
PMSC AGM 26th November 2021

Dear Members,

Well, where did the time go?

Not wishing to dwell on Covid; it has certainly changed our view of the horizon 
somewhat!

I would like to take a moment to remember our members who passed away since 
we last gathered.

Viv Burroughs

William Patrick

David Blackburn

Noel Guckian

David Abbott

John Bowen

Richard Graham

Philip Balfe

Gary Johnson

Over the last three years we have started a journey to slowly modernize the club. 
I truly believe that this is a vital path to follow if we are to continue to both attract 
and retain future generations of members. You will hear shortly how this 
programme will continue to evolve over the coming years.

The club has always had an enviable and vibrant atmosphere during gatherings 
and events, although more recently attendance has been very much reduced due 
to the COVID factor! Thanks to Jill and her ‘social cohorts’ for organizing events as 
and when we have been allowed to. The club is in good financial shape, however 
the impact of low turnouts for evenings and events will no doubt transfer through 
to the bottom line in the coming years.
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This year has seen PMSC excel on the water. We have posted our best 
performance for over a decade, bringing silverware back to the club! 
Congratulations to Simon Ruffles, his committee and our sailors.

A huge thank you goes to my flags, treasurer and all committee members (that 
have served with me over the last three years) for all their help and support. 

Thank you to Di and Pete Chilver for their herculean efforts behind the Club 
barbeque.

I would like to make a special mention and heartfelt thank you to Bob Emmett. 
Although he asked me not to mention it, he tirelessly continues to contribute to 
the club by assisting behind the scenes with the bar and in a caretaking role of 
Property Secretary.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve you as Commodore. It has 
certainly been an interesting few years to say the least!

Thank you to Graeme and Moria for making me dance the hornpipe! Their Burn’s 
Night celebrations have been fantastic events.

Lastly, a huge thank you to my wife Nicola and the boys for allowing me to be 
Club focused for so long.

I'm sure you will continue to see me grace the bar from time to time having 
agreed to continue as a bar committee member for the coming year.

I know that over time the Club will return to its former self, and I give my full 
support to Sara, Graeme, Lucie and their new committee. 

Good luck and have fun!

Yours,

Mark Poppleton.

Commodore.


