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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

 

 

              

            Merry  Christmas  and  a  

 

                Happy  New  Year  

 

        from   the   Commodore   and                    

                      Committee 

                             

 

                        
                                                                          

 

              Membership renewal due by January 1
st
 2020 

 

 

     

 

December 7
th

 December  

 
Speaker Patrick McIntosh 

“Cycling to Japan”  

 

Sunday 15
th

 December 
Christmas Lunch 

 

Tuesday 24
th

 December 

Carol singing  

 

Thursday 26
th

 December  

Morris Dancers 

 

Tuesday 31
st
 December 

New Year’s Eve party 

 

 
 

Saturday 25
th

 January   

Burns Night party 

 

Saturday 8
th

 February  

Visiting speaker 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 February 

Supper  

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  
The next newsletter will be in late 

January, for February.  Contributions 

as early as possible please to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

Photographs welcome 

Diary            December 2019 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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AGM Commodore’s Report                                                    
 

               
 

 

Well, what an exciting year. I am going to keep this brief…well as brief as possible! 

Without stealing the thunder from the pending secretaries reports, we have had 

generally strong performance all round.  

 

The bar has seen a step change in activity over the last 12 months, and now  

incorporates food sales, including the Friday night summer BBQ’s, Sunday lunches 

and various on demand snacks throughout the year. We will aso continue to focus on 

reducing cost and waste where possible, and on being a responsible corporate 

neighbour. Card payments have now been operational for a full year. This has been 

hugely successful mainly in reducing the volume of cash that passes through the club. 

In addition to this, online booking for events has been dramatically improved through 

the introduction of Stripe. Lee Foster has worked tirelessly behind the scenes to 

implement this. 

 

Sadly, we lost two members this year, Tony Cowley and Viv Burroughs. Let us not 

forget the contribution that they made to the club over their many years of 

membership.  

 

Membership figures are strong, and continue to grow, with new applications being 

received throughout the year, spurred on by our popular social events, both planned 

and opportunisitic!  

 

Now, talking about contributions, I have a few more words to say. As I am sure you 

are all well aware, our Club is a wonderful place that attempts to offer sailing and 

water borne activities, social events and educational events to a broad spectrum of 

membership of all ages. This level of activity would not be possible with out your 

committee, the relevant secretaries and an array of volunteers; some of whom work 

quietly in the background (and some who don’t). To this end, on behalf of the club and 

the membership, I would like to thank everyone who has helped and assisted our 

activity through the past year. Thank you.  

 

There are some members that consistently contribute more than their fair share. So a 

special thank you goes to Nick for his colossal effort on all things bar, Jill for her 

seemingly tireless energy and ideas on all things social, Lucie for ensuring bills are 

paid, Di and Pete for their stalwart performance throughout the year, Bob for his 

tremendous support covering Sunday lunches and the extended team who invariably 

help to set up and decorate the club, Malcolm, Cathy and David to name a few. 

 

We have some Committee changes this year.  

Moorings Secretary - Ian Saunders after many years of service on the committee has 

decided to stand down to focus on other interests. Steve Miller has kindly agreed to 

undertake the Moorings Secretary role. 
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Sailing Secretary – Simon Ruffles is undertaking the role this year, so we’re looking 

forward to seeing what Simon will bring to the role. Good luck Simon, you have our 

support. 

 

Barge Match Secretary – Julian Ackland has decided it’s time to throw the towel in. 

He has been organising the match for almost 30 years and now hands the course cards 

and stopwatch over to James, who has been shadowing for almost as many 

years…….almost. 

 

Merchandise – Katherine Doughty has decided to stand down from organising the 

merchandise. We are looking at incorporating this within the website for online sales – 

watch this space. 

 

Archives Committee – Renee Waite and Marjorie Carter have decided that it is time 

for others to do their bit for the archive and have asked to stand down. In the short 

term, they will hand over to the flag officers, however Val Stone has kindly offered to 

pick up the mantle, so thanks Val. 

 

Lastly, but not least, Ron and Hetty Watts have decided it is time to call it a day on the 

laying out of the club for functions. For more years than I would imagine that they care 

to remember, they have been organising seating plans, setting up tables and chairs, and 

returning the club to normal order for most formal club functions, in addition to 

dressing the mast and flying the ensign as and when required. In recognition the 

Committee unanimously agreed that they would be jointly awarded the Whitbread Cup 

as a result of their outstanding contribution to the club. 

 

There is one other person who needs a mention. Thank you to my wife, who supports 

me in my role and has allowed me to ‘live’ in the club for the last year. 

 

We’re a great club, however, wo do need volunteers, so don’t be shy.We would not 

have enjoyed the level of success this year had it not been for your support, so from 

me, it’s a huge thank you to my committee, and thank you to you the members. Let’s 

look forward to a fantastic 2020! 

 

Mark Poppleton  

  

                   .  

AGM Treasurer’s Report 
 

 

I can hardly believe it’s nearly a year since ‘volunteering’ to be Treasurer.  It’s 

certainly been interesting.  Finding the extra hours in an already jam packed working 

week is not easy but here we are, end of year one, I think everyone got paid and we 

appear to still be solvent!   

 

Thanks to everyone involved for their help, support and patience from those who do 

the banking right through to committee members who have learned how to use our 

accounting system themselves to help reduce workloads.  We are all helped by the 
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reduction of cash and cheque handling and I really hope Members continue to support 

their committee volunteers by adopting these changes in the future, especially by 

paying subscriptions promptly and by Bank transfer next year, without the extra 

expense and extra workload caused by reminders!  

 

Looking first at income.   Overall income was £26,362, so a decent increase on last 

year (£23,124). Membership subscriptions appear much higher than last year at 

£17,356 but the increase is not quite that impressive.  It is up from a £16,000 average, 

which is good but the big jump is due to an adjustment last year to bring Subs into the 

financial year end period rather than the calendar year they are paid.  I believe it is 

sensible to consider a small CPI 1.7% increase in subscriptions this year, small regular 

increases in line with inflation avoid larger intermittent jumps and reflect general cost 

increases.  Other income up from last year includes bar sales and the Barge Match.  

 

Moving onto expenditure.   Total expenditure was £24,615 so higher than last year 

(£20,433).  Maintenance and repairs stands out at £4,864, up from £1,070 from last 

year due to some improvements and purchases for the Club including the ladies toilet 

refurb (new floor, decoration and water heater), snooker table revamp, new kitchen tap 

and new chair leg ends along with quarterly pest control activities.  The Club has also 

invested in a few things this year, including new Canoes / Kayaks (£1,619) a new till 

system (£919) the Karaoke machine (£90) and a new hoover (£227).  

 

With more social events, Saturday opening, Sunday lunches and very busy Friday 

BBQ nights staff costs have increased significantly (£8,167 from £5,909).  Volunteers 

have played a big part in keeping costs down and a summer rota of volunteers did help 

again behind the bar this year but we definitely missed the regular volunteering that the 

Club has enjoyed from Bob over the years.   The commodore also helped save some 

money by negotiating a much improved telephone deal which has seen costs drop this 

year.   

 

Given the level and nature of our fairly fixed costs (utilities, staff, insurance, 

maintenance) generating income is important and I note the great efforts of Bar and 

Social Secretaries along with all of the volunteers and dedicated Club helpers for their 

hard work this year and even with some notable purchases and improvements overall 

income was £1,747 more than expenditure.  That said, it is always prudent to keep a 

close eye on expenditure, and where possible reduce it and ensure income at least 

covers the expenditure where there are direct links, especially given the aspirations to 

refurbish the Club over the next few years which could cost a significant amount of 

money.   

 

Lucie Breadman 

  

All other reports can be found on the club website. 
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   Macmillan Coffee Morning  

We  raised  £300  this  year.                             

Thank  you  to  all  who  supported  the  event.  

 

 Nautical Photograph Competition  
 

 

You can’t help feeling sorry for Anthony Cullen!  Year after year he pitches up to 

judge the Nautical Photograph competition, and year after year it just gets harder (I’m 

considering giving him his presentation bottle of wine before the judging next year).  

So thanks to Anthony for his continued service to the Club. 

The standard of entrants was magnificent this year and I am grateful to all who took 

the time and trouble to bring such quality to this event.  For those of you who missed it 

you can see the prize winners on the Club website under ‘social events’.  Unfortunately 

you won’t be able to see all the other photos which, in my view, were just as worthy. 

My thanks to Kate Luke who volunteered at the last minute to help set up the display, 

and who was genuinely stunned to receive second prize.  Also thanks to Marjorie 

Carter for presenting the trophy, and for her continued advice and support for this 

event. 

 

1st Tim Crosbie My Way    (Almanac 2020) 

2nd Kate Luke Escape 

3rd Rick Kirkup Misty Morning 

 

Highly Commended 

John Sparks  Squibs III 

Suzie Mills  New Members 

Christopher Pearson Flamborough Head 

Christopher Pearson Thalatta at Hamford Water 

Tim Crosbie  Lindisfarne Lobster Pots 

 

Commended 

John Sparks  Squibs 

John Sparks  Squibs IV 

Stephanie Stanley Jolly Wrecked 

Stephanie Stanley Misty Afternoon Reflection 

John Bowen  A Misty Start 

John Bowen  Big Brother is Watching 

Jerry Francis  Brunel Viaduct 

Renee Waite  Learning to Ro 
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 Saturday 7
th

 December:  Children’s Christmas party                  

                   
The party starts at 1400 and includes arts, crafts, disco, party games, a hotdog & drink.  

Member’s children (up to 12 years of age) £3.50 per child.  Non-members £4.00 each.  

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 

Please book no later than Monday 2
rd

 December via the website. 

 

The bar will be open during the party, 1400 to 1630.  

                    

Christmas Events at PMSC                          
 

Christmas Lunch at the club is on Sunday 15
th

 December at 1300. Please book by 

December 9
th

 on the website. Don’t miss the Carol Singing on Christmas Eve. The 

club will open for members at 1730, and to the public at 1830. Also not to be missed, 

the Morris Men and bacon butties on Boxing Day from 1200.                
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Tuesday 31
st
 December: New Year’s Eve Party 

 

          

      Relive the 80’s ! 
The party starts at 2030, so bring some 1980’s nibbles to share............................. 
Cheese and pineapple hedgehog  -  Cocktail-sized sausages on sticks  -  Vol-au-vents  
Quiche Lorraine  –  Trifle  –  Twiglets  -  Mini Cheddars  -  Cheese Balls 
        

                                                 

Saturday 7
th

 December: Patrick McIntosh  
 

               

 

  Patrick, a member of PMSC, recently completed a four 

month journey cycling from England to Japan. Come and hear about this amazing trip 

on Saturday 7
th

 December at 2000.  

 

Notices to Mariners 
  

      

Current notices can be viewed at           https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/  

 

https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/
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The annual report from the HHA Leisure Vessel Sub Committee included: 

 The 2020 Harwich Harbour Yachting Guide will be available shortly. They 

print 20,000 every year. 

 Incidents that do occur in the harbour involving leisure craft are usually visitors 

so, if cruising to Europe or even Kent please deliver some copies to clubs and 

marinas.  

 There were 27 incidents in Harwich in 2019. These include contacts, a fire, 

engine or steering failures, and heavy landings! None involved leisure craft 

 37% of marine reports (less serious than incidents) involved leisure craft and 

these included yachts adrift, speeding, abandoned vessels and crossing too 

close infront of a commercial vessel.  

 Skippers are advised to monitor VHF channel 71 in the harbour, and channel 

68 in the Orwell.  

 Overall, the HHA port area enjoys a high level of safety in comparison with 

other ports and thanks were extended to the leisure community for contributing 

to this. 

 Attention was drawn to MGN 599 (M) Pleasure vessels – Regulations and 

exemptions – Guidance and best practice advice 

 Maintenance dredging continues in the harbour with an application to deepen 

the main channel to 16m as bigger ships from China were now being made 

with a 16m draft. At the moment the HHA can take 1 inbound and 1 outbound 

on a full tide but it is predicted that demand will be greater. A 2 degree list on 

such a vessel can increase the draft by 1 metre. The new vessels will have 13 

containers high and weight 300,000 tons. 

                                                                                         

2020 Events 
 

 Saturday 25
th

January Burns Night Supper. Please book via the website by 

January 17
th

 . Cost £15.50.   

 Saturday 8
th

 February Visiting Speaker  

 Saturday 22
nd

 February Themed Supper Night  
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 On Sunday 8
th

 March the Fitting Out Lunches start. We need volunteers for 

these please. Contact - House_Sec@pmsc.org.uk 

 Saturday 14
th

 March - Quiz at SSC vs PMSC  

 Sunday 22
nd

 March - Fitting Out Lunch Mother’s Day  

 Saturday 28th March – Themed Supper Night   

For further details of any event, and to book,  please visit the website or the Pin Mill 

Sailing Club Social face book page. 

 

                                                              

Did you miss this?  
 

 

RYA East hosted their first Cruising Conference on Sunday 24th November at the 

Royal Hospital School, Holbrook, aimed at cruising members of the RYA. Over 100 

people attended and attended workshops and listen to updates from RYA House on 

news events relavant to boating, all for £10 for an RYA personal member. Many local 

RYA training centres were there too. 

Date for next year Sunday 29
th

 November.  
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Trafalgar Night Supper  

A fantastic Trafalgar Night at the club, many thanks to Graeme and Moira for all their 

hard work and to the Hornpipe dancers for such a giggle.      

   

                             

Family Halloween Party - Bones them Bones 

A great evening for everyone, children's games to begin, thanks to Nicola & Naomi - 

banger's and mash thanks to Di & Peter - Talk on bones thanks to Steve.......and 

karaoke into the early hours of the morning!!, thanks to everyone who helped to make 

it a success      
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PMSC Bake Off - 'Mince Pies’ 

Out of ten entrants- Congratulations to Reuben Poppleton for winning the PMSC Bake 

Off by making the best Mince Pies, (no help from parents) with Stephanie Stanley 

runner up and Jill Hodgson third. Thanks to Di & Monica for the blind tasting and 

judging. All the mince pies looked and tasted delicious, it must have been difficult to 

judge. Thanks to all those who took part. 

Out of the shop bought mince pies – Waitrose & Marks & Spencer came equal top 

with Tesco and Aldi close behind. 

              

 

2019 Laying Up Supper 

PMSC Laying Up Supper 2019 - A good evening had by all, fabulous food by Paul 

Thompson Events, delivered by Joey and his team. Thanks to Jill & her team - 

Catherine, David, Malcolm, Bob, Di & Peter for helping to make it such a success. 
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MOB  Beacon .. AIS  

One relatively new piece of equipment discussed at the RYA EAST Cruising 

Conference was MOB Beacons working on AIS, where the location of a casualty is 

displayed on a chartplotter. These beacons are designed to be fitted inside a lifejacket, 

and can be activated automatically. They have a relatively short range.  

They do not have the potential to alert Coastguard, so for a vessel  in distress the best 

emerergency signals would be 

 DSC Distress Alert followed by a voice Mayday  

 An EPIRB  

All transmitting, or potentially transmitting equipment should be listed on the Ships 

Radio Licence or a Ship Portable Radio Licence. Details are on the OFCOM website.  

                 

Finally, don’t forget, 2020 is a leap year! 
 

                        


