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June 2015 Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

 

With the Fitting Out Supper a distant memory and the excellent 

Fitting Out lunches a thing of the past, May looked like the time 

to start sailing.  Unfortunately the weather had other ideas.  

After a promising and sometimes balmy April persistent, strong 

westerly winds made cruising in May a bit of an ordeal as you 

will see in Rick’s report.  

 

 

To encourage more members to participate in our cruises, it has 

been suggested that the Club donates a case of wine to the 

designated host boat and that we award commemorative plaques 

to all participants.  I am not in favour of this idea, as surely the 

main incentive to cruise in company is the joy of being afloat 

and sharing an anchorage with like-minded friends.  Does 

anyone have strong feelings on this? 

 

 

The conclusions of the tragic sinking of the yacht Orca by a 

dredger off Felixstowe have now been published.  They are a sad 

reminder of the need to keep a constant watch and not to assume 

that the professional vessel has seen you.   

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-accident-

investigation-branch  

 

 

 

If you are pottering to Walton or heading for Holland, go 

carefully and safely. 

 

 

Malcolm Harding – Commodore 

 

 
                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 6
th

  June 

2
nd

  CCRS (Shotley SC) 

Aussie Don’s Quiz night  

 

Saturday 20
th

 June  

Second Sands BBQ 

“A Night to Remember” 

 

Saturday 27th June 

54th PMSC Barge Match 

 

 

 

Saturday 11
th

 July 

Smacks and working boats race 

 

Saturday 18
th

 July 

3
rd

 CCRS (H&DSC) 

 

 

 

Saturday 8
th

 August 

4
th

 CCRS (Stour SC) 

 

Saturday 15
th

 August 

Dayboat sail 

Maritime Ipswich begins 

 

Saturday 29
th

 August 

Wrabness cruise and BBQ 

 

 

 

Follow us on facebook 

The next newsletter will be in 

late July, for AUGUST.  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome  

 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-accident-investigation-branch
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/marine-accident-investigation-branch
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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New members 
 

Welcome to  

 

Michael Cleverley- Fressingfield 

Eye - Owner of Tabitha - Halmatic 

30 

 

Sam, Caroline, Thomas and Romilly 

Friend - Erwarton, - owners of Ro 

an Mor - Falmouth working boat . 

 

    
 

 

Deben Cruise 
 

 

In spite of the weather we did have a 

Deben Cruise, although 3 of the 

crews that had said they wanted to 

come – Keith and Vicky Faull 

(Mary Ann), Mike and Ann 

Smethurst (Viva Amelia), and Mark 

Milsom and Fiona Andrews all 

withdrew, mainly for reasons of the 

strong winds forecast for Saturday 

and in the case of Mark and Fiona 

also because of their boat was not 

ready. 

  

This left Francis and Fiona 

Beaumont (Jenni Ann) and Rosie 

and me, and having conferred, 

(managing to make ourselves heard 

over the noise of the wind howling 

through the rigging of the boats in 

SYH!)  we decided to make the trip.  

 

The coastal passage wasn’t very 

enjoyable but, once over the Deben 

Bar,  things calmed down and both 

boats were soon settled on moorings 

courtesy of Harbour Master George.  

As forecast the wind moderated and 

Francis ferried the 4 of us ashore for 

our 7pm table at the Ramsholt Arms 

where we had an enjoyable meal 

and chinwag, followed by digestifs 

aboard Jenni Ann.  

 

The wind died almost completely 

overnight and after a good night’s 

sleep and morning coffee on Astraea 

we had an early lunch and set off in 

a fine breeze for a very enjoyable 

sail back to the Orwell.   

 

Rick Kirkup 

 

http://www.debenestuarypilot.co.uk/

maps.html  

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://wheredowe.co.uk/eat-drink/ramsholt-arms/&ei=vI5jVf7uK4PSU8i6gcAH&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHrM3BnDiK53e1ln1N0sT_ChaWHiA&ust=1432674289462221
http://www.debenestuarypilot.co.uk/maps.html
http://www.debenestuarypilot.co.uk/maps.html
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Good Friday: 2015 
 

 

I want to say a big thank you to all 

those members who turned up for 

the Good Friday working party  and 

Grindle Dig.  

 

There were over forty signatures on 

the worklist, too many to name but 

they know who they are so a big 

THANK YOU to all. The 

Clubhouse looks much better for 

your efforts! 

Paul Jefferies 

 

 

Easter Monday  
 

     
 

Following the Pin Mill Studio’s very 

popular Easter Duck Race, won this 

year by our very own John Bowen, 

competitors, supporters and 

organisers descended on the Club 

for much needed sustenance.   

 

It was a chilly day.  The galley was 

manned by volunteers from the 

Chelmondiston Playgroup, who 

served Hot Dogs and hot drinks, and 

were delighted to sell out as all 

galley proceeds were going to the 

Playgroup.   

 

The Club bar did a roaring trade 

and, as no-one seemed to want to go 

home, I suspect everybody was 

happy. 

 

At 3.00pm, when the younger 

children might have started to get a 

bit fractious, Nicola Poppleton 

magically organised an Easter Egg 

Hunt.  One heat didn’t seem nearly 

enough so, with the help of Mark P 

and Simon Cordle, several more 

rounds ensued.  Thirty six children 

took part and luckily we had thirty 

six Easter egg prizes, so no tears or 

tantrums. 

Malcolm Harding 

 

 

Visit by Maldon Little 

Ship Club 
 

 
MLSC are cruising to Pin Mill for a 

showing of Ha'penny Breeze on 15
th

  

August and are looking forward to 

meeting PMSC members in the bar! 

 

 

 

David Jilling’s Log 
 

 

 

 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php/s

ailing-and-socialevents/sailing/logs-

blogs     

 

Follow the link to read the story of 

David’s adventures.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.mlsc.org.uk/&ei=39JkVcmYIcr1UJDdgZgN&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEBTrGBBzm7QkdPjt_Bv6n_BtELpw&ust=1432757260172758
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.kingsboatyard.co.uk/pin-mill/&ei=btFkVcieJcj5UqTmgYgL&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGf2enG_wTCpBSR0_C7rDi6F-15mQ&ust=1432756970582874
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.drascombe.co.uk/drascombe-coaster-pr-54.php&ei=JS4MVfX2LY72O_LngSA&bvm=bv.88528373,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFAClRux0-fZPgxFc5L2vSGtlKTGQ&ust=1426947991368597
http://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php/sailing-and-socialevents/sailing/logs-blogs
http://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php/sailing-and-socialevents/sailing/logs-blogs
http://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php/sailing-and-socialevents/sailing/logs-blogs
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1
st
 Combined Clubs 

Race 
 
The first Combined Clubs race took 

place on Saturday 23
rd

  May and 

was hosted by the Club. There were 

12 boats including 3 from Pin Mill. 

All the Pin Mill boats ( Boomerang, 

Astrea and Anneli J) completed the 

course – a river course up the Stour. 

There was a fair wind of force 4 to 5 

north easterly which afforded a 

reach back from the harbour to Pin 

Mill.  

 

A special thanks to Nigel Bailey and 

Andrew Milligan for being Flag 

Officers for the day and all went 

well as far as I am aware. Results 

will be posted on the club website. 

 

The next race will be Saturday 6
th

  

June hosted by Shotley Sailing Club 

– please note that it is an 1100 start,  

not 1000 as printed in the Almanac. 

The start line is there near the 

Clubhouse on the Stour and 

described in detail on combined 

clubs section on the PMSC website. 

More competitors are still needed 

from Pin Mill, particularly as 

Boomerang won’t be going on this 

race. Just fill in the form on our 

website and send off. This is 

primarily a fun event for a wide 

range of boats not extreme racing. 

Any boat can enter. 

Steve Miller  

  

Regatta and BBQ 

 
 

 

Sailing for People with Disabilities 

at Woolverstone and Alton Water 

 

 
 

The regatta and BBQ at the RHYC 

was supported by PMSC members 

May Cullen, James Ackland and 

Mark Poppleton. 

 

. 

PMSC Archive Group  
     

The Club’s Archive Group was 

formed 20 years ago, around the 

time of our ‘Diamond’(60th) 

anniversary. Having been 

reorganised in 1935, the Pin Mill 

Sailing Club had reached the age of 

maturity in 1995, with a history 

which deserved recording.   It was 

also vital to tap the memories of 

some of our senior members before 

they departed to Fiddlers’ Green.  

We were fortunate indeed at that 

time to be able to consult Brian 

Humby, who had a phenomenal 

recollection of early members and 

their boats - and a fund of anecdotes 

of former days.  It is due to him that 

the photographs of the ‘historic’ 

boats in our albums were identified, 

also the ownership of the ‘house 

shields’ which hang above the north 

window in the Club Room. (There 

was apparently a craze among 

members in the 1950s to have their 
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‘house’, or racing, flags embazoned 

on wooden shields).  Most of the 

Club burgees presented by visiting 

yachtsmen (above the galley hatch) 

have also been identified, but sadly 

not all.  (If anyone could help with 

this, please get in touch.   Contact 

details below) 

 

The main function of the Archive 

Group is to collect and preserve 

documents and other items relating 

to the Club and its members, not 

including the cups and trophies, and 

also to keep an inventory of the 

paintings and artefacts displayed on 

the walls of the Clubhouse.   

 

From the framed 1935 burgee of the 

newly reconstituted Club, to the 

unique, iconic mural over the bar, 

painted in 1961 by Zelma Blakeley 

R.E., showing the Butt and Oyster, 

depictions of various types of sailing 

barge, some of the members’ boats 

and local characters of the time, to 

the more recent mementoes of 

expeditions to Goes, the walls of our 

Clubhouse reflect the history of the 

Club and its members.  Nearly all 

the paintings, photographs & other 

objects you now see have been 

donated,  particularly notable among 

them being original cartoons by Carl 

Giles and Keith Waite, and original 

designs by Michael Coulter for 

Barge Match programme covers.  

 

Documents, albums and various 

papers relating to the Club are kept 

in two cupboards in the Library. 

These include the Minute Books; 

Visitors’ Books; a complete set of 

Barge Match Programmes; a 

complete set of PMSC Circulars 

from 1982 (with an index updated 

annually); newspaper clippings and 

many other interesting historical 

records; photographs of early 

members’ boats, including those that 

took part in the 1950 Shipwash-

Galloper Race, with historical notes; 

photographs of members and Club 

events (our ‘Family Album’);  

Nautical Photograph Competition 

prizewinners since 2006.  From time 

to time some of these items are 

displayed in the Club, and members 

are entitled to consult any of the 

records on application to one of the 

Archivists. 

 

A complete Inventory of the Club’s 

archives can be found on top of the 

cupboard opposite the bar in the 

Ballard Room, together with the 

Register of members’ boats which is 

maintained by Ron Watts.   From 

time to time, the Inventory is 

checked by the Archive Group, and 

it is particularly requested that 

paintings or other artefacts should 

not be moved - or removed - or 

added to the walls, without 

consulting one of the Archivists.  As 

mentioned above, most items have 

been donated to the Club, and 

sensitive issues may be involved in 

their display on the walls of the 

Clubhouse.   It is also important to 

remember that space is very limited 

- and not all the walls take kindly to 

having objects attached! - so it may 

not always be possible to accept 

new donations or acquisitions. 

Marjorie Carter   

 

The Archive Group:  

Renee Waite           780376   

Marjorie Carter       780541 

Shirley Balfe          780603 

 

 

 Open Day report 
 

Time and tide, and on the day the 

weather, made water borne activities 

less attractive this year than shore 

based ones.  A jumble sale seemed a 

good idea, allowing our members to 

empty their lockers and convert 
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unwanted items into useful cash.  In 

the end only six tables were taken in 

the Games Room and the hoped for 

lunchtime rush of bargain hunters 

never happened.  The steady trickle 

of punters did include some serious 

buyers and I have to confess that I 

sold twice as much stuff as I had 

expected.  My fellow vendors were 

less fortunate, although one did sell 

a dinghy. 

 

In the Ballard Room, our Librarian 

Val Stone was doing a roaring trade 

selling library books, getting rid of 

over fifty volumes of duplicate 

books.  She made over £40 to spend 

on new books and, in parallel, raised 

£35 for the East Anglia Air 

Ambulance Trust.  Our Club 

merchandise table did a steady trade 

resulting in sales of £103. 

 

In the afternoon, the Games Room 

was cleared of jumble and replaced 

by an impressive exhibition of art by 

Renee Waite’s late husband and 

long term Club member, Keith.  

This was accompanied by cream 

teas and homemade cake served by 

Jackie Harding and Judy Terry.  

Scones were donated by Di Chilver, 

whilst Jackie made the cake and 

some cheese scones. 

 

 

New members evening 
 

Fifteen new members and their 

sponsors made for a very full 

Clubhouse on New Members’ 

Evening.  They all got stuck into 

one of our popular pub style quizzes 

and certainly enjoyed the half time 

snacks prepared by Romy 

Blackburn.  I came a bit unstuck in 

the second half as the Bluetooth 

connection between my laptop and 

external speakers disappeared.  I 

was nearly reduced to singing the 

overture from South Pacific but 

common sense prevailed and I 

wandered round the room playing 

the musical clues through the laptop 

speakers.  Tinny though they were it 

was a much better option than the 

commodore’s dodgy falsetto. 

 

 

Fitting out supper .. a 

great success   
 

 

We took a bit of a risk with this 

year’s Fitting Out Supper by 

choosing an Asian themed menu 

from our new caterers, Tamarillo 

Events.  The members rewarded our 

bravery by turning out in force and a 

full house enjoyed an excellent 

meal.  I didn’t see anything but 

plates go back to the galley.   

 

Starters were a choice of Thai fish 

cakes or chicken satay, whilst mains 

were either roast salmon fillet with 

braised pak choy and Thai red Sauce 

or, my favourite, beef rendang with 

mango salsa, both dishes being 

served with rice.  Dessert was a 

refreshing lime and coconut 

panacotta. 

 

With Jo cutting back on her catering 

activities we are lucky to have found 

Tamarillo Events and have now 

booked them for our Laying Up 

Anniversary Supper and Christmas 

Lunch.  We may go for more 

traditional lunch fare, stir- fried 

turkey with hoisin sauce and curried 

sprouts might not go down too well. 

Malcolm Harding 
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60
th

 Eurovision Song 

Contest 
 

A big thank you to Louise Cullen 

and friends, who came up with the 

idea of celebrating the 60th 

Eurovision Song Contest, with a live 

transmission of the event, at the 

Club. Members were encouraged to 

dress up and join in, with a 

welcoming glass of fizz to get them 

in the mood. 

 

The club was packed with people of 

all ages, and the evening a great 

success, with £150 raised for local 

schools in Chelmondiston and 

Holbrook. 

 

Brace yourselves.. it looks as if this 

may become an annual event! 

 

If you have a great idea to add to the 

social calendar, contact the Social 

Secretary (social_sec@pmsc.org) 

 

 

Visit to Harwich VTS 
 

 

We were over-booked for our first 

visit to the Harwich Port control 

room on 29th April. It was a 

fascinating visit, with the 

opportunity to ask lots of questions, 

which the Port team were delighted 

to answer. Members then had a most 

enjoyable lunch at The Pier.  

 

The group travelled to/from 

Harwich on the Shotley Ferry, 

which is in new ownership; we were 

able to negotiate the trip, despite 

being ‘out of season’, and would 

encourage members to give it a go. 

If there is sufficient interest, we will 

repeat the visit next year for anyone 

who lost out. 

Judy Terry  

Saturday 3
rd

 October 

Visit to Adnams  
 

 

We have booked a visit for members 

to Adnams Brewery in Southwold, 

followed by a guided tasting and 

lunch at The Crown. Numbers will 

be limited, and we will be travelling 

by coach. Full details will be 

announced shortly – so read  emails 

and book early!    

Judy Terry 

 

 

      HM Coastguard 
 

       
 

 

MRCC Thames will close on Friday 

5th June 2015 and their 

responsibility will be transferred 

into the national network. 

 

While this is a change to the way 

search and rescue is coordination; 

the availability of Coastguard 

Rescue Teams, lifeboats, search 

and rescue helicopters in the area 

will be unaffected. You will notice 

no difference in the service you 

receive. 999 calls and distress 

broadcasts will be dealt with and 

search and rescue missions 

coordinated as they are now. 

 

In September 2014, a National 

Maritime Operations Centre 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Tropers/InverurieJones&ei=pqVlVY-dLsH4UOTygcgO&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNG6Y_bILFnGOEXm17HLrqe-vQ2XzA&ust=1432811200624395
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(NMOC) in Fareham was opened 

and the introduction of a ‘national 

network’ will enable the NMOC and 

10 Coastguard Operation Centres 

(CGOC) to coordinate any incident 

around the UK coast. Incidents will 

continue to be managed locally but 

with a much better support network 

available nationally. 

 

Emergency Calls:  

To report a coastal or maritime 

emergency call 999 and ask for 

Coastguard and the operator will 

transfer the call to the appropriate 

Coastguard Operations Centre. On 

the water use the VHF, not the 

phone in an emergency.  

  

Routine phone calls:  

Following the transfer of MRCC 

Thames’ responsibilities to the 

national network, the telephone 

numbers you currently use to make 

routine, x-directory and 999 calls 

will remain the same and should 

continue to be used.  

 

As transition of MRCCs into the 

national network progresses around 

the country, a new national number 

will be introduced. We will publish 

this number separately at a later 

date. 

 

Contacting the Coastguard by VHF:  

Digital Selective Calling (DSC) is 

the preferred method of 

contacting UK Coastguard and all 

existing MMSI numbers will remain 

in use.  

 

The marine VHF and MF radio 

coverage provided by HM 

Coastguard remains unchanged and 

you should continue to use the radio  

call sign ‘Thames Coastguard’ when 

operating in the former Thames 

area. In a Mayday situation send a 

DISTRESS ALERT before the 

voice call, as this will transmit the 

position if the radio is linked to a 

GPS.   

 

Maritime Safety Information:  

Maritime Safety Information 

including weather, gale warnings 

and navigational warnings will 

continue to be broadcast on the 

same schedule and frequencies as 

previously published. Go to 

www.gov.uk and search for 

Maritime Safety and Navigation for 

up to date information. 

 

 

Time Expired Pyrotechnics:  

Leisure sailors who need to dispose 

of time expired pyrotechnics should 

continue to phone their nearest 

operations centre for guidance, in 

this case CGOC Humber (see above 

- Contacting the Coastguard 

Directly by Phone).  

 

 

 

 

If you have any concerns ask Sara or 

Romy for advice. Holbrook 

Coastguard Rescue Team will be on 

call 24/7 as they have been for 

almost 20 years.  

Sara Hopkinson. SO Holbrook CRT 

 

 

 
A Night to Remember 
20th June   A  Night  to  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Her_Majesty's_Coastguard&ei=SqllVeKpIczjUaLxgvgC&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEgesvQJAFNPiux_85HzsULWGpPVA&ust=1432812209870387
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