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April  2018  Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

 

At the time of going to print, I am hoping that we will have a 

good turnout for the Good Friday Working Party and the Club 

will be busy once again on Easter Monday, to provide liquid 

refreshment to those attending the Duck Race hosted by Pin Mill 

Studio. We have already enjoyed two well attended Sunday 

Fitting Out lunches, with another 4 to come, yum yum. 

 

Thoughts and plans will be emerging for the approaching sailing 

season, so this seems a good time to mention the problem of 

navigation when lobster pots and the like are inadequately 

marked. As a former Coastguard I can say that this is a real 

nuisance and a potential danger for yachts. A petition, organised 

by the Cruising Association, was put to the Government about 

this and the response is quoted in this newsletter. Any incidents 

should be reported and the RYA Fishing Gear Incident  

 

Reporting Form can be reached at: 

www.rya.org.uk/go/entanglements. 

 

We will shortly be going to print the 2018 Almanac together 

with your membership cards. You will see some changes which 

are in light of the change in Data Protection Law. For this year, 

we are not publishing a list of members. For 2019 you will be 

asked to give your consent (or not!) to be included in the list. 

The Club Data Protection Policy can be found on the Members 

page of our website. 

 

 

Romy Blackburn 

Commodore  

 

               

  

 

Saturday 14
th

 April 

Seal Watching trip 

 

Saturday 21
st
 April  

Fitting out Supper 

 

Saturday 28
th

 April 

Talk about Shotley Pier 

 

 

Saturday 5
th

 May 

Film: “Life on the Deben” 

 

Monday 7
st
 May  

River walk & lunch 

 

Saturday 12
th

 May 

New Members Evening 

Talk by Border Force 

 

Saturday 19
th 

May 

1
st
 CCRS Race 

 

Monday 28
th

 May
 

Bank Holiday bike ride 

Bake off 

 

 

Sunday 17
th

 June 

Father’s Day beer tasting! 

2
nd

 CCS Race 

 

 

Follow us on facebook 
The next newsletter will be in late 

May, for JUNE.  Contributions as 

early as possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

 

 

 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
http://www.rya.org.uk/go/entanglements
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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New members 
 

Welcome to             

 

All new members  

 

New Members Evening and talk 

by Border Force 

 

Saturday 12
th

 May 

 

                   
 

 

Bar Prices  
 

 

 

             
 

 

Adnams have advised that from 

March their prices on beer will 

increase by 3%. 

The General Committee have 

decided, on the recommendation of 

the Bar Secretary, that this March 

price increase should absorbed and 

you will continue to enjoy your pint 

at the current rate. 

We are still looking for people who 

would volunteer to help behind the 

bar during busy times. Please 

contact Catherine, your Bar 

Secretary, for more detail. 

   

       

Summer opening times  
 

 

From May 1
st
 until the end of 

September, the Club will be open on 

Saturday evenings. 

 

The new opening time is going to be 

1800. Having spent the afternoon 

sailing or walking with the family 

and/or with dog, this will be a good 

opportunity to call in, meet other 

club members, and have a drink 

before going home for a meal.  

 

What could be nicer than enjoying a 

warm evening and one of the best 

views on the river? 

 

 

 
 

Hat and drink courtesy of Jerry 

Francis 

 

 

Morning Ramble 

Monday 7
th

 May  
 

 

I will be conducting a gentle ramble 

of no more than 3 miles along local 

paths and bridleways on Bank 

Holiday May 7th.   Meet me at the 

Club by 1000. You can let me know 

you are planning to come, or just 

turn up. 
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After the walk a snack lunch of 

bacon rolls (or meat free equivalent) 

and cake will be available at the 

Club.  Dogs will be most welcome 

on the walk.  I can be contacted on 

the Club’s Librarian address for 

further information. 

Val Stone 

 

New Members 

Evening May 12
th

 & 

talk by Border Force 
          

          
        

Meet Flag Officers, Committee and 

club members and hear about the 

work of the Border Force along the 

coast of East Anglia, and how we 

can all help with their work. 

 

 

“Lobster Pots and 

Small Craft Safety – 

time to change the 

rules” 
 

              

Government responded to CA/RYA 

petition: 

The Government takes safety at sea 

seriously. The UK has regulations in 

place regarding the marking of 

fishing gear. We are looking at areas 

in which the enforcement of 

regulations can be enhanced. 

 

The UK has clear rules in place 

regarding the marking of all fishing 

gear. Council Regulation (European 

Commission) No. 1224/2009 

outlines the rules applicable to all 

fishing vessels using passive (static) 

gear to mark fishing gear so that it is 

clearly identifiable. Further to this, 

the detailed rules for implementing 

this regulation outline the 

requirements for marker buoys to 

ensure visibility.  

 

The Marine Management 

Organisation (MMO) undertakes the 

enforcement of this regulation 

within England’s Exclusive 

Economic Zone (0-200 nautical 

miles) and has the power to 

investigate and take action. The 

Inshore Fisheries and Conservation 

Authorities (IFCAs) have regional 

responsibilities within inshore 

waters (6 nautical miles). In 

instances where non-compliance is 

found, the master, owner or 

charterer of a fishing vessel may be 

fined or prosecuted for unmarked or 

poorly marked gear.  

 

The government is looking at areas 

in which the enforcement of 

regulations can be enhanced. We 

have met with the Royal Yachting 

Association who have developed an 

online reporting form to allow 

fishers and boaters to identify any 

incident involving fishing gear. The 

collection of data from this process 

may help identify any potential 

solutions.  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ0KPJh4_aAhVBFMAKHTKQASEQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://hiveminer.com/Tags/hill,suffolk&psig=AOvVaw1EHxDlUgkTlIi-BaqH_pwK&ust=1522327832057246
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The RYA Fishing Gear Incident 

Reporting Form can be reached at: 

www.rya.org.uk/go/entanglements  

Further information on the marking 

of gear can be found at:  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/marki

ng-of-fishing-gear-retrieval-and-

notification-of-lost-gear  

 

Department of Environment, Food 

and Rural Affairs 

 

To view the response online go to: 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitio

ns/200001?reveal_response=yes  

 

The Petitions Committee will take a 

look at this petition and its response. 

They can press the government for 

action and gather evidence. If this 

petition reaches 100,000 signatures, 

the Committee will consider it for a 

debate. 

 

The Committee is made up of 11 

MPs, from political parties in 

government and in opposition. It is 

entirely independent of the 

Government.  

 

Find out more about the Committee: 

https://petition.parliament.uk/help#p

etitions-committee 

 

Thanks, 

The Petitions team 

UK Government and Parliament 

 

 

PMSC online forum  
 

 

With the best will in the world, the 

Clubhouse and Bar can't be open 

24/7 and it is realised that some 

people can't always get to the club 

during the times that it is open.  So 

to enable members to stay in touch 

and as part of the Club's effort to 

encourage more member 

participation we created an Online 

Forum.   

 

http://pmsc.org.uk/smf/index.php  

 

There are several sections:  

 

"The Bar" where you can air your 

views on anything you might want 

to talk about in the real Bar, from 

sailing to Brexit to whatever you 

like but I'm afraid, as yet, we have 

not mastered the technology of beer 

online. 

 

There are several boaty sections 

where you can air your views on any 

boat related subjects.   

 

Technical questions and answers, 

tell others about good or bad 

products you have used, ask about 

various destinations, anchorages, 

routes etc.   

 

There is a section for crew wanted 

or available 

 

 A "For Sale and Wanted" section, 

and    a "Social Events" section 

 

If you want anything else you only 

have to ask for it! 

 

We have 18 registered members so 

far but with an overall Club 

membership of around 350, I think it 

would be fair to say that up to now 

uptake has been a bit disappointing.  

So do register with the Forum, it is 

there for your benefit but it does 

require member participation.  

 

 

              

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/marking-of-fishing-gear-retrieval-and-notification-of-lost-gear
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/marking-of-fishing-gear-retrieval-and-notification-of-lost-gear
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/marking-of-fishing-gear-retrieval-and-notification-of-lost-gear
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/200001?reveal_response=yes
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/200001?reveal_response=yes
https://petition.parliament.uk/help#petitions-committee
https://petition.parliament.uk/help#petitions-committee
http://pmsc.org.uk/smf/index.php
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Sailing Season starts 
 

 

The first Combined Club race is on 

Saturday 19
th

 May.  

   
 

The sailing season is approaching so 

contact Steve Miller for information 

on races and events via 

 

Sailing_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk  

 

 

Fastnet ’17 Talk  
 

 

Many thanks to Mark Sanderson and 

Simon Ruffles for sharing their 

experiences of the 2017 Fastnet 

Race in their talk on Saturday 24
th

 

March.  

 

Their discussion was entertaining, as 

well as very informative, bringing 

humour to challenging situations 

and answering questions with wit as 

well as modesty.  

 

Thanks also to Fiona Wylie, who 

has sailed in the race 17 times, for 

introducing the talk and explaining 

its history.  

 

Pin Mill Sailing Club is about 

encouraging sailing alongside social 

events – and this presentation, with 

fabulous photographs, sets a very 

high bar for future. 

 

As always, House Secretary, Diane 

Chilver, provided a superb fork 

supper: chicken and pasta with 

vegetables in a tasty tomato sauce 

with a cheese mix topping.  

Notices To Mariners 
 

 

            
 

 

13/2018: On or after March 26
th

 the 

seasonal recreational marks will be 

reinstated. 

 

12/2018: The pontoon section at the 

western end of the mooring berth 

will not be reinstated by March 30
th

  

 

Full details of all notices can be 

found: 

 

http://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-

mariners/  

 

. 

Saturday 28
th

 April 

Shotley Pier Talk 
  

 

 

             
 

 

 

Sally Chicken will give a talk to 

explain the plans for the future of 

the Shotley Pier now that it has been 

saved. The talk will start at 2000.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sailing_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk
http://hha.co.uk/
http://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/
http://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/
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Saturday 5
th

 May 

“Life on the Deben 
 

 

 

    

For a river just over 25 miles long, 

the Deben packs a mighty punch in 

terms of tranquil beauty, ever 

changing scenery and astonishing 

history. 

 

Broadcaster & journalist John 

McCarthy and Woodbridge based 

film-maker Tim Curtis embark on a 

journey into the Deben's rich past, 

looking at its geography, 

environment and the influence the 

river has had over the people who 

have lived by its banks. 

 

The film traces the entire length of 

the Deben, from the secret and 

disputed upper reaches near 

Debenham to the boatyards and 

bustle of Woodbridge down to the 

sea at Bawdsey and Felixstowe 

Ferry. 

 

Recent discoveries have shown that 

the river Deben was a far more 

significant Anglo-Saxon region than 

was first thought.  

 

 We meet the real-life detectorists 

and the leading archaeologists who 

reveal what has been found at 

Rendlesham. 

The film features wildlife and 

conservation along the river and 

looks at daily life past and present,  

including; boat building, sailing, 

farming, fishing, milling and even 

smuggling. 

 

Involved in the filming was the Pin 

Mill sailing barge Melissa. 

 

 
 

 

 

Monday 7
th

 May  

Bicycle Ride  
 

 

Bike Ride, followed by refreshments 

at the Club. Contact mark Poppleton 

for details at  

Vice_Commodore@pmsc.org.uk  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj-mc3kvI_aAhVoC8AKHeZ9BaAQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://www.abbeygatecinema.co.uk/whats-on/9576893&psig=AOvVaw0AeKkPpZff5vPUSNGzDQUM&ust=1522342168359740
mailto:Vice_Commodore@pmsc.org.uk
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Oh Dear! 
 

 

Light winds during the day had 

made for a slow passage across the 

Baie de la Seine but with nightfall 

there had come a welcome 

freshening of the breeze and in the 

early hours of the morning the lights 

of Fecamp had come into view.  

 

Nearing the harbour entrance 

'Gwenili', Brian Humby's gaff yawl, 

was on the starboard tack with the 

wind well forward of the beam. As 

we closed the pierheads it became 

obvious there was a current setting 

us down to leeward, towards the 

port hand pierhead.  

 

Just about this time we became 

aware of a man on the pierhead, 

gesticulating wildly and shouting, 

although to us his shouts were faint 

and unintelligible. I presumed he 

was warning us to be aware we were 

being set down towards the port 

hand pierhead but so far as I was 

concerned his shouts, even if I could 

have heard them, were irrelevant as 

I do not speak French.  

 

As for Brian he was totally 

preoccupied with making a safe 

entry and was well aware of the 

situation and at the appropriate 

moment brought 'Gwenili' that bit 

closer on the wind for us to enter the 

harbour midstream.  

 

As soon as the pierheads were 

abeam and we lost the wind I, on the 

foredeck, dropped the mainsail and 

then turned my attention to the 

headsails. Under power we moved 

round into the avant port, found an 

empty pontoon, had a celebratory 

drink and then turned in for what 

remained of the night. 

 

Tidying up after a leisurely 

breakfast in the morning produced a 

bag of rubbish so, seeing a line of 

rubbish bins at the head of the 

pontoon bridge, I jumped ashore 

with the rubbish bag and strolled off 

along the pontoon.  

 

Coming abreast of Gwenili's bow I 

stopped, looked, rubbed my eyes 

and then looked again. Festooned 

around the bowsprit, the bowsprit 

shrouds, bobstay and foretopmast 

stay was a veritable cats cradle of 

fishing lines!  

 

Oh dear! No wonder the man on the 

pierhead had been shouting and 

gesticulating so wildly although just 

what he thought we could have done 

about missing his fishing lines I do 

not know. Even so, I still could not 

help wondering if, as the day 

progressed, there would be an irate 

Frenchman banging on the cabin top 

and demanding recompense for his 

lost gear but no-one ever appeared.  

 

Perhaps he realised that to set 

fishing lines across a harbour 

entrance at night was not exactly the 

wisest thing to have done. For our 

part we could do no more than thank 

our lucky stars that a fishing line 

had not ended up around the 

propeller.   

 

Ron Watts 
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                                    FITTING  OUT  SUPPER 

                            Saturday 21
st
 April, 1930 for 2000    

        

Please reserve........ place/s at £18.50  per head In the name of of……………… 

I will pay £........… (BACS or Cheque) Method of Payment ........... 

Please indicate choice 

   

Name (A) (B) (C) (D) (E)    (F)                 

       

       

       

       

 

Payment on booking please, by cheque payable to PMSC, cash or BACS using 

reference ‘Fitting Out Supper’ to Sort code 08-92-99 Account 65479142. 

 

This is a popular event and therefore for Club members only, however, if there are 

places available before bookings close, they can be offered to non-members for 

£20.00. Book online via the PMSC Website or return this form to the Commodore, 

Pin Mill Sailing Club, Pin Mill, Ipswich IP9 1JP no later than Saturday 15th April. 

 
Please note that regretfully if you find you need to cancel your booking, it will not be possible to refund 

the cost, although, given sufficient notice, we will try and help sell on your booking. 

 
A Night to Remember 
20th June   A  Night  to  
Remember 


