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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

 

 

Dear Members, 

  

It is with sadness that I have to inform you of the temporary 

closure and cessation of all PMSC activity for the foreseeable 

future. 

 

Since the Government adopted a more robust stance on their 

guidance for unnecessary gatherings and the request for social 

distancing of the more ‘at risk’ members of society, I have taken 

the decision to close the club until further notice. This decision 

is fully supported by the General Committee. I trust that you will 

understand the reasoning behind this decision. 

 

We will be following future guidance and recommendations, and 

will aim to have the club open as soon as practicably possible. 

At this point, it is our intention (where possible) to recover our 

social programme throughout the remainder of the year. 

 

With immediate effect, there will be no Friday evening bar, or 

draw. All club functions are postponed. The Sunday lunchtime 

bar and food service is cancelled. Voluntary openings are 

suspended. 

 

For those members who have means of access, you are free to 

use the club amenities. Please be considerate in your use of the 

club, clearing up after yourselves. It will be inspected from time 

to time over the coming weeks and will be serviced as necessary. 

Please understand that you are accessing the club at your own 

‘viral’ risk. 

 

If you have any relevant ideas of how we can assist our members 

or the wider local community in the coming weeks, please do 

not hesitate to contact me, or any general committee member. 

I would ask that you keep an eye out for your fellow members 

and neighbours, particularly the more vulnerable over the 

coming weeks. Pulling together and helping each other where 

possible will make everyone’s journey a little easier. 

 

Be vigilant, stay safe. 

 

Mark             

 

 

   

 

 

                           

 

 

 
                        

    

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
The next newsletter will be in late 

May, for June.  Contributions as early 

as possible please to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

Photographs welcome

Diary            April  2020 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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Fitting Out Lunches and Fitting Out Supper  
 

Unfortunately the fitting out of the boat is not quite finished so there is no time to eat 

fitting out lunches, and the fitting out supper has had to be postponed.  

 

 

     

 

 

We don’t think it will take much longer now, there are just a few finishing touches and 

a final lick of paint, and the boat should be ready to go......oh we are looking for crew. 

 

Any volunteers must have their own lifejacket! 
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 Battle of the Club ! 
 

 

A super night was had by the three Pin Mill Sailing Club teams that turned out to 

represent the club at the recent quiz night at Shotley. John and Sue Humby provided a 

challenging quiz and with the current position being an equal at two all,  there was lots 

of pressure on both sides; the battle was on to take the overall lead 

 

The eventual winners were from PMSC. Congratulations to the winning team of Rick, 

Rosie, Graeme, Moria, Sue and Tim. 

 

It’s now 3-2 to PMSC, we can bask in the glory until November when Shotley get the 

chance to and draw level again.... 

 

     
         

Our new dishwasher has been delivered! 
 

 

 

 
 

We had a new commercial dishwasher delivered to the club in March; unfortunately 

the driver hadn’t checked his tide table!   
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Books to read, if you can’t go afloat at the moment 
 

 

As a previous member once commented “Yacht Cubs are the same the world over.  

They have members who sail.  They have members who don’t sail.  Then they have 

members who would like to try but will have another drink anyway.”   

 

Then there is ‘The Armchair Sailor’, where, with the company of a good book, one can 

enjoy all the thrills and sights without any of the discomforts or sleepless nights.  

Finding, like most people, a lot of unexpected time on my hands I decided to revisit 

one of my favourite ‘cruises’. 

 

                                Also available as an audio book 

 

 

So, I’m off round the British Isles with Libby Purves and her book ‘One Summer’s 

Grace’ (£3.99 in Kindle).  Written in 1989, it is the tale of Libby and husband Paul 

Heiney’s trip in their 30ft cutter ‘Grace O’Malley’.  With them are their children, 

Nicholas aged 5 and Rose aged 3.  After a stop at Brighton it’s not long before we are 

in a bit of a pickle approaching the Looe channel with the Decca on the blink.  There is 

much soul searching then, and throughout the book, on the fairness of bringing such 

small children on such an adventure, a question which they never really answer.  

 

From battling the tides in the Bristol Channel, the occasional tide race, and repeated 

readings of Peter Rabbit and the Flopsy Bunnies, the book is a tale of highs and lows, 

joy and depression; one day taking a pounding in Peel Harbour, another amazed by the 

peace in the Crinan Canal.  On another day they boarded a tanker for a trip across the 

Swellies (?) 

 

Libby describes the entrance to one harbour thus: ‘Entering Port Patrick for the first 

time at dead low water is a sporting enterprise.  Having cruised along the coast with no 

sign of a pierhead, you aim finally between two largely demolished piers of rubble and 

make as if to run straight up a small sandy beach.  Just as seagulls are walking around 

nonchalantly beneath your bowsprit with the water barely up to their yellow knees, you 

swing sharp left into a deep little dock.’ 
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Libby also invokes many of the folk tales of the places they visit, and draws on the 

writings of other famous yachting writers stating “I came to the ungraceful conclusion 

that all these Bellocs and Middletons and Rabans who wove political philosophies 

from their cruising might not have done so if they had to sing ‘The Minstrel Boy’ 

twenty two times in one afternoon, wrestle children into pyjamas, find teddies, and 

clean small sharp white teeth in a rolling sea.” 

 

The descriptions of the many Scottish harbours on the north coast are fascinating, 

although you look forward with them to rounding the corner for the run south.  After 

being gale bound in Whitby they begin the last legs of the journey, picking up friends 

at Wells for the final push to the Deben. 

 

There is a certain amount of marital sniping, quite a lot of of sick, and some fretful 

conversations about the appearance of unexpected lights, but all told with honesty and 

good humour.   The trip took 99 days and they covered 1700 miles and frankly I’m 

exhausted! 

 

Val, PMSC librarian  

 

 

90 schoolchildren visit the club 
 

 

 

                                    
 

 

It was a pleasure to welcome 90 children into PMSC in early March to listen to a 

fascinating talk by Anthony Cullen.  
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Anthony spoke about the local history of Pin Mill, as well as an interesting explanation 

on how the tide works.  The children from Ipswich had walked from Freston to PMSC, 

learning about the local geography on the way.   

 

The children left the club just as the tide covered the road, which provided much 

excitement. 

 

                             

Visit to Spirit Yachts  
 

 Many thanks to Peter Smith for organising the Spirit Yachts Tour, everyone really 

enjoyed it and were impressed with the design, making process and creativity of the 

CEO Sean McMillan, who showed us round.  

                          

 

 
 

 

Notices to Mariners 
  

      

Current notices can be viewed at           https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/  

                                                                                         

https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/
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Welcome to a future member?   
 

Sadie Rose Thompson-Baum, Romy’s yougest grandaughter,  was born on February 

24
th

.  

                                       

Congratulations to all.  

 

Newsletter  
 

This newsletter is an online edition only, we are not printing and posting any copies. If 

you know of a member who normally likes a printed version perhaps you could print 

one for them and put it through their letterbox. Thank you.  

News from the club is a bit in short supply at the moment, sorry. For the next edition 

I’m looking for stories, photographs, articles, a quiz, local news, anything really, and if 

I get enough contributions I  will do an extra edition next month.  

 

Many thanks, the editor                                          Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/61w8pswTJyL._AC_UL320_SR240,320_.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Authentic-Navy-Sailor-Teddy-Bear/dp/B00F4SCPHE&tbnid=hqKKWodNNiu8nM&vet=12ahUKEwj5yc_UgrToAhUS0eAKHdpcA3sQMygUegQIARBB..i&docid=h9ft-C3_5SGj8M&w=240&h=320&q=sailor%20teddy%20bear&hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwj5yc_UgrToAhUS0eAKHdpcA3sQMygUegQIARBB
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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Can you name this beach?  
 

Be the first to email in the correct answer to the editor and win the prize.             

 

 

In need of exercise?  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_JeKZd9ecE   

 

 

Remember that the Hornpipe was used by the Royal Navy for the sailors to get 

exercise whilst at sea. Tuition may be available from our own highly trained dance 

troupe if you can’t remember all the steps.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_JeKZd9ecE

