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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

                       

 

 

 

 
 

On January 15
th

 HM Coastguard celelbrates 

200 years of service. It is the oldest of the four 

UK emergency services and about  90% of 

the personnel are volunteers. 

 

Congratulations to the thousands of 

volunteers coastguards round the country 

who are on call 24/7.  

        

 

 

 

 

 
On Fridays the club is 

open from 2000  

 

On Sundays the club is 

open from 1200 

 

 

 

Saturday 23
rd

 April 

Fitting Out Supper 

 

Saturday 9
th

 July  

60
th

 Pin Mill Barge Match  

                             

                      
 

       

             
 

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  
 

Contributions for the next newsletter 

as soon as possible as please to; 

 

sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

 

Photographs welcome 

 

 

Diary                                January 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk


 

 2 

                     
               

Happy New Year    
 

 

But, Ddon’t forget:     PMSC Statement 11.12.21 

 

Members and guests are required by the new Government regulations 

to wear a face covering on entering the club and must keep it on until 

they leave, unless exempt or they have a reasonable excuse for 

removing it, such as eating or drinking. 

 

 

Sunday 26
th

 December: Morris Men  
 

It was great to have them back. 
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Boxing Day might have been a bit damp but the Morris Dancers came, the rain eased 

and they danced on the causeway. 

 

After bacon rolls and some beer they led the carol singing from the deck.  

 

The earliest known written mention of Morris dancing is 1448, and records the 

payment of seven shillings to Morris dancers by the Goldsmiths’ Company in London. 

There were other groups that acted religious stories and folk tales such George and the 

dragon. In some areas they tended to poke fun at local bigwigs and so adopted a 

disguise, with those in Cornwall and the Yorkshire/Derbyshire mining areas blacked 

their faces with coal dust. Having a disguise was also handy if illegal begging was 

taking place. Some groups painted their faces green.  

 

The origin of the name is not really know but may come from Moorish, from the 

Moors in Spain and the dangerous Arab pirates of the time, but the name might have 

been adopted as just meaning exotic. 

 

If you missed it, they will be back next year. Before then try:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sArAC2_ow2k  

 

After bacon rolls and some beer they then lead the carol singing from the deck. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sArAC2_ow2k
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    The history of HM Coastguard  
 

 

 

The Coastguard Service came about mainly as a result of a reorganisation of other 

existing services used at combating the hugely profitable smuggling activities that has 

been going on for many centuries. Since then, it has undergone many further 

reorganisations until, it is now responsible for ship and coastline safety. 

 

In 1698 the Treasury and Board of Customs established the 'Riding Officers' in Kent 

and Sussex to help combat the rise in smuggling. This was to be the first peace-time 

force for 'the guard of the coasts of Kent and Sussex,' By the early 18th century the 

force had risen to around 300 men. Towards the end of the 18th century it was 

increased further to cover most of the British coast.  

 

At sea the small fleet of Revenue sloops could not effectively tackle the bigger and 

better armed smuggling vessels. Warren Lisle, Surveyor of Sloops of the South Coast, 

succeeded in obtaining new larger and better armed vessels. These were clinker built 
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(used over-lapping boards or planks) cutters with a large spread of sail and a very long 

bowsprit. By 1782 there were 40 vessels in service totalling 4,000 tons and carrying 

700 crewmen and 200 guns. It was around this time the Revenue Service began to gain 

the upper hand. 

 

In 1809 the 'Preventive Waterguard' was formed to operate in coastal waters. They 

were based in Watch Houses around the coast and boat crews patrolled their allotted 

stretch of coast each night. At this time there were 42 Revenue cruisers and 59 boats 

covering the three divisions comprising the British coastline. So at this time there was 

a triple defence line for would-be smugglers to pass: at sea the Preventive cruisers, 

inshore the boats of the Waterguard and ashore the Riding Officers. 

 

At the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, Captain Joseph McCulloch proposed the 

creation of a unified service to guard the coast of Kent where he was at that time 

commander of a Royal Navy ship supporting the Revenue Service.  He proposed that 

the shore patrols, the in-shore water patrol and the off-shore cruiser activity should all 

be united under a single command. So in 1816 the 'Coast Blockade Service' was 

created under McCulloch’s command on the Kent coastline between North Foreland 

and Dungeness. This proved to be highly successful but not popular. By 1820 there 

were 6,708 officers and men, including 2,375 men on 31 Royal Navy ships, operating 

at a total cost of just under £521,000.  

 

There was considerable scope for confusion and duplication because of the fragmented 

approach. The reason being the Board of Excise had its own Revenue Cruisers and its 

own officers called Riding Officers; these covered the entire country, not just the coats 

of Kent and Sussex, and were concerned with the collection (and preventing the 

evasion) of excise duty. 

 

In 1821 a committee examining the operation of the Customs recommended the 

combination of all services (except the Coast Blockade which would remain under the 

Admiralty) under the control of the Board of Customs. Officers would be 

recommended by the Admiralty. The title 'The Coastguard' Service rose and came into 

operation on January 15
th

  1822 - it's official birthday. In 1831 the 'Coast Blockade' 

was absorbed into the new Coastguard Service. This new service employed nearly 

6,700 men. 

 

Coastguards served on ships and on shore. Those men on shore were posted away from 

their home for fear of collusion and/or collaboration with smugglers. Coastguard 

Stations were designed and equipped with living quarters for married men as well as 

single. Each station was commanded by a Chief Officer who normally was a Royal 

Navy lieutenant. In rank - beneath him were Chief Boatman, Commissioned Boatman 

and Boatman ranks. The size of the station determined the number of each rank. By 

1839 there were over 4,553 Coastguards. 
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In 1829 the first 'Coastguard Instructions' were issued and, included in them was a 

section on lifesaving and lifesaving equipment. At the time, the Manby lifesaving 

equipment was already in widespread use. 

 

In 1831 the Admiralty were determined that the Coastguard Service should be a 

reserve force for the Royal Navy. As a result the regulations for recruitment of officers 

and men were laid down. 

 

On October 1
st
  1856, (after the end of the Crimean War), control of the Coastguard 

Service was transferred to the Admiralty. Here, all the traditions and historical 

associations with the smuggler finally disappeared. By this time smuggling was 

dropping and the lifesaving role and Naval Reserve aspects were more significant.  

 

The Coastguard had always performed some kind of duty in wrecks, salvage and 

lifesaving apparatus. In 1866, they were finally authorised, by an Instruction to 'take an 

active part in the workings of a lifeboat.' Another duty became the reporting on 

movements of buoys, beacons and light vessels - and the list continues to grow through 

the years. 

 

From its earliest days signalling was the forte of the Coastguard Service, and it was 

this skill that was the greatest value to the naval Reserve. Signal exercises were 

constantly conducted - twice daily - using semaphore flags and telegraphy, and 

flashing lamps at night. There were many exercises and manoeuvres involving the 

Royal Navy and the Coastguards which, through practice were completely successful. 

 

On one such manoeuvre, a new method of communication was used and proved, 

thanks to the trained Coastguards, to be very successful - the General Post Office 

(G.P.O.) telegraphic system had arrived! In 1892 a System of Coast Communications 

was built under the G.P.O, with nearly all Coastguard Stations to which Life saving 

Apparatus (L.S.A.) were situated or where lifeboats were stationed. Soon a line was 

installed right around the coast. 

 

This scheme started after the Royal National Lifeboat Association drew the attention 

of 'a means of conveying information of the need for lifeboats between signal stations 

and lifeboat stations.' 

 

In 1905, an additional ten Wireless / Telegraph (W/T) and Signal Stations were built in 

to the established stations, at Duncansby Head, Fraserburgh, Tynemouth, Cleethorpes, 

Winterton (Yarmouth), Tiree, Slyne Head, Dunmore Head, St Anne's and Port Patrick. 

 

It became clear that the Admiralty did not accept responsibility for life saving duties 

and was shown in Article 654 of the Admiralty Coastguard Instructions of 1911 which 

states: 'It is to be noted that the Admiralty does not accept responsibility for any 

adequacy of the system of life-saving arrangements that may exist in any portion of the 
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coasts of the United Kingdom, but, at places where Coastguardsmen are stationed, 

such Coastguardsmen are to render every possible assistance to the local life-saving 

services as far as is compatible with their proper duties." 

 

In an attempt to fill the space in the life-saving services, a number of private life-

saving corps were formed. The Board of Trade, under the Merchant Shipping Act 

1854, took over the supervision and took responsibility of the Rocket Life-Saving 

Apparatus Companies and Brigades, and were dependant on the assistance of the 

Coastguard for it's effectiveness. These were the forerunners of the modern Auxiliary 

Coastguard Service. 

 

The Tynemouth Volunteer Life Brigade was formed in 1864, and on 31st January 

1866, a second Brigade was formed at South Shields. Four days after Tynemouth was 

founded, Cullercoats, which only a mile from Tynemouth, gave notice they were 

beginning to form a Brigade. In early 1865 Cullercoats Brigade was formed with sixty 

to seventy members, most of which were fishermen. 

 

During the next 70 years the service acquired a variety of different responsibilities, 

ranging from those laid down in the Coastguard Service Act 1856 (to provide for the 

defence of the coasts of the realm, the more ready manning of the Royal Navy in the 

event of war or emergency, and the protection of the revenue), to assisting vessels in 

distress, taking charge of wrecks, operating life-saving apparatus, participating in the 

lifeboat service, searching for mines and torpedoes lost at sea, and performing sundry 

duties in connection with signals, telegraphs, buoys, lighthouses, wild birds and rare 

fish washed ashore. 

 

The Coastguard as run by the Admiralty consisted of three distinct bodies; the Shore 

Force, the Permanent Cruiser Force and the Guard Ships, naval ships which lay at 

major ports to act as headquarters of Coastguard districts. 

 

After the First World War the Coastguard Service showed there was a significant 

reduction in it's manpower.  

 

Control of the Service changed hands 5 times after 1923: 

Board of Trade                                   1923-1939 

Ministry of Shipping                           1939-1940 

Admiralty                                            1940-1945 

Ministry of (War) Transport                1945-1964 

Department of Trade                           1964 - 1983 

 

Department of Transport                    1983 to date 

(now Dept. for the Environment, Transport and the Regions.)          
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When I joined the Coastguard in 1982 we still trained with breeches buoy, used rocket 

lines, had a RHIB patrol boat and manned the look-out every weekend.  

 

Now the teams are trained in rope rescue, working with helicopters, search, mud 

rescue and the vast majority are volunteers.  

 

The full-time staff at the operations centres co-ordinate incidents using Coasgtguard 

teams, CG helicopters, the RNLI and other resourses. They also provide routine 

services, such as regualr weather forecasts on VHF.    
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    Canoe and paddle for sale: £350   
 

    
 

We have sold one of the canadian canoes and the other one is for sale, and the plan is 

to buy two stand up paddle boards! 

 

Discount for club member! Email commodore@pmsc.org.uk  

 

 

                                                    
                                                                                                                                                   

mailto:commodore@pmsc.org.uk
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2022 dates for your new diary 
 

                                            

January 22
nd

  .. Burns Night .. CANCELLED  

April 23
rd

  .. Fitting Out Supper 

June 2 – 5
th

  .. Jubilee 

July 9
th

  .. 60
th

 Pin Mill Barge Match   

August 25th or 26th .. Cruise to Clacton Air Show lead by Graeme Hammond 

September 3rd Regatta organised by6 Simon and the sailing committee 

October 15th .. Laying Up Supper 

November26th .. AGM 

 

 

Other planned events:  

Cruise to the Deben, Backwaters and Brighlingsea lead by Rick Kirkcup, Susie and 

Will Patten  

Ha’penny Cup organised by Paul Jefferies and Graeme Hammond  

Photograph competition organised by Val Stone and team 

Macmillan Coffee Morning organised by Di Chilver and team 

 

 

                                                    
 

Volunteering at the club ..  
 

 

We are still looking for volunteers to help with Sunday lunches, and to help with 

the organisation of one of our major social events. 

 

 

At the moment we are offering baked potatoes, pizza, soup and bacon rolls, but other 

ideas are welcome.  

                       

                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                         

Welcome to ..      
 

.           There are no new members this month 
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Trinity House Notice To Mariners  
  

  

The General Lighthouse Authorities for the UK and Ireland have concluded that their 

Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS) is no longer required and have made 

the decision that the system will be discontinued from March 31
st
 2022. 

 

The (DGPS) Service was established at a time when the publicly available GPS signal 

was intentionally degraded, resulting in large position errors. Augmentation was 

necessary to correct for these errors and meet minimum requirements for maritime 

positioning and navigation. In the year 2000, the intentional error in GPS positioning 

was removed. Since then, system technology has improved and the GPS constellation 

has been modernised. Observed positional accuracy for unaugmented GPS now 

consistently meets IMO requirements for accuracy around the coast of the UK and 

Ireland for marine navigation. 

 

                                                                     
 

Sea Change Trust  
 

 

                                     
 

The Sea Change Trust  is hosting a talk by Captain Jim Thom at Maldon Town Hall on 

Saturday 29
th

 January at 1930.  

 

The title of the talk is “The Essex Connection” as Jim was master of the restored 

William Fife 19 metre Mariquita from 2004 until 2012. When commissioned in 1911 

she was skippered by Edward Sycamore of Brightlingsea. Prior to Mariquita, Jim took 
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another Fife, the Kentra, to South America, and afterwards the replica three mast 

schooner Atlantic to the Pacific. The original Atlantic won the Kaiser’s Cup in 1905 

setting a trans-Atlantic record she held until 1980. Jim is a trustee of the Sea-Change 

Sailing Trust. 

 

 http://www.seachangesailingtrust.org.uk/  

  

There will be a bar which will open a bit earlier and Den Phillips will exhibit pictures 

in the foyer.  

 

         

http://www.seachangesailingtrust.org.uk/
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Tides 
 

 

 

                    
 

 

Copies of the 2022 Harwich Harbour Yacht Guide and Tide Table are available in the 

library.  

 

The tide tables can be downloaded. 

 

 

https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/TT-individual-pages-2022.pdf  

 

 

         

https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/TT-individual-pages-2022.pdf
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