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October  2018  Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

The summer Friday night BBQs have come to an end until 2019 

but what a great success, thanks to Di and Peter and also to those 

who have stepped in and taken their turn to sweat over the 

burgers and sausages. Vice Commodore, Mark, has nobly 

opened and run the bar every Friday, so we can all relax after 

stressful days at work and school. 

 

Talking of drink, Jill Hodgson has this idea that members like 

gin and that a competition would be fun, sometime next year, for 

the best ‘infused’ gin. Sloe gin is the obvious one that comes to 

mind but there are so many more options. So get infusing. 

 

This is my last Commodore’s corner. In November, I will be 

handing over to Mark, who will bring new ideas and a breath of 

fresh air to the role. After my presence at over 200 General 

Committee meetings, it is time the Club had a break.  

 

I would like to thank you all for the support you have given me 

over the years. 200 meetings sounds very dry and boring but, if 

that had been the case, I would not have been able to stay the 

course. Laughter has proved a wonderful panacea. I can’t 

recommend enough the benefit of taking on a role in the running 

of the Club and having a purpose to come down and enjoy all 

that the Club and its members have to offer. 

 

 

                             
 

 

Romy Blackburn  

Commodore 

                                                                               

 

Saturday 6
th

 October 

Laying up Supper  

 

13
th

/14
th

 October 

Photograph Competition 

 

Sunday 14
th

 October 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday 27
th

 October 

Children’s Halloween party 

Adult evening party 

 

Saturday 24
th

 November 

Quiz with Shotley Sailing Club 

 

Saturday 8
th

 December 

Children's Christmas party 

 

Sunday 16
th

 December 
Christmas Lunch 

 

Monday 24
th

 December 

Carol singing at the club 

 

Wednesday 26
th

 December  

Morris Dancers 

 

Monday 31
st
 December 

New Year’s Eve 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook 
The next newsletter will be in late 

November,  for DECEMBER.  

Contributions as early as possible  

please  to; 

 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

 

Photographs welcome 

 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk


 2 

New members 
 

Welcome to all,  

 

                              and to our newsletter.  

 

 

13
th

/14
th

 October: Nautical Photograph Competition  
 

 

                                                           WANTED ! 

 

      YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

for the        2018  NAUTICAL  PHOTOGRAPH COMPETITION 

 

                               OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS, OF ALL AGES 

 

You can submit up to 6 of your best photos. Please make sure that they arrive at the 

clubhouse by 1200 on Saturday 13
th

 October.   Maximum size: 20cm x 16cm (8" x 6"), 

unmounted and unsigned.  A separate list of titles should be enclosed, together with 

your name. 

 

Pictures of nautical subjects, very broadly interpreted, or scenes featuring water in any 

shape or form, are eligible, but landscapes or family snapshots (including family pets) 

are sadly not.  Although the human form often enhances a composition, please don't 

submit recognisable portraits.     

 

All the entries will be exhibited in the Games Room over the weekend, and there will 

as usual be an opportunity for members to make their choice of the photograph they 

would like to see on the cover of next year's Club almanac.   Please remember that it's 

your responsibility to reclaim your photos from the Clubhouse after the exhibition; if 

you wish them to be returned by post, remember to include a stamped envelope with 

your entries. 

 

Anthony Cullen has once again kindly agreed to judge the Competition, and he will 

joined this year by Tim Sandall.  We are looking forward to hearing their comments 

and advice at the Prize giving on Sunday 14
th

 October, at around 1400. 
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Sunday 14
th

:  Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 

 

                               
 

 

Coffee morning at the club 1000 to 1400, come and eat cake and drink coffee to help 

Macmillan Cancer Support.  

 

        Donate a cake and help even more, bake it or buy it whichever you like. 

 

Last year we raised over £500. This year we want to do even better.  

 

               

Sailing Achievements of PMSC members                          
                 

                              Sailing Honours Board. 

The committee has decided to establish a commemorative sailing honours board to 

show the  sailing achievements of members, past and present. The criteria for a club 

member to be listed are sailing in the Fastnet or the AZAB, completed an Ocean 

passage, achieving a Yachtmaster Ocean Certificate, or similar in a boat up to about 

70’.  

 

Members are invited to nominate themselves or others to the  scrutineer committee, 

while the plans for the board are drawn up. 

The number of members of all ages who are eligible may surprise some, and hopefully 

inspire others to get their name on the board.  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://www.greencore.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Selby-Macmillan-6-570x428.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.greencore.com/macmillans-world-biggest-coffee-morning-greencore/&docid=QZvmDoDTmES-AM&tbnid=eqktoKc-_nsPTM:&vet=10ahUKEwjQ9oGFrtndAhWGXsAKHQfqDJcQMwiPASgtMC0..i&w=570&h=428&hl=en&bih=827&biw=1449&q=macmillan%20coffee%20morning%202018&ved=0ahUKEwjQ9oGFrtndAhWGXsAKHQfqDJcQMwiPASgtMC0&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-y5uprtndAhUFUBoKHfLcCmkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://coin-a-drink.co.uk/macmillan-coffee-morning&psig=AOvVaw0q4kaHrnIdYRabhuGNzmUA&ust=1538075007859965
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                                                                       Nominations to circular@pmsc.org.uk  

                                                       
 

 

The Halfpenny Cup 2018: Saturday 20
th

 October 
 

                                                                                       

                                                                             
 

 

 

    

Saturday 29
th

 September: PMSC Regatta  
 

      
 

For the results check the website.  

 

 

Events planned for 2019 
 

 

Saturday 9th February  

Don’t miss Ron Watts telling us about his transatlantic passage 

 

 

Great Blakenham  

With such concern about managing waste, it’s been suggested that we could visit the Waste 

Centre at Great Blakenham, so that is now being investigated. As food is always important for 

our members, we’ll find a nice place for lunch. 

mailto:circular@pmsc.org.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFutm08t3dAhWyMewKHQoZAEwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.cersd.org/news/1639821/date-change-for-school-board-business-meeting&psig=AOvVaw0j-MleetI1UEciS3PnYWLG&ust=1538230793074380
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjhjYL9_brcAhUuz4UKHRqyDLgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-bunting-banner-red-black.html&psig=AOvVaw3AXi3HtSdwpjG9lMvwbJB-&ust=1532633141187054
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjhjYL9_brcAhUuz4UKHRqyDLgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-bunting-banner-red-black.html&psig=AOvVaw3AXi3HtSdwpjG9lMvwbJB-&ust=1532633141187054
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GIN, GLORIOUS GIN 

Adnams now have a distillery, where you can mix your own gin! Our trip round the brewery 

(followed by lunch) was one of our most successful events, so I think Gin will also be on the 

agenda for 2019. 

 

Please give us your ideas for other trips. 

                         

The Haven - Combined Clubs Series  

A Merger Proposal  
 

Foreword 

 

Having debated the idea of a merger between the Haven Series and the Combined 

Clubs Series, this is an outline of the proposed structure. Ultimately the objective is to 

promote better racing for all comers. 

 

The combined clubs committee were unanimously in favour of a merger, but the 

opinion on the Haven Committee is more divided. 

 

Some issue include:  

1. Some Constitutional issues, such as the name, logo, and money, but also the 

structure of the committee that will go on to organise this new series. Upon formation, 

this will need to be drawn from both the Haven Committee and Combined Clubs 

Committee to ensure a balance of views.  

 

2. The structure of the point series that would be jointly organised. This is the most 

controversial element because it is where the biggest differences between the Haven 

and Combined Clubs ethos lie. 

 

3. A note about the passage series. The combined clubs do not organise a passage 

series of races, so has no strong opinions on the format, but the future joint committee 

would be responsible for this also. 

 

Proposals:  

1. Constitution and Committee 

The Combined Clubs and Haven Series Committees shall merge to form a single 

organising authority and organise a single racing series. 

 

• The series shall be called the “HAVEN COMBINED CLUBS SERIES” 

 

• The series shall continue to use the Haven Series’ “lighthouse” logo. 

 

• The series shall inherit the funds controlled by the Haven Series. 

 

• The series shall inherit the trophies controlled by both the Combined Clubs and the 

Haven Series. 

 

• The committee will be formed of the following members: 
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o Chairman 

o Treasurer 

o Secretary 

o Club Representatives 

 

• Initially, to ensure balance following the Merger, the suggested committee should 

include the following “representatives” from each series. 

 

 
 

2. Points Series Format 

The new committee shall organise a “round the cans” points series. This shall 

encompass the following features: 

 

• A series of 8 races, 5 to count. 

o 3 races to start/finish at beacon hill or in Dovercourt Bay. 

o 2 races to start and finish in the Stour Entrance (H&DSC line, shotley line) 

o 3 races to start/finish in the Orwell (Measured Mile Line, HPYC Line) 

o Races started at Beacon Hill would usually be sailed entirely in Dovercourt      

           Bay. 

o Races started in the river would usually include marks in Dovercourt Bay. 

o Races will be sailed on Saturdays, distributed approximately as follows through  

            the year: May x 2 races, June x2 races, July x1 race, August x 1 race,  

            September x 2 races. 

 

• The fleet shall be split into two classes. 

o Class 1 shall be a serious racing class, in the spirit of the Haven Series. 

 All boats will race on Haven Handicap. 

 Boats with an IRC cert will also race for an IRC prize. 

 There will be no allowance for white sails only. 

o Class 2 shall be a less serious class, more aligned to Combined Clubs ethos. 

 Boats will race on haven handicap only. 

 There will be a handicap allowance for white sails boats. 

o Competitors may enter either class. The committee reserves the right to move a 

boat into class 1 if it feels it’s entry is not in keeping with class 2. 

o Each class may be divided into fast and slow fleets depending on numbers.  

o Both fleets shall race the same course, and there will be an overall result 

covering both fleets. This helps encourage people to progress. 

 

• Entry shall be free for all classes. 

 

• Entry forms shall be kept simple – only requiring the class, design and other readily 

available information to give boats a handicap (eg, keel configuration, white sails vs 

spinnaker). 
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• The Haven series trophies will be distributed fairly across both classes, whilst 

keeping the trophy for a purpose as similar to its original as possible. 

 

 

3. Passage Series Format 

The committee shall organise a passage/offshore series. 

• There is no objection from the combined clubs to the passage series continuing in its 

present form. 

 

4. Miscellaneous 

• The committee shall organise a prize giving dinner to distribute the trophies. 

• The committee shall organise an AGM event, which may be attached to the prize 

giving, for the purpose of gathering feedback directly from competitors. 

 

 Anyone wishing to comment or get involved should contact Steve Miller, PMSC 

sailing secretary.                     
                                                         

 Did you miss this?  
 

 

Twelve members booked the Lady Florence for a memorable trip down the Alde, 

learning its historical importance, spotting a range of seabirds and enjoying a splendid 

lunch. The Captain and crew were most hospitable, and two members booked another 

trip for the following week to take friends! So do try it. 

 

 

                        

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjT6tG3893dAhWQ3KQKHYSsC6kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.lady-florence.co.uk/lady-florence-the-river/&psig=AOvVaw3VMtsUqZSPrvJbe5o8j1gs&ust=1538231070806275
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Notices to Mariners 
  

      

Current notices can be viewed at           https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/  

 

More Future Events 
 

 The RYA East Affiliated Clubs Conference will be taking place on Saturday 24
th

 

November at the Royal Hospital School. It is open to all RYA affiliated clubs to send 

up to four delegates from each club to come and hear updates from the RYA, including 

an update on the Insights Data from the club Census, a year on from unveiling the 

2017-2021 Regional Plan.           

 

              

                                                                                           

https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpxrallNzdAhVHJVAKHYNWBoEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.eadt.co.uk/news/unearthing-the-true-story-behind-former-british-spy-and-treasured-children-s-author-arthur-ransome-1-4746192&psig=AOvVaw3HAUtIrAeldyu6v0mmjZqy&ust=1538171154792107

