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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     Jon Humby - "Sunset - Clamp Moorings" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                            

 
                        

    

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
The next newsletter will be in late 

May, for June.  Contributions as early 

as possible please to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

Photographs welcome 

 

Diary            May 2020 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk


 2 

            

 

On Friday 8
th

 May it will be 75 years since the guns fell silent in Europe. Years of 

carnage and destruction had come to an end and millions of people took to the streets 

and pubs to celebrate peace, mourn their loved-ones and hope for the future, not 

forgetting those in the far East still fighting. Not until 15
th

 August, when Japan 

surrendered to the Allies, did World War II end. 

 

The 75th anniversary gives us the opportunity to reflect on the enormous sacrifice, 

courage and determination of people from all walks of life who saw us through that 

dark and terrifying period.  

 

We remember the members of the Armed Forces and Merchant Navy from many 

countries, and the hard-working women and men who operated the factories, mines, 

shipyards and farms, the ARP wardens, police officers, doctors, nurses, fireman, local 

defence volunteers and others who toiled day and night on the home front. More 

poinient perhaps, and a cause for reflection as well as celelbration, at the present time. 

 

All national and local events have had to be cancelled, but hopefully many people will 

decorate houses and gardens with flags and bunting for a “stay at home” street party.  

 

The BBC will broadcast Churchill’s victory speech at 3pm, made from Downing Street 

75 years ago, and Her Majesty The Queen will send a message to the nation at 9pm on 

BBC One, the exact moment her father, King George VI, gave a radio address in 1945.  

 

 

 

                                                     
Captain Tom Moore 
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The Paddle Steamer ‘WAIMARIE’ of Whanganuir  
 

 

Whilst many club members were facing lockdown here in the UK, Renee and Tim had 

a similar experience in New Zealand. Before going into our ‘bubble of isolation’ we 

did have a day trip on the Waimarie. She is the last remaining paddle steamer in NZ. 

Built in 1899 at Poplar, London, she was shipped out in kit form to be assembled 

locally. In her early days, known as “Aotea” and nick-named the‘Queen of the River’, 

she carried provisions, livestock, timber, building materials and passengers up and 

down the river Whanganui for many years. Being shallow drafted she could she could 

reach well up towards the rapids the river. An unfortunate accident in 1952 left her in a 

parlous state, badly listed she eventually filled and sank. There she lay until 1993 when 

she was refloated. After seven years of restoration she began her new life on the 

Whanganui river once more on January 1st 2000, being one hundred years after her 

original build. She now operates as a pleasure steamer. 

 

 
 

 

On the day we were there, the weather was fair with little breeze. I was soon to learn 

that a wander to the aft deck just after the stoker had loaded more into the fire box was 

a very smutty experience. The Master later informed me that they could only afford 

low grade coal as the tourist numbers were shrinking towards the end of their season. 
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For those who are interested in the details of the engine room boiler, here is close up 

photo. There are a few valves, knobs and dials for the enthusiast to play with. There is 

also the opportunity to join the stoker and shovel fuel into the firebox for those who 

want a more hands on experience. 

 

        
      

 

 

The river here is still tidal with rocky out crops, plus plenty of timber that floats down 

the river keeping the wheelhouse crew on their toes. Fortunately this vessel appears to 

be able to turn through 180° almost in her own length. 
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The Master, named ‘Don’, (no surname on his name badge), hails from the Isle of 

Raasay and has been in the Merchant Navy since leaving school. His accent is still that 

of the Western Isles and when I commented on the fact that he had never lost it, his 

acquiescenting reply was that he may have kept his accent but had lost virtually 

everything else! Such is the fortunes of a life devoted to the sea I guess. 

 

Should anyone want to know more about the Waimarie, here are a couple of web sites 

that may be useful: 

                                               waimarie.co.nz                  

 

                 visitwhanganui.nz/waimarie-paddle-steamer-and-museum/  

 

 Mooring holders  
  

All mooring holders will receive the normal letter and invoice shortly.          
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Important Advice for Watchkeepers  
 

 

On Taking a Watch 

[advice to junior engineers - and to new crew members?] 

 

                                                               
 

“Instruction to our Third and Fourth Engineer in his duties on taking a watch, and to 

give some hints which may prove of use to him.  He will be called at 'one bell', which 

is a quarter of an hour before his watch begins, and he should get up at once so as to be 

ready to appear in the engine room on the ringing of 'eight bells' which commences the 

four hours during which he has to take charge of the machinery.   

 

"We caution him against the habit of lying in bed until the last minute and rushing 

down the ladder five or ten minutes late, telling an impossible story to excuse his 

laziness.  If he always gives prompt relief he can demand it in his turn, but if not he 

will be in trouble with his Chief and Second Engineer before he has long been on 

board.  A good plan is to get up promptly and this will always allow time to have two 

or three minutes on deck to wake him up....  "  

 

(Extract from Reed's Useful Hints for Sea-going Engineers, 3rd ed., 1898.)  

 

Marjorie Carter 

 

Important Advice from Northern Canada  
            

Socal Distancing .. keep one polar bear apart   
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Books to read, if you can’t go afloat at the moment 
 

 

In 1948 Archie White published a book called ‘Tideways and Byways in Essex and 

Suffolk’ in which he describes the rivers from London to the Ore.  Below are his 

thoughts of Pin Mill.   

 

                               
 

 

‘It has been said that at some time in their lives all Mohammedans go to Mecca; it 

might be said with equal truth that sooner or later all yachtsmen drop their hooks at Pin 

Mill.  Having watched the building of my yacht there [in 1937] perhaps my judgement 

of the place cannot be relied upon. 

 

At weekends during the building of Concord I used to sit at the bottom of a garden in 

what was once an omnibus watching the traffic going up and down river on the 

evening tide and listening,  as I smoked, to Harry King, the builder, recalling his 

Spanish adventures when he and all the world was young….. 

 

He used to speak of a man (whose identity he concealed) who skimped on yacht 

scantlings – ‘and him a Methodist’.  I used to watch a suit of sails being made for me 

in surely the quaintest sail-loft that ever was.  I have heard John Powell, the sail-

maker, describe a loose piece of canvas as ‘frubbly’, an expression that enriches our 

language and says in a single word all there is to say.  Powell’s loft, next to the Butt 

and Oyster, once a chapel, was afterwards a bakery where vast quantities of bread were 

made for vessels sailing on Monday mornings to the West Rocks off Harwich to 
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dredge stone.  Two or three hundred boats were employed in the industry, not all, of 

course, from Pin Mill, but coming also from Felixtowe, Harwich, Manningtree, and 

Mistley.  The clay (Septaria) after being taken to a factory at Harwich went to all parts 

of the world… 

 

The only road to Pin Mill leads straight into the Orwell; the long ‘hard’ thus formed is 

prettily lined with barges up for repairs, and yachts find the big stakes convenient to 

lay against for a scrub.  The Butt and Oyster, under whose window one may row a 

dinghy at high water to drink a pint without the trouble of going ashore, was a well-

known to smugglers as it is to yachtsmen today.’ 

                       Val, PMSC librarian                                                                            

 

Quiz 
 

Question 1 

                   

  
 

What is the name of this ketch, and of the organisation that operates it? 

It is moored in Long Reach, R. Orwell                          

 

 

Question 2 

 

               What is this knot?  

 

To practice or learn new knots try https://www.animatedknots.com/bowline-knot  

https://www.animatedknots.com/bowline-knot
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Question 3 

 

 
What sort of buoy is this, and what is the colour and characteristic of the light?  

 

 

Question 4       

 

 
 

What is this?  

Seen on the foreshore between Pin Mill and Woolverstone Marina.                  

 

 

Answers to    Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

PMSC remains closed 
  

The club remains closed and all events have been cancelled or posponed until later in 

the year, including Push the Boat Out, the New Members Evening and the Barge 

Match.  

                                                        

mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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Newsletter 
 

Again, this newsletter is an online edition only, we are not printing and posting any 

copies. If you know of a member who normally likes a printed version please print a 

copy and put it through their letterbox.  

 

Many thanks, the editor                                          Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

 

Important Advice from Brazil       
 

 

 

mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk

