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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 
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th

 September 

Reopening 

 

Sunday 27
th

 September 

Macmillan Coffee Morning   

                                         
Sunday 4

th
 October 

Ha’penny Cup 

 

Sunday 4
th

 October 

Nautical Photograph 

Competition online  

 

Saturday 17
th

 October 

Laying Up Supper  

 

   

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
The next newsletter will be in late 

September , for October .  

Contributions as early as possible 

please to; 

Circular@pmsc.org.uk or 

sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

 

Photographs welcome 

 

Diary            September 2020 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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Re-opening  
 

 

PMSC bar and club will be reopening on Friday 4th September from 1930. 

 

Initially the club will only open on Friday evenings, throughout September and then 

we hope to expand to Sunday lunchtime and other probably smaller events.  

The bar will be run by volunteers, please be kind to them.  

Please support the club by being a volunteer, because without them we can’t open. 

You don’t have to have done it before; you won’t be left to run things without help.  

 

   Bar volunteers please email Nick      Bar_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk  

 

We will only be accepting card payments, no cash to make the job of the volunteers 

easier.  

 

We also plan to have someone to “meet and greet”, to show members the one way 

system and explain out new system.   

 To Meet & Greet please contact Di        House_Sec@pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

Following a thorough Covid risk assessment, the club layout is now very different, 

including a new entry door, a one way system and reduced seating capacity.  

 

We look forward to seeing our members back in the club from Friday. 

 

A protocol for attending the club will be sent to all members, posted on the 

website and is attached to the newsletter. 

PMSC will do everything it can to keep visitors safe, but members and their 

guests are reminded that they are visiting the club at their own risk. 

                                                

mailto:Bar_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:House_Sec@pmsc.org.uk
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Sunday 4
th

 October: Ha’penny Cup 
 

                                                                            
 

The Cup takes its name from the delightfully awful, black and white film, ‘Ha’penny 

Breeze,’ which was shot in and around Pin Mill in the 1950s, featuring many local folk 

as ‘extras.’ It tells the story of the revival of the leisure boating industry at Pin Mill 

after the dark days of World War II and centres upon a yacht race. 

 

Our event is definitely NOT a race, however. Several years ago, our round-the-world 

sailing member, Paul Jefferies, came up with the idea of a special fun event that would 

enable yachts of all types to compete on equal terms. He commissioned a special 

trophy, which he named ‘The Ha’penny Cup’ - a handsome pewter mug embossed 

with a bronze pre-decimal currency half penny coin. 

 

The rules of the Ha’penny Cup event are simple: - 

Any yacht of any size or shape, with any number of crew*, may take part. (*Subject to 

RYA Covid-19 advice). 

This year, vessels must start at any time between 10.30 and 10.45 a.m. on Sunday, 

4th October. The course will be from the Pin Mill Sailing Club Start Line to East Fen 

Buoy, one third of a mile past the Orwell Bridge (passing to port) and returning to the 

the Pin Mill Sailing Club Start Line - a distance of six miles. 

Before crossing the line, skippers must call the event organiser, Graeme Hammond on 

07958 533784, or VHF channel 72, call sign “Ha’penny Cup Control” to declare their 

anticipated time-on-course. They will be honour-bound to record their accurate start 

and finish times and must declare them on completing the course. The winner will be 

the boat with an actual time closest to its predicted time on course. So it will not matter 

if you are sailing a dinghy or a 40-foot racing machine - you will have an equal 

chance, depending on your skill in calculating the effects of wind and tide. 

 

However, you must be sailing for the entire time on course. You may NOT use your 

engine, heave to, reverse course, deviate from track by more than 90 degrees, or alter 

your sail plan (i.e. reef sails), except for safety reasons. You may, however, employ 

slowing-down tactics and you may use a spinnaker if you choose. 

 

Last year’s winner, Peter Smith, will be defending the trophy. 
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PLEASE NOTE: Skippers are encouraged to include a non-sailing PMSC member in 

their crew for the event. They will be allowed to add or subtract two minutes to or 

from their time, if they have a pre-declared and named non-sailing member on board. 

 

It is hoped to organise an open-air barbeque at the Clubhouse after the event. 

Please contact Graeme Hammond at membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk if you 

require further information. It would be most helpful if you would indicate at least a 

couple of days in advance if you intend to take part. 

 

 

Course: PMSC Start Line to East Fen Buoy (P) to PMSC Start Line 

 

Start time:  between 1030 and 1045   

 

      
 

 

  

                                                    
 

mailto:membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
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Sunday 4
th

 October: Nautical Photograph 

Competition.  
    

 

It has been decided to hold this year’s competition on our Club website.  It is usually a 

well-attended event and the Club’s proposed rules for social distancing may be 

difficult to adhere to.  Once again Anthony Cullen has kindly agreed to judge, 

 

How to enter: 

 

    Please send your digital files to photocomp@pmsc.org.uk  

    (They must not be larger in size than 3.00 MB, Max Resolution: 3072 x 2304 px) 

    Include with your email your name and the titles of your photographs. 

    The competition closes at noon on Sunday 4
th

 October  

 

The rules: 

     

     You may enter up to 6 photographs. 

     They must be of a nautical subject, or at least contain water in some form. 

     Holiday snaps and portraits of people and pets will not be accepted. 

 

After the competition closes all entries will be displayed on the website and the 

judging will commence.  The results will be published when available. 

 

The prizes: 

 

     The winner will receive the glass Cleyndert Trophy and £15. 

 

     2nd prize £10, 

 

     3rd prize £5. 

 

Other entries will be awarded ‘Commended’ and ‘Highly Commended’.  Our members 

will also be invited to vote for their own favourite by emailing their choice to 

photocomp@pmsc.org.uk by noon on Monday the 6th of October. The winner of the 

member’s choice will receive a prize of £10. 

 

Best of luck 

 

Val 

                                                        
                                                                                   

mailto:photocomp@pmsc.org.uk
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Newsletter 
 

 

This is an online only newsletter; we are not printing and posting any copies. Sorry.  

 

Many thanks to all those who have sent articles and stories for the extra newsletters.  

 

               Letters to the Editor………….. 

 

                                   

RYA News 
 

 

Offers for RYA personal members:  

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/Latest-RYA-Member-Offers-

September-2020.aspx  

 

The RYA Affiliated Clubs Conference will be held online this year on Saturday 21
st
  

November with an innovative format making it more accessible than ever for clubs 

wanting to catch up with all the latest insights and learning. 

Hosted by double Olympic gold medallist and broadcaster Shirley Robertson, an 

exciting programme of guest speakers alongside interactive ‘stands’ and workshops 

will provide clubs with a wealth of ideas for developing their activities towards a 

vibrant future. 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/RYA-Affiliated-Clubs-Conference-

goes-virtual-for-2020.aspx  

Generally this is attended by committee members as this conference has club 

development as a focus, but if you are interested please email Circular@pmsc.org.uk    

or           sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

                                                        

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/Latest-RYA-Member-Offers-September-2020.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/Latest-RYA-Member-Offers-September-2020.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/RYA-Affiliated-Clubs-Conference-goes-virtual-for-2020.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/RYA-Affiliated-Clubs-Conference-goes-virtual-for-2020.aspx
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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Onwards to the Marquesas........ 
 

After the excitement of the Sailabout rescue,  fortunately the rest of the voyage was 

less eventful with some good winds and a frustrating amount of very light winds. The 

fishing was good, we caught a total of five "Mahi Mahi"  and one Wahoo plus a few 

"monsters of the deep" that broke our 80lb fishing lines......  and one that managed to 

take my entire rod and reel before I could get to it!  (I had omitted to tie it on!) 

                

      A nice Mahi Mahi                                           Wahoo - The best to eat! 

 

As we got towards our destination, Hiva Oa, the wind got lighter and lighter and we 

were making frustratingly slow progress. On the night of day 24/25 with only about 

200 miles to go,  frustration got the better of us and we decided to use the motor.  We 

were motoring slowly through the night when we got an Overheat warning on the 

engine. Of course we stopped it immediately and on investigation found that one of the 

cylinder head bolts had failed, allowing the head to distort just enough to allow the 

cooling water to escape. 

We used our own dinghy and outboard motor tied alongside to drive us forward at 

about 2 kts......... 

 

One of the great things about this cruising lifestyle is the "community spirit" that exists 

amongst the boats.  When anything goes wrong you are almost spoiled for choice 

when it comes to offers of help!  In the event a South African guy Rien, who we had 

seen almost everywhere we had been for the last few months,  and another guy were 

there waiting for us when we eventually arrived in Hiva Oa and they showed us to a 

perfect spot and helped us anchor safely. 
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 Dinghy alongside ‘towing’ the boat.  
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We had been at sea for 27 days and it was SOOOO nice to see  some friendly faces and 

to have so much help getting into a tight anchorage.  Over the next couple of days Rien 

virtually took over and stripped the cylinder head off the engine..... and I'm glad to say 

there appeared to be very little damage. I will spare you the details of the fiasco that 

followed over getting the spare parts but suffice it to say that a very frustrating two 

weeks later, the replacement parts arrived. Our friends had all moved on but I put the 

engine back together again and it ran as sweetly as ever so we wasted no time in 

getting back on the road. 

I will spare you the details of all the islands we visited except to say that in the 

Marquesas we went from Hiva Oa to Tahuata, Ua pou, and Nuku Hiva.....  In my 

humble opinion the Marquesas are simply the most beautiful islands in the whole wide 

world.  They are all volcanic in origin, they all have big mountains (up to 4,000ft) and 

deep valleys with waterfalls, deep bays many of which are uninhabited....  These 

islands are all you could ever hope for .....  just BEAUTIFUL and as close to paradise 

as we will ever find. Fantastic snorkelling almost everywhere with so many wonderful 

fish....  In Nuku Hiva we even saw a couple of giant Manta rays swimming around the 

anchorage.....  These huge creatures were feeding on great clouds of baby jellyfish and 

were performing "aerobatics" in the crystal clear water in their efforts to scoop up as 

many of these little blobs as possible......   

              

 

they were 3 - 4mtrs in wingspan and swam just a few INCHES under us and on one 

occasion the wing-tips of one Manta broke the surface on either side of our dinghy!   

Thankfully the inhabitants of these islands stopped eating visitors some time back and 
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everybody we met was extremely friendly!  They keep their islands very neat and tidy 

and we got the feeling that France must be pouring a lot of money into these islands 

because there was very little evidence of any kind of "industry" other than the 

production of copra from coconuts.  A large number of households seem to have their 

own little copra drying area..... Copra is produced by breaking the coconut open and 

prizing out big chunks of the "flesh" inside. This is then laid out in the sun to dry. 

When it is ready, they put it all into sacks and it is collected by the supply boat which 

comes every week. There were a few tourists on some of the islands but really very 

few.....  The Marquesas are so far from anywhere, it takes a very determined tourist to 

get there! 

We were very sad to leave the Marquesas.....  and even more sad to think that we will 

probably never go back there......... 

From The Marquesas it was a six day sail to the Tuamotus.....  The Tuamotus are a 

long chain of 78 coral atolls spread over about 1,000 miles in a NW-SE direction. 

Mururoa Atoll, where the French did all their nuclear testing is near the bottom end of 

the chain.  In the days of the sailing ships (with no engines or GPS!) they became 

known as "The Dangerous Archipelago" because they are very low lying and difficult 

to see and there are some strong currents passing between the atolls.....  and many 

ships have been wrecked there.  Most of the atolls have a "Pass" or break in the reef 

which gives entry to the lagoon in the middle but many of the passes and most of the 

lagoons are strewn with coral heads which mean that even though we have GPS to find 

the pass, when we get there we have to navigate bye Mark 1 eyeball because the 

individual coral heads are too numerous and cannot be charted. 

 

 

We wanted to see some real live coral atolls but obviously we couldn't visit all 78 of 

them so we carefully selected three which were not far off our route through to Tahiti 

and which looked as though they were fairly easy to get into. In the event we went to 
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"Kauehi", "Fakarava" and "Toau"......  To say that these atolls are all very similar 

sounds a bit glib, but they are....  They consist of a big "ring" of coral reef anything 

from just a few miles wide to,  in the case of Fakarava, about 32 miles long by 15 

miles wide. The reef itself can be anything from say 20 meters to 200-300 meters wide 

(from the ocean, across the reef to the lagoon) and the people live on this thin strip of 

reef.  The reefs are not usually a continuous strip of "land" but are made up of a 

number of individual islands or "Motus" with narrow and very dangerous passes 

between them.  Many of the motus are uninhabited and there are small communities, 

sometimes just one family, on some of the larger Motus. Again there is not much sign 

of any industry beyond copra though they seem to be trying to build up "Diving 

Tourism" in a limited way as the diving and snorkeling is just unbelievable with such 

clear water and so much coral....... There are so many different kinds of fish that is not 

possible to list them but we did see sharks and even some moray eels.....  just like the 

pictures in the books with their heads poking out of a hole in the coral! 

It was Charles Darwin who worked out how these atolls came to be...........  They are in 

fact volcanic in origin and millions of years ago, what are now the Tuamotus was a 

string of volcanos sticking up out of the ocean. Coral only lives and grows in waters 

where there is light and lots of oxygen so each volcano had just a "Fringing Reef" 

around it's edges. Over the course of millions of years, because of the drift of the 

tectonic plates, the volcanos slowly sunk into the sea and as they did so the coral kept 

growing in order to keep itself near the surface. So at some intermediate stage there 

would have been a small volcano in the middle of a ring of coral and eventually we 

have been left with just the ring of coral with no sign of the volcano that once was 

there.....  He was a clever chap, that Charles Darwin! 

From the Tuamotus it was just a two day sail to Tahiti.....................  Watch this 

space..... 
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