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Following November’s AGM I now have the privilege of taking 

over as the new Commodore and, hopefully, continuing the good 

work that Rick and his team have achieved over the last two 

terms. 

 

I am pleased to welcome four new members to our committee- 

 

 Judy Terry will take over from Jill Hodgson as Social Secretary, 

Susie Mills will take over from David Abbott as Club Secretary 

and Steve Miller has agreed to be co-opted onto the committee 

as Sailing Secretary.  Finally Mark Poppleton has moved from 

Property Secretary to Rear Commodore and replacing him will 

be local Pin Mill resident and round the world yachtsman, Paul 

Jefferies. Rumour has it that Paul and Ute’s round the world 

yacht Damarri may be on the market this winter. 

 

Sadly we have not found a replacement for Catherine Abbott 

who, after five years, is standing down as House Secretary.  She 

has offered to help the new incumbent whoever he or she may be 

so don’t be bashful, come and join our committee - an 

enthusiastic band of volunteers without whose help this club we 

love so much would not survive. 

 

Once again, the committee has been able to recommend that 

there be no increase in subscriptions, making this probably the 

best value club on the river.  May I draw your attention to the 

renewal date which is the January 1
st
 2015.  A subscription 

renewal form is attached to this newsletter with details of how 

payments may be made either on line or by cheque.  Please don’t 

be late. 

 

Christmas is fast approaching with many festive activities 

planned for the club, details of which can be found in the diary.  

I look forward to seeing you in the clubhouse and may I, on 

behalf of the Flag Officers and Committee members, wish you 

all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

Malcolm Harding - Commodore 

 

 

 

 

2014 

Saturday 13
th

 December 
Children’s Christmas Party 

 

Sunday 15
th

 December  
Christmas Lunch 

 

Wednesday 24
th

 December 

Christmas Eve Carols 

 

Friday 26
th

 December 
East Suffolk Morris Men   

 

Wednesday 31
st
 December 

New Year’s Eve Party  

 

2015 

Saturday 17
th

 January  
Quiz Night 

 

Saturday 24
th

 January  
Burns’ Night 

 

Saturday 7
th

 February  
Talk: A lifetime of marine 

paintings, a talk and painting 

demonstration by acclaimed 

artist Anthony Osler 

 

Saturday 21
st
 February 

Supper Night 

 

Saturday 7
th

 March 
Talk: Cruising the Pacific 

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late January, for February.  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 

 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 
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Welcome to new 

members  
 

Joseph, Helen, Dolores, Nancy, 

Marguerite and Maya Caston  - 

Woolverstone. 

 

John & Christine Deacon - 

Chelmondiston  

 

Martin & Brenda Gosling - 

Chelmondiston  - owners of Salina - 

Cormorant 14' Dinghy 

 

             
 

 

“A Drifting Match” 
 

 

 
 

The cover photo for the PMSC 2015 

Almanac 

 

By John Bowen  

Commodores Report 

          2014  AGM 
 

It is customary to begin the 

Commodore’s annual report by 

referring to those members who died 

in the previous year. 2013/14 saw 

the passing of a number of people 

who had been prominent in the life 

of the Club. Gordon Terry Club 

Secretary from 1998 to 2006; Jack 

Haste, Commodore from 1971 to 

1974 and Barge Match Secretary for  

30 years since its inception until 

1991; Keith Waite, nationally 

famous cartoonist and former 

Treasurer; Bryan Cook, Commodore 

from 2002 to 2004; and Fred Everitt, 

a Club Trustee and Commodore 

from 1986 to 1989. 

 

You will shortly hear reports from 

our secretaries, so most of this 

report  is concerned with thank 

yous, and, since it will be my last 

report as Commodore, a few 

reflections on the past 2 years and 

the outlook for the future. 

 

Financially the Club has performed 

very well, showing a surplus well up 

on the previous year. In the still 

uncertain economic circumstances 

this was an excellent performance 

and I wish to thank Philip Balfe who 

has the very demanding role of 

Treasurer and who works long and 

hard behind the scenes to ensure our 

finances are sound.  

 

Bar sales were well up and, thanks 

to Bar Secretary Bob Emmett’s 

careful buying and ultra-

conscientious stewardship, costs 

were tightly controlled. Bob is a joy 

to work with – you never have to 

ask him for help, when there is a 

need he always volunteers and can 

turn his hand to most things. A 

major factor in the improved Bar 



 3

sales was our very active Social 

programme and I wish to pay tribute 

to Jill Hodgson for her energy and 

creativity in organizing events and 

splendid decoration of the 

Clubhouse on many occasions. 

 

An important feature of the Club’s 

success this last year or so has been 

our ability to attract new Members 

and I am particularly pleased with 

the influx of younger family 

Members. The emphasis we placed 

on a membership drive and related 

events – including some for 

Children - has been beneficial. 

Continuing to develop activities 

attractive to young families is a 

must in my view if the Club is to 

continue to grow and thrive.  

 

The big events in our sailing 

calendar were again very successful 

and a credit to their respective 

organizers – Nigel Bailey and Jon 

Humby for the Annual PMSC 

Smacks Race, and Julian Ackland 

and his Committee for the PMSC 

Barge Match, and Passage Match. 

The weather was varied but in all 

cases the crews expressed pleasure 

in the events and, as ever, were very 

complimentary about the quality of 

the post-event catering, thanks 

respectively to House Secretary 

Catherine Abbott and her team, and 

Pat Dunnett and her loyal band of 

helpers. I can only repeat what I said 

last year which is that we can be 

very proud indeed that our Club 

stages events which are not only 

regarded by the participants as the 

best in their class but also that we 

can provide catering to match – and 

all on volunteer labour! A big 

Thankyou to all concerned. 

 

Other sailing events this year have 

again, in spite of our best efforts, not 

been so well supported – the 

absence of wind on Regatta day 

substantially reduced the turnout, 

our entries in the Combined Clubs 

series were disappointing, and 

participation in Club cruises almost 

non-existent. We had slightly better 

success with new initiatives 

including the offer of ‘Taster Sails’ 

to Members without boats, free 

sailing trips on our Open Day, and 

we again successfully hosted (with 

the help of Neptune Sailing) a day 

of dinghy sailing and Clubhouse 

entertainments for the final year 

pupils of Chelmondiston School. 

Overall however it has to be said 

that participation by Members in on-

the-water events has been 

lacklustre!   

 

Against that background I was 

heartened in particular by one event, 

and have been moved to make a 

special award which I would like to 

present now. This is to John Bowen 

and the rest of his party for braving 

the elements and making the best of 

the Club Beach BBQ at Second 

Sands. When Rosie and I stepped 

ashore at Second Sands we were 

greeted with big smiles and the sight 

of a substantial bar and BBQ set-up 

which had been transported to and 

constructed on the sand. We were 

handed a drink from the well-

stocked bar while all around the 

Bowen Clan were variously 

swimming, cooking and chatting, 

oblivious to the atrocious wet 

weather. In spite of the Club 

promotions of the event only the 

Bowen/Mills clan had made it to 

this, the closest on-the-water event 

in the Club calendar.  I therefore 

have pleasure in presenting this 

award to John which is for best 

contribution to a PMSC cruising 

event and stoicism in the face of 

inclement weather! 

 

Thanks to Mark Poppleton’s 

preparations the Good Friday 
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Working Party again accomplished   

a wide range of maintenance tasks, 

and separately Mark has himself 

been busy on a variety of Clubhouse 

projects including new lighting in 

the bar. We are delighted that after 

only a short time in membership 

Mark has allowed his name to go 

forward as our next Rear 

Commodore. In addition to his other 

contributions,  as one of our 

Members with a young family, 

Mark has an important role to play 

in helping ensure that we foster and 

develop activities which encourage 

and support that vital and hopefully 

growing section of our membership. 

 

Ian Saunders our long-serving 

Moorings Secretary has continued to 

administer the collection of 

moorings dues on behalf of ABP in 

relation to the Pin Mill Block, and 

also, as our representative on its 

board, kept our General Committee 

apprised of relevant developments 

relating to the Pin Mill Bay 

Management Company. 

 

House Secretary Catherine Abbott 

has had a very busy year, and has 

done a brilliant job of keeping 

everything in order, ensuring that 

consumables are re-stocked and 

equipment has been replaced or 

upgraded where necessary. As many 

will testify, she has also provided 

high quality and amazingly good-

value food at an increased number 

of events, and generated good 

profits for the Club in the process.  

 

Not content with serving as the 

quietly efficient Club Secretary and 

administrator of Club bookings, 

David Abbott has again been 

Catherine’s key support in the 

House role. I make no apology for 

repeating last year’s comment that 

many have been the occasions when 

they have both not only given up 

their evenings to prepare and 

provide food for events big and 

small but have also usually been the 

ones to be back in the Club on the 

morning after, cleaning and tidying 

the place ready for its next use.  

 

Our various dining events have 

continued to benefit from the 

excellent catering provided by Jo 

with help from Jackie Fookes, ably 

supported by Ron & Hetty Watts, 

and Bob Emmett in the preparation 

and laying of tables for us. These 

largely unseen contributions 

continue to enhance our dining 

pleasure at our sit-down meals 

which have continued to be a vital 

part of our social calendar. 

 

Jill Hodgson has been a very 

energetic and dedicated Social 

Secretary and the Club has 

benefitted greatly from her 

inventiveness in devising and 

staging Social events, including 

some very enjoyable new food 

events, which have been a key factor 

in growing attendances. She has also 

made a major contribution by 

constantly updating the Clubs 

Facebook Pages which are an 

increasingly important component 

of our communications with 

Members. As if that weren’t enough 

Jill is also a dab hand with power 

tools and not only chose the 

materials but also installed the 

tracks for the new curtains and 

blinds which now grace the 

windows in both of our main rooms. 

Sadly Jill is standing down as Social 

Secretary but has offered to continue 

to contribute to some events and to 

act as our Facebook Co-ordinator 

 

Sara Hopkinson has again done an 

excellent job as Newsletter Editor 

bringing a very practical and down 

to earth approach with her amusing 

choice of illustrations to break up 
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the text. In the absence – so far - of 

a candidate to take it over, Sara has 

also continued to act as Merchandise 

Coordinator.  

 

Di Chilver has helped to modernize 

the membership application process 

and – praise be – greatly speeded up 

the collection of subscriptions which 

I take the opportunity of reminding 

you are due ON not after 1 January! 

As well as her main role Di has been 

a regular helper at House events as 

well as organizing our New 

Members evening. 

 

In addition to the elected roles, the 

Club also benefits from the 

contributions of people who run 

specific events – for example 

Marjorie Carter with the Nautical 

Photographic Competition - or 

provide other valued support, such 

as the Archive Group – comprising 

Renee Waite, Shirley Balfe, and 

Marjorie again. Thank you to all of 

them. 

 

Our Club has the benefit of an 

excellent website for which we are 

indebted to its creator, Lee Foster, 

who has tirelessly maintained and 

updated the site. I am delighted that 

Lee kindly agreed, and has now 

been appointed, to fill the vacancy 

for a Club Trustee brought about by 

the death of Fred Everitt. In that 

connection I should also like 

publicly to express thanks on behalf 

of the  Club to Gavin Stewart, 

himself a Trustee, who has very 

kindly done all of the legal work 

relating to the changes of trustees 

thereby saving the Club not 

insignificant legal fees.  

 

I particularly want to thank my two 

flag officer colleagues, Vice 

Commodore Malcolm, and Rear 

Commodore Romy for their 

knowledge of the Club, their good 

judgement, and their unfailing 

support and encouragement! I would 

also like to thank the General 

Committee as a whole for giving up 

their time to attend meetings and the 

constructive manner in which 

discussions have taken place. When 

meetings can involve up to 17 

people it is not a foregone 

conclusion that proceedings will be 

either productive or harmonious so 

it is a pleasure to record that for the 

last 2 years they have been both, for 

which I am very grateful! 

 

Last but not least, I would like 

publicly to thank Rosie for her 

constant support and her tolerance 

of my (I should say very occasional) 

bouts of ill-humouredly questioning 

what had possessed her to persuade 

me to take the job on in the first 

place! 

 

It does not seem like two years since 

I took on the role of Commodore - 

with more than a little trepidation 

since it is never easy taking over 

from a good skipper – and we have 

had a succession of them! There did 

not seem to be a need for radical 

change so my declared mission was 

to ‘safeguard and develop what is 

good and work for change which is 

beneficial to the membership at 

large’. Whatever the other benefits 

we enjoy (and they are many) for 

me the most precious is the friendly, 

relaxed atmosphere in which people 

from all generations and 

backgrounds can meet and mix and 

be comfortable with each other, so 

any change needed to be 

evolutionary rather than 

revolutionary, and respect and retain 

the benefits of a balanced, multi-

generational club. 

 

The last year has I believe seen the 

Club move forward. Profits are up 

even after paying for some 
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significant investments in 

equipment, services, and the Club’s 

décor. This has been achieved 

without subscription increases or bar 

price increases for mainstream 

items, and also despite rising costs 

in materials and services. Where 

possible, works have been carried 

out on a DIY basis, with Mark 

Poppleton and John Webb in 

particular having donated many 

hours of their time to working on the 

Clubhouse. 

 

The social calendar has been the 

most diverse and entertaining in 

recent years and very well supported 

as a consequence. For a Club of our 

size it is truly remarkable that we 

can put on such a range of events 

and I think we should be proud that 

a prominent member of the local 

community has commented publicly 

on the vibrant nature of the PMSC 

social scene.  

 

Communications with the 

membership have been significantly 

enhanced, and the already excellent 

website has been further developed 

to facilitate easier access for 

prospective new members, with new 

on-line application processes for 

membership, and signing up for 

Club events. Administrative 

processes have been streamlined 

wherever possible and although as 

in every other walk of life the Club 

has faced rising costs for services 

and materials, a close watch has 

been kept on what we spend. Your 

Committee has, rightly in my view, 

remained mindful that, tempting 

though it may be to splash out, when 

spending other people’s money you 

need to remember that it is much 

harder to earn than to spend. The 

guideline has been - and I hope will 

continue to be - whether or not this 

or that expenditure would be in the 

best interests of the membership at 

large. One of the consequences of 

this - as you will shortly be asked to 

approve - is that we are yet again 

able to recommend that our 

subscription rates remain unchanged 

at their current very low levels. 

 

All of the above things are good but 

in terms of the long term wellbeing 

of the Club in my view the most 

important thing to have happened in 

the last year or so has been the 

influx of new members with young 

families. This has already enlivened 

aspects of our social scene and I 

make no apology for repeating that 

it is a trend which we must build on. 

Specifically we must ensure not 

only that the Club’s events and 

activities attract and engage that 

sector of our membership but that 

those individuals are drawn into 

taking an active part in the running 

of the club – and the sooner the 

better! 

 

So where does that leave us as we 

begin a new Club year? It is of 

course for you to judge but it seems 

to me we are in good shape. 

 

Where do we go from here? Well 

that will be very much in the hands 

of your new Committee, but they 

can’t sensibly do it on their own. 

We are very fortunate to enjoy a 

wonderful combination of location 

and facilities but ultimately it is the 

people who make a Club what it is. 

We need your input and if we can 

tap further into Members’ ideas, 

talents, and connections to build on 

and develop that network of people 

who ‘do their bit’ for the Club, I am 

confident that next year will be even 

more successful and enjoyable than 

last. 

 

Rick Kirkup, Commodore 
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Treasurers Report 

2014 AGM 
 

 

The accounts as shown in the draft 

documents have been signed off by 

the auditors. 

 

All three of our bank accounts have 

remained positive throughout the 

year. The balances in the main 

account and bar account increased.  

The saving account remained almost 

static. Overall we increased the total 

cash balance by £6.6K 

 

Below is a summary and 

explanation of the accounts, 

referring to the headings on the 

sheets where appropriate. 

 

During the year we realised a net 

income of £23.7K and expenditure 

of £16.1K giving a final surplus of 

£7,620. 

 

Income  

 

‘Membership.’ Subscription income 

of £16.6K is up on last year by 

£396. The annual renewal comprises 

£14.8K and new members £1.8K 

 

Bar Account. This shows a volume 

increase compared to last year. 

The income increased substantially 

from £24.5k to £34.2k with cost of 

sales rising from £14k to £19.7k. 

The margin this year is 42%, which 

is just a little less than last year.  

During the year we purchased a 

fridge and icemaker costing a total 

of £715 and paid out £620 in Friday 

evening raffle prizes 

A provision of £50 for the 

unclaimed Friday night raffle is 

included.  

Overall the bar produced a surplus 

of £4.9K. 

 

Social. This includes accounts for 

the many varied social events  such 

as the photographic competition, 

shanties, carols, lunches and 

dinners, New Year, ‘Summer 

Madness, open days and New 

Members’ evening, “exotic” 

suppers, Halloween, quiz and film 

nights, talks etc. In all a busy time. 

The Dinner Dance (Summer 

Madness) produced a surplus of 

£227 while the other events 

achieved £864. The house running 

costs are £624 all leading to the net 

income of £467 

 

Moorings. These produced a surplus 

this year of £191.  

The outstanding creditor provision 

in 2013 of £407 is now resolved. 

 

The Barge Match. This has a final 

banked account income of £1629 

and expenditure of £1064 giving the 

surplus of £565. The actual event 

income is £2222 and expenditure 

£1585 with an anticipated surplus of 

£637.  

 

Sailing.  The main events are the 

smack race, day cruising, 4 clubs 

racing and regatta. The sailing 

activities produced an income of 

£192 and expenditure of £265, 

which includes a payment of £200 

to King’s boatyard as a contribution 

towards the pontoon jetty running 

costs. We made a donation to the 

RNLI of £20 which is not separately 

identified.  We are affiliated to the 

RYA (£555) and EAORA which 

together with sailing trophies (£16) 

gives the outgoing of £716 

 

Club Merchandise. This shows 

outgoings of £215 and reflects the 

difference in stock purchases of 

£1044, sales of £749 and stock 

taking adjustments of £80 from 

2013 
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Expenditure 

 

Currently the electricity cost of 

£3624 compared to £4640 last year 

and is still in credit by 

approximately £400.  

The water rates this year are £577 

and last year were £912 for much 

the same quantity of water. 

The telephone charges of £559, 

compared to last year of £335+£58 

(for internet), contains two months 

where we exceeded our down load 

limit due to uncontrolled Wi Fi 

access We introduced a password. 

 

Maintenance and Repairs. For 

insurance reasons we undertook a 

survey of our electrical 

circuits/installations and as a 

consequence needed to upgrade in 

order to comply with certification. 

This cost £1736.  In addition roof 

repairs, a replacement window and 

materials cost £399 giving the total 

of £2135. 

 

Donation/Charities. Income comes 

mainly from fund raising events. 

The charity expenditure of £334 was 

to the Philippines Typhoon appeal.  

 

Assets (page2) 

Fixed assets expenditure of £1713 in 

‘Furniture and fittings additions’ is 

for the new curtains in the two main 

rooms. 

 

Coming year. 

 

Membership. As for the last two 

years we propose not to increase 

subscriptions this coming year. 

 

Bar. During the year spirit prices 

were adjusted to reflect increasing 

costs and the draught beer was 

changed to a larger unit size. This 

allowed us to maintain prices and 

the change to keg gives longer shelf 

life (less ullage) 

Finally, last year I thought we would 

have a more difficult year ahead but 

with luck, a lot of hard work and 

successful events, a good result has 

been achieved and I believe the club 

remains financially sound. 

 

Phillip Balfe  

    

             
 

Nautical Photograph  

Competition 2014 
 

 

Every year, as the date of the 

Nautical Photograph Competition 

approaches, I become filled with a 

mixture of anxiety and anticipation.  

Anxiety, in case this time there are 

no entries for the competition - and 

anticipation at the prospect of seeing 

the wonderful photographs that our 

Members invariably do submit 

every year.  But of course there was 

no need for anxiety; the photos 

flowed in all morning, adding to 

those which arrived earlier by post 

and by hand - and the quality was, 

as always, exceptional.  It was 

especially pleasing that three new 

members sent in entries,  and all 

three received commendations.  

 

Among the 74 entries were scenes 

from Portugal, France, Australia, 

and glimpses of Holland, but this 

year most of the subjects were taken 

from around our own coast and 

particularly our own beautiful 

Orwell.  There seemed to be quite a 

fascination with this year’s slow-

motion Smack Race - not much 

action, but lots of lovely shots of 
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smacks drifting with the tide.  There 

were spectacular sunsets and some 

beautiful early mornings,  beach 

scenes which reminded me of 

childhood holidays, wonderful 

arrangements of mooring posts, 

rusty anchors, and an attractive view 

of a Cornish harbour(?) seen 

through a window......   Some of my 

favourites agreed with the judges’ 

choices, and some didn’t - which 

was no doubt the case with everyone 

present at the prizegiving.   

 

Most of the photographers observed 

the rules about no portraits or family 

snapshots, but somehow a couple of 

dogs crept under the wire and were 

allowed in after some discussion 

about the amount of nautical content 

in the photos.  But family pets will 

in future join the exclusions, I’m 

afraid.  Likewise seagulls, unless in 

or on the water.  It’s also possible 

that a restriction may need to be 

placed on the number of entries next 

year, with a maximum of six per 

competitor.  

 

Our judges, Anthony Cullen and 

Matt Brooke, faced a daunting task 

with their usual courage and 

dedication.  Matt was, in fact, 

competing in the Haven Series and 

couldn’t be present at the 

prizegiving, but had spent much of 

the previous afternoon carefully 

examining the entries and had 

passed his comments to Anthony.   

 

Their joint choice for First Prize was 

John Bowen’s  “Watching the 

Start”,  a view of the start of the 

Smack Race, a composition 

focussed by the incidental inclusion 

of a couple of distant Watchers, 

seated on the foreshore.    

 

 
 

2nd Prize was awarded for a tranquil 

early morning scene by Graham 

Cameron, “Waiting for the tide, 

Felixstowe Ferry”,  and Pat Prosser 

won 3rd Prize for “Sunrise in Pin 

Mill”. a beautiful study of 

reflections and pearly water. 

 

Five photos were Highly 

Commended:- “Ipswich on fire!”, by 

Theo Bowen; “Pin Mill Smack 

Race”, by Graham Cameron; 

Sunset over the Orwell”, by 

Graeme Hammond; “Pin Mill 

2014”, by Lynne Hammond; 

“Light on the water”, by John 

Shave; “Early morning, River 

Tagus”, by Ron Watts.       

Commended photos were taken by 

Shirley Balfe (“Dusk”), John 

Bowen (“A Drifting Match” and 

“Hard storm coming”), Graham 

Cameron (“Milky water, Sunshine 

Beach” and “Surfer, Sunshine 

Beach”), Graeme Hammond 

(“Neck & neck” and “Old & new”), 

and Val Stone (“Smack drifting”) 

 

There were three main contenders 

for the Members’ choice for the 

2015 Almanac cover,  but most 

votes were given to John Bowen’s 

Commended “A Drifting Match”,  a 

picture of Lillibullero taking part in 

the Smack - or Drift? - Race.   So 

John is to be congratulated, not only 

for winning the Cleyndert Trophy 

for the second time, but for 
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capturing a perfect Pin Mill image 

for our Almanac cover.   

 

All the prizewinning, highly 

commended, and commended 

photographs can now be seen on the 

Club website, and I think all will 

agree that the standard of 

photography has become extremely 

high - and remember, the judges had 

the task of selecting these few from 

a collection of outstanding entries.  

Anthony remarked that it was clear 

that members were deliberately 

going out with their cameras for the 

purpose of entering photographs in 

this annual competition, which has 

now become an important feature of 

our Autumn programme.  

Very grateful thanks, as always, to 

our judges Anthony & Matt for their 

time, patience and expertise.  Val 

Stone’s assistance in setting up the 

exhibition and advice with 

occasional problems (e.g. dogs as 

nautical subjects) was invaluable 

and much appreciated.    

 

Congratulations to the prizewinners 

and runners-up,  and our very 

special thanks to all the P.M.S.C. 

photographers whose pictures give 

us so much pleasure every year.     

 

Marjorie Carter 

  

Subscription renewal  
 

 

NEW .... 

 

 

on-line renewal form 

available  on the website, 

check under Membership. 
 

 

 

 

New in the library 
 

 

The first thing new in the Library is 

me!  I’m Val Stone and have taken 

over from the estimable Tony 

Cowley as Club Librarian. 

 

In the history section Phil Balfe has 

given us ‘The Long Silence Falls’, 

being the life and times of the 

Merchant Navy Radio Officer from 

1900 to 2000.  It is a compilation of 

stories and memoirs from members 

of the Radio Officers’ Association. 

 

In the Fiction section the Club has 

purchased two novels.  The first is 

‘Ordinary Families’ by E. Arnot 

Robertson; a tale of a young girl 

growing up amongst the 

conventions of her family and times.  

It is a beautifully written tale set in 

our own Pin Mill.  The second novel 

is ‘Maidens’ Trip’ by Emma Smith, 

a semi-autobiographical story of the 

girls who trained to work canal 

boats during the Second World War, 

taking freight between London and 

the North.  The author first began 

war work at Bletchley Park, but 

obviously found it too dull!  

 

If you are interested in studying the 

Library’s extensive catalogue you 

can find it on the Website, on the 

left hand column, by clicking ‘about 

us’ and then ‘Library’. If you want 

to borrow a book just sign it out in 

the book provided, and record the 

date when you return it.  There is no 

specific loan period – but we would 

like it back sometime! 

 

A reminder that the Club subscribes 

to Classic Boat, Practical Boat 

Owner, and Yachting Monthly.  

Please don’t remove the current 

issues from the Library, although 
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you are welcome to borrow the back 

numbers. 

Finally, if you are thinking of 

donating books to the Library please 

discuss it with me first as there is 

limited space. 

 

Val Stone 

 

Christmas Festivities 

at PMSC 
 

It will be ‘open house’ for the ever 

popular Carol Singing on 

Christmas Eve, in collaboration 

with Chelmondiston Community 

Council. Doors open at 18:30 for a 

19:00 start. 

 

 
 

On Boxing Day lunchtime the East 

Suffolk Morris Men will again be on 

hand to help us celebrate with 

another popular ‘open house’ mix of 

traditional dancing, carol singing, 

bacon butties, and of course a drink 

or two to wash it all down before an 

equally traditional Boxing Day 

afternoon snooze! 

 

 

Quiz Nights 

Saturday 6thDecember 

Saturday 17th January    

 
Gareth Craze, better known as 

Shona’s dad, will be our guest quiz 

master on the 6th December. 

 

 New members Brenda and Martin 

Gosling will be hosting our 17th 

January quiz.   

 

Saturday 7th March 

            Talk                                                        
 

 

Cruising is not just about sailing or 

the places you visit,  it is also about 

the people you meet.  Because most 

of us prefer to sail downwind, or at 

least variations thereon,  most 

cruisers tend to go to the same nice 

places and, although you may not go 

to exactly the same places at the 

same time,  you do tend to meet the 

same boats in lots of different places 

and you get to know some people 

quite well.  Though we both left 

these shores  in 2005,  I think the 

first time we really got to know 

Angus and Ruth on "Do It" was not 

until we reached Moorea  (next  

door to Tahiti in the Society 

Islands).   However Do it had left a 

little earlier than we did and on the 

way had taken a brief sojourn in 

S.America during which they sailed 

up the Orinoco! 

 

 

                         Orinoco   ? 
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After Moorea we went to many of 

the same, as well as several different 

places.  After Indonesia Ute and I 

elected to return via the Red Sea but 

Do It decided to go the long way via 

The Cape of Good Hope, St Helena 

and Brazil!   

 

So whilst many of our experiences 

were the same, Angus and Ruth 

have many very different stories to 

tell and now they have agreed to 

come and tell us about their 

adventures on March 7th.  Put this 

in your diary NOW as, trust me, this 

is one you do not want to miss! 

 

 

London Boat Show  

4th to 12th January  
 

 

PMSC members can get tickets at a  

Discount price, the details are on 

the  DOWNLOADS section of the 

website.  

 

 

Halloween at the club  
 

 

With the club house all decorated to 

suit, the Children's Halloween Party 

was a great success with 30 children 

attended all dressed up for the 

occasion. 

The fancy dress competition was 

won by Nathan Breadman & Casey 

Everett, a scary duo. 

 

The Carved  pumpkin prize went to 

the littlest of the Cordle clan. With 

Halloween glitter tattoos, apple 

bobbing, arts and crafts, a pinata, 

hot dogs all washed down with 

squash, a fun time was had by all. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Later that evening the adults had 

their turn to dress up and have fun 

amongst the ghosts and goollies  

but this time washed down with 

blood curdling punch! 

 

Photos can be seen on - 

www.facebook.com/PMSCSocial 

 

 

New Year’s Eve  
 
 

 
 

“Are you a budding DJ desperate to 

showcase you talents?   

 

Bring along an MP3 

player/tablet/laptop with your 

favourite tunes and get us dancing 

the night away.  Sausage rolls, 

mince pies, music and Auld Lang 

Syne at midnight. 
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        Pin Mll Sailing Club           

              Burns’ Night Supper 
                  Saturday 24

th
 January 2014 

                     19.30  for  20.00 
                               £11.00 per head 

         Soup         

                    Haggis, neeps and tatties 

                              Pudding  

                        and a wee dram! 
…................................................................................................................................. 

                      Burns Night Supper 

 

Please reserve...........place/s at £11.00 per head  

in the name of ………………………………………….. 

I enclose a cheque for £........……. payable to PMSC. 

 

Please return this slip and your cheque to arrive by: 

 Friday 16th January to: 

Jo  c/o Pin Mill Sailing Club, The Clubhouse, Pin Mill, 

Ipswich, IP9 1JP. 

Telephone enquiries - during bar opening hours only - 01473 

780271.
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PIN MILL SAILING CLUB 
Membership Subscription Renewal 2015 

Membership Subscriptions are due on 1st January 2015. 

You can pay by cash, cheque or bank transfer, but irrespective of the means of  payment, please fill in 

and send this form to: Di Chilver, 54 Edmonton Road, Kesgrave, Ipswich, IP5 1EG. If using bank 

transfer, please email a scanned copy of this completed form to membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

NB only those Members whose subs payment has been received by 31 January will be listed in the 

almanac. 

Please select and circle one of the following:- 

1. I wish to renew my/our subscription and enclose my cheque payable to PMSC for £       .00 

2. I wish to renew my/our subscription and enclose cash to the value of £       .00 

3. I wish to renew my/our subscription: I have paid by Bank transfer £        .00  to 

Co-operative Bank sort code 08-92-99 and account no. 65479142  quoting my first initial 

and surname as the reference. 

My details are as follows (tick/complete as 

appropriate) :- 

*Household membership is defined as a member and 

spouse or partner, and, if applicable, any named 

children (aged less than 21 years), who are all resident 

at the stated address. 

 MEMBER SPOUSE / PARTNER 

(If Household Membership) 

CHILDREN UNDER 21 

(If Household 

Membership) 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other)    
Surname    

First Name/s    

Address    

 
   

Town    

County    

Postcode    

 Home telephone no.    

Mobile no.    

Email address/s    
Over 60? (Y/N)    

Babergh Resident?(Y/N)    

D.O.B. of children under21    
 

 
 

 

My type 

of 

membership 

is:- 

(tick one) 

Household* £85  

Single £48  

Junior £20  

Cadet £10  

Out of Country  £12  

Name and Class of yacht MMSI Number 

If you don’t currently do so, are you happy to switch to receiving Club news via email? (Y/N) 

 

Do you have skills that you could offer to help with the running or maintenance of the club? (Y/N) 

Would you consider joining one of the club’s committees? – Bar/House/Social/Sailing/Property……………………….. 

I understand that PMSC Membership details are held on a computer database for the sole use of club records and to 

facilitate the exchange of information between the Club’s Officers and its members.  The information will not be used for 

commercial purposes nor be passed to any other society or organisation.  By signing below I accept that my/our personal 

details will be held on computer and agree to be bound by Club Rules. 

Signed……………………………………………………………………….Date………………………

.. 


