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December  2018  Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

              

            Merry Christmas and  

 

                Happy New Year  

 

from  the  Commodore  and  Committee 

 

 

 

   

                          
 

 

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

     

 

December 8
th

 December  
 

 
Sunday 16

th
 December 

Christmas Lunch 

 

Monday 24
th

 December 

Carol singing from 1830 

 

Wednesday 26
th

 December  

Morris Dancers 

 

Monday 31
st
 December 

New Year’s Eve 

 

 
 

Saturday 12
th

 January 

January Quiz 

 

Saturday 26
th

 January   

Burns Night party 

 

Saturday 7
th

 February  

Atlantic Crossing Ron Watts 

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  
The next newsletter will be in late 

January, for February.  Contributions 

as early as possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

Photographs welcome 

 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpzLfdnffeAhUJ4YUKHYuTC-4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.illustrationsource.com/stock/image/433276/christmas-tree-boat/?%26results_per_page%3D1%26detail%3DTRUE%26page%3D3&psig=AOvVaw1kDfcqckBVu_Yg-Mguxx8E&ust=1543499391902994
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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Fellow members, Welcome to the December PMSC 

Newsletter, and my first as Commodore .......                                                     
 

               
For the frequent club users and local residents, you may already know me. For those 

who don’t, I will briefly introduce myself. I am Mark Poppleton, married to Nicola, 

with a rapidly growing family of three boys, Oliver, Reuben, Caleb and a dog! We live 

just up Pin Mill Lane in Chelmondiston. 

 

I am very fortunate to be heading a fantastic Committee that has managed to gain 

several new faces. New blood can and will bring fresh ideas and solutions to the table, 

ultimately offering a different and hopefully refreshing perspective on club matters. I 

am looking forward to working with them in the coming year, and I ask that you assist 

and support them in their duties. For those not present at the AGM, let me introduce 

them. 

                                       

FLAG OFFICERS 

Vice Commodore – David Abbott, Rear Commodore – Charlotte Norman 

 

HON. SECS. 

Treasurer – Lucie Breadman, Hon. Bar Secretary – Nick Jones, Hon. Secretary – Susie 

Mills, Hon. Social Secretary – Jill Hodgson, Hon. Property Secretary – Mark Fookes, 

Hon. House Secretary – Di Chilver, Hon. Sailing Secretary – Steve Miller, Hon. 

Moorings Secretary – Ian Saunders, Hon. Newsletter Secretary – Sara Hopkinson, 

Hon. Barge Match Secretary – Julian Ackland, Membership Secretary – Graeme 

Hammond. 

 

COMMITTEE  

Nicky Cordle, James Ackland, Judy Terry, Catherine Abbott 

 

I consider being a member of Pin Mill Sailing Club a sincere privilege. I remember 

when my family and I first joined, one of the first things that ran through my mind was 

that the Club was our own piece of paradise. It was a place that we could go to escape 

the hectic pace of everyday life and unwind. I never tire of the changing view from the 

club verandah. 

 

As I became more involved, the quiet time has all but evaporated as there is always 

something that needs to be done. However, it has always been a pleasure to share with 

fellow and potential members the uniqueness of PMSC. The club has a fantastic and 

enviable ambience, provided largely by the members that come from all walks of life, 

ranging in age from the early years with our younger family members, through to 

ninety plus for some of our more mature members.  

 

We enjoy a vibrant, diverse and busy social programme, of which there is more in 

store for the coming year. Jill Hodgson and her creative talents will be ensuring that 

you have plenty of opportunities to wine, dine and party in the Clubhouse. Judy will be 
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working alongside supporting Jill. Judy’s popular midweek outings will continue to 

feature in the club calendar. 

 

Well, what do I want to achieve in the next couple of years I hear you cry!!?..... It 

would be foolish to commit to too much at this point, however, there are areas that I 

feel need attention. We need to simplify our routine processes and procedures. We 

need to involve more members and encourage them to assist in the running of the club. 

We need to enhance the value of being a PMSC member. We need to find ways of 

reducing our impact on the environment. We need to find ways of developing and 

encouraging more club sailing. We need to enjoy ourselves and have fun! 

 

Work has started already. Some of you may have noticed that the bar now has a new 

till system. Nick has worked hard to get everything set up and installed. We can now 

accept card, apple and android payments over the bar for everything; drinks, 

merchandise, lunches, functions, membership and more. We will be sending out 

invoices for membership renewal shortly, which will be due on 1st January 2019. If 

you receive these by email, there will be an online payment option via PayPal for those 

wishing to pay directly. This will massively cut down the amount of admin required in 

processing membership payments. We will be looking at implementing a similar 

payment gateway when booking club functions. 

 

As a Committee, we will work to preserve the beauty, character and traditions of the 

club, whilst welcoming new ideas that will benefit the membership. 

 

In the lead up to Christmas and with the New Year a matter of weeks away Nicola and 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible in the Club.    

 

Respectfully, 

Mark Poppleton, Commodore 

 

                    .  

AGM Reports: Retiring Commodore  
 

Fellow Club Members, Welcome. 

 

I was lucky last year not to have the sad duty to report on deaths within the 

membership. Unfortunately not so fortunate this year in that we lost two members: 

Terry Everitt and Kenny Eason. I would like also to take the opportunity to mention 

two other names, people who, during their membership, contributed to the Club and 

will have been known to many of you: Peter Cousins earlier this year and, very 

recently, Heather Morris. 

 

This year has been notable for the summer weather and hopefully many of us have 

been able to take advantage of it on the water. The Club’s year has passed smoothly, 

thanks to the efforts of the General Committee, with a varied social programme from 

Judy. The sailing programme run by Steve, whose dogged determination has ensured 

that we still do have sailing events! The cruises organised by Rick Kirkup have been 

an excellent addition to the calendar. 
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In terms of the activities of the Club, all aspects will be covered by the reports from the 

various secretaries. However, I would like to mention the Lucky Dip. This has been a 

most successful innovation, brought in by Rick Kirkup, on a suggestion from Tim 

Grove. This year it reached something of a peak with the prize money at £400. The 

building positively bulged under the pressure of members hoping to be the happy 

recipients. Having just been won again by Nigel Bailey, the prize currently stands at 

£50 in case you are suffering from a cash flow crisis. 

 

Lee continues to support the Club as Webmaster, ensuring that members have access 

to news of events and club activities. Can I suggest to members that if they are not 

receiving Club updates, they need to make sure the membership secretary has their 

correct email address and perhaps checking their spam box might be a good move as 

well. 

 

We always lose a number of members over the renewal period but I am happy to say 

that, since then, we have gained more than we lost. Even more encouraging is that we 

have gained 8 boat owning members and there are 3 pending applications (just waiting 

for their money!) who also own boats.  

 

We have extended Pin Mill Sailing Club hospitality to Waldringfield Sailing club, who 

have an annual, shake down after Christmas walk, which this year was on the 

Peninsula. Regular friends from other clubs:  Greenwich Yacht Club and the Old 

Gaffers Association have enjoyed an evening in the Club on their week’s cruises. Last 

winter we took part in a Quiz with Shotley Sailing Club and, next Saturday, we will be 

welcoming Shotley members to Pin Mill for a return match. Please let Jill know if you 

are able to put a team together and support your Club. 

 

As this is my last evening as a Flag Officer, I would like to thank all my fellow Flag 

Officers and General Committee members for their support. In particular, I would like 

to mention:  

Judy, who is handing over to Jill Hodgson, and has offered us a rich and varied diet of 

social events. She has given the Club 4 years of hard work as social secretary. Her 

support and advice have been invaluable and, indeed, she has been persuaded to 

continue to organise the trips that have been so successful. She has also been 

persuaded to stay on Committee where her professionalism and wise counsel will be of 

great benefit. 

Jean, who, very nobly, gave in to my arm twisting to become treasurer but now finds 

she is unable to continue. The Club has greatly benefitted from her hard work, firm 

control, and smooth updating of financial practices. 

Catherine, who has run the bar so successfully. She has put in a lot of time and effort, 

keeping the club supplied with the best offers available from supermarkets, ensuring 

staff coverage and vigilant accounting. Catherine, like Judy, is continuing to serve the 

Club by staying on the Committee. 
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Paul, who has been the Property Secretary for 4 years, who has been available at a 

moment’s notice to deal with a variety of jobs from window fitting, wasp 

extermination and some pretty unsavoury plumbing issues. He needs more time for his 

yacht Damarri, amongst other interests in his life. 

Oli Stockman, who has stayed on Committee, at my request, both for his IT expertise 

and young view point. His burgeoning business in IT support has meant that he can no 

longer give the time to the Club. He has however agreed to continue to help with IT 

advice and solutions. 

 

I would also like to express my gratitude, as I retire; to the Trustees of the Club who I 

have always felt were there should I need them. In particular I would like to thank 

Gavin Stewart, who, as a Trustee with a legal background, has provided helpful, 

steadying counsel when asked. 

 

You will see that we have some new names being put forward for the Committee.  

Charlotte Norman as Rear Commodore, Lucie Breadman as Treasurer, Nick Jones as 

Bar Secretary, and Mark Fookes as Property Secretary. This is most welcome as the 

Club develops and moves with the times. They will be combining busy working lives 

with their various roles within the Committee and they are to be commended for being 

willing to come forward and offer their support.  

 

Finally, the bit I enjoy most is the presentation of the Whitbread Cup.  It is good to 

have a way of recognising and showing the Committee’s appreciation for someone 

who has gone that extra mile for the Club. This year I would like to commend to you 

John Webb whose shyness has prevented him attending tonight. Not only will his 

shyness come as a surprise to many of you, but you may also be unaware of the help 

he has given over the years to past and present Property Secretaries. As a ‘for instance’ 

from helping Paul to replace the rotten windows round the back of the Club, a regular 

supporter of the Good Friday working party, his particular painting skills from which 

the doors into the bar and games room have benefited  and providing advice as to who 

best to contact for a particular job that needs doing. Most of all, when asked, he has 

cheerfully agreed to help and, actually turns up! Mark will present the cup to him at the 

next opportunity. 

 

Romy Blackburn 

 

Retiring Treasure’s Report  
 

 

This is my last year as Treasurer of Pin Mill Sailing Club. It has been both a challenge 

and an honour to be the Treasurer and to contribute to the club. It has been a rewarding 

experience and I hope that my successor will enjoy it as much as I have. 
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Last year there were some changes made to the way in which the financial statements 

were prepared. I believe these changes (including the appointment of Foreshore and 

the adoption of the Xero Accounting package) have been beneficial and I recommend 

that we continue with Foreshore and with the Xero Accounting Package (which is now 

fully up and running) for the coming year. 

 

Cash  

All 3 bank accounts have again remained positive thought out the year with overall 

cash at hand (including petty cash) totalling £85,188 (last year: £79,299). 

 

Membership 

Membership income remains stable at just over £16,000 for last year – just slightly up 

on the previous year. We currently have 347 members. However, we have this year we 

have change the way we account for membership. The club year-end is 30 September 

whereas the subscriptions are billed for a calendar year. This has meant that 3months 

of subscription income has been allocated in the wrong year. We have therefore 

corrected this in the current year (30/09/18) by moving 3 months forward to be 

reflecting in the next year (30/09/19), as a result the current year (30/09/18) in question 

has only 9 months of subscriptions. Hence showing only ¾ of the annual income for 

subscriptions. 

 

Bar 

Bar sales have increased from last year and net income this year is £8,588. This is an 

increase on last year (£5243). The gross margin is 44.7%, which is slightly up on last 

year percentage of 42.21%. 

 

Social 

This year has seen a general increase across the board (social and sailing and club hire) 

in revenue. 

 

Expenditure 

In general expenditure has remained at the same level as last year apart from the 

electricity charges which this year have come in at £7108.  This appears, at first 

glance, to be a substantial increase and it is an increase. There are a few reasons for 

this: 

• There has been an increase in the tariff; 

• The installation of the new air conditioning system in the cellar which runs 24 hours  

a day, 7 days a week; 

• Greater use of the club both for hired events and for club events: and 

• The charges for last year omitted £2,500 due to the electricity company not billing 

promptly.  

We have conducted a thorough investigation including reading all of the meters and we 

are satisfied that the charges for this year are correct. In investigating this issue, I have 

renegotiated the electricity contract for a further 12 months and obtained a reduction of 
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5% on the tariff. Based on the investigation and tariff charges I estimate that if club use 

remains at the same level as this year then electricity charges for the club will be at 

least £6,500 for the coming year. 

 

Coming Year 

Last year we agreed to look into installing a card payment system for the bar. I am 

pleased to say that the trial has been a success and the new card payment system will 

be fully installed in the near future. 

 

The general committee have endorsed my recommendation to remain with the Co-op 

Bank.  

 

I believe the club is financially sound and performs a valuable role in the community.  

That concludes my Report but if anyone has any questions for me I am happy to 

answer them. 

 

Jean Muircroft 

 

All other reports can be found on the website.  

 

 

   Macmillan Coffee Morning  
  

We raised £632 this year, beating last year’s total by 

over £50.  When it was paid in they were told it was 

the largest amount that had been received. 

Well done Jean, and all her supporters.  

 

 

AGM Rules change                  
 

At the AGM a minor adjustment to Rule 30 was passed. 

 

Rule 30 (c) Final sentence: ‘No person shall be admitted as a guest on more than six 

occasions in any 12 month period’ to change to ‘on more than three occasions in any 

12 month period’ 

 

This excludes open events, such as Christmas Eve and Boxing Day.  
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 Saturday 8
th

 December:  Children’s Christmas party                  

                   
The party starts at 1400 and includes arts, crafts, disco, party games, a hotdog & drink.  

Member’s children £2.50 per child pre-booked or £3.00 on the door, and guest’s 

children £4.00 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Please book by no later than Monday 3
rd

 December via the website. 

The bar will be open during the party, 1400 to 1630.                      

 

 Christmas Events at PMSC                          
 

The Christmas Lunch is fully booked but don’t miss the Carol Singing on Christmas 

Eve and the Morris Men and bacon butties on Boxing day from 1200.  

 

                        
 

             

Sailing Achievements of PMSC members                          
                 

    

Sailing Honours Board.             Names suggested so far, in no particular order : 

 

Bryan Cook                                                                                   Ron Watts 

Penny Jones, Tim, Anna and Eddie Fenton 

Susanna Bishop, Brad, Elize and Hayden Hurst  
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Ute and Paul Jefferies                                                                    Fiona Wylie 

Simon and Toby Ruffles                                                                Mark Sanderson 

 

We are sure there are many more. Please encourage people to send in details.  

The criteria for a club member to be listed are sailing in the Fastnet or the AZAB, 

completed an Ocean passage, achieving a Yachtmaster Ocean Certificate, or similar in 

a boat up to about 70’.  

                                                                                     Details  to circular@pmsc.org.uk  

                                                       
 

 

Monday 31
st
 December: New Year’s Eve Party  

 

          

                                                                              

         
 

New Year’s Eve White Night Casino from 2000 

 

Bring your friends and children, wear something white, bring a plate of food to share, 

and have fun playing blackjack and roulette (but not real money!). For those late 

nighters there will be dancing & karaoke, with films set up for the children, if they 

don’t want to join in other activities. 

 

Parents must supervise their children or others will! 

     

 

 

                  

                                               

mailto:circular@pmsc.org.uk
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Saturday 9
th

 February: My Transatlantic Crossing  

                                         by Ron Watts  
 

 

                
                      

Sailing Events 2019 
 

The Combined Clubs Race Series and the Haven Series of races have been combined, 

and will now be known as the Haven Combined Clubs Series. There will be 8 races, in 

2 classes. 

 

The dates are Saturday 5
th

 May, 18
th

 May, 1
st
 June, 22

nd
 June, 6

th
 July, 24

th
 August, 21

st
 

and 28
th

 September.  

 

Other PMSC events will include: 

• Smack race 13
th

  July 

• Barge Match 27
th

  July 

• Regatta 7
th

 Sept. 

Additionally, there will be weekend cruises organised by Rick Kirkup, day sails and 

we hope an open event in May. 

 

Active sailors are invited to join Steve Miller on the Sailing Committee to 

formulate the Sailing Programme for the next season. Can anyone help? 

 

                                                    

 Surplus Almanacs and Magazines 
 

These are "free to a good home", can be delivered locally or to the club, and might be 

useful for passage planning 

 

Bloc Marine 2014 & 2016. These are mostly in French but contain very detailed 

information on the entire French coast and beyond - includes chartlets. 

 

Cruising Association Almanacs from 2012 to 2016, covering the Baltic to Gibraltar.  

 

We also have every YM, PBO and Classic Boat magazine from 2013 to 2017. 

 

 

Mark Grimwade. (Shotley, 01473 787210 or <markgrimwade@yahoo.co.uk>) 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://ichef.bbci.co.uk/news/660/cpsprodpb/DFCB/production/_104119275_gettyimages-513750122.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-46046067&docid=IqhyWYx3qbN0NM&tbnid=-No11ITPU98bHM:&vet=10ahUKEwjzoMOxwPneAhUkpnEKHXwuAwYQMwiWASgeMB4..i&w=660&h=371&hl=en&bih=827&biw=1451&q=ocean%20&ved=0ahUKEwjzoMOxwPneAhUkpnEKHXwuAwYQMwiWASgeMB4&iact=mrc&uact=8


 11 

 

Notices to Mariners 
  

      

Current notices can be viewed at           https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/  

The annual report from the HHA Leisure Vessel Sub Committee included: 

 The 2019 Harwich Harbour Yachting Guide will include tide tables, following 

complaints when they were left out this year 

 There were 11 incidents in Harwich in 2018, down from 27 in 2017. These 

include fires, engine or towline failures, and heavy landings! None involved 

leisure craft 

 10% of marine reports (less serious than incidents) involved leisure craft and 

these included yachts adrift, speeding, abandoned vessels and two occasions 

when craft did not keep clear of a ship manoeuvring neat the Pepys Buoy 

** Update from the bar ** 
 

                                                            

The Bar Committee are delighted to announce the arrival of a brand new till system, 

bringing numerous benefits to the Club, the most significant of which is that the Club 

can now accept: 

• credit and debit card payments 

• android and apple pay 

• contactless payments.    

The till can now also provide a detailed inventory of sales so we can stock the bar 

accordingly.   

We look forward to seeing you in the Club over the festive period. If anyone would be 

interested in volunteering to assist the Bar Team on either Christmas Eve or Boxing 

day (or any other time) please let me know. 

https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/
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Nick Jones, Bar Secretary.  bar_secretary@pmsc.org.uk  

Membership Renewal  
 

It’s that time of year again, when membership subscriptions are due. 

If you joined the Club after September 30
th

 2018 you do not need to take further 

action, since your subscriptions, paid at the time of joining, cover you until the end of  

December 2019. 

For everyone else, the subscriptions are unchanged for another successive year and we 

remain one of the best value-for-money sailing clubs. Payment is due by January 1
st
, 

and membership will lapse if fees are not paid by February 9
th

, afterwhich and an 

additional joining fee may be required.  

Payment details are on the renewal form, for all payments to the club please pay online 

whenever possible, or take advantage of the new facility to make debit or credit card 

payments over the bar.  

Lucie Breadman, our new Treasurer, has a full-time job, which isn’t in town, and she 

will find it impossible to make repeated visits to the Club’s bank to pay in cheques and 

cash. Therefore, if you have no alternative other than to pay by cash or cheque, we 

respectfully request that you visit your bank and ask the cashier to make a transfer into 

the Club’s account. This will cut down the work of our busy, voluntary, Committee 

members and the extra banking costs incurred by the Club. 

Please remember to send an update to membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk if there are 

any changes to your address/email/etc, or if you do not intend to renew your 

membership. 

By paying your subscription, you agree to the Club’s rules and code of conduct. 

    

 

PMCS mug is the perfect Christmas present at £6 

mailto:bar_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
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Defibrillator update   
 

As we have had our defibrillator for two years the pads have had 

to be replaced. There are two sets, one already connected and one spare set, inside the 

orange case with with AED. The defibrillator is registered with the NHS and anyone 

making a 999 call locally will be notified of its location, if relevant to the emergency. 

This has happened for the third time recently which shows its importance for those 

living in or visiting Pin Mill. The even better news is that it has not had to be used.  

 

Ipswich Lock: Recommendation to wear a lifejacket  
 

Captain Jerry Coleman, Harbour Master at ABP Ipswich,  reported an incident recently 

of the crewmember falling from a yacht into Ipswich Lock. The only person left 

onboard found it difficult to manage the boat in the moving water and rescue the 

person from the water. There are ladders, and often a pontoon in the lock, but getting 

out of the water is by no means easy especially if the lock is filling or empting at the 

time. 

The lock keepers rushed to help and the person was soon pulled out. This was made 

considerably easier as they were wearing a well-fitting lifejacket. Jerry estimates that 

only 50% of people wear one and recommends that everyone does, rather than waiting 

until they get to sea. 

Remember the water is at its coldest at the beginning of the sailing season! 
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