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October 2015 Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

Living in Pin Mill one is very aware of boat movements as 

yachts are towed from the boatyards in the spring to be launched 

on the hard.  Now it’s the other way round as tractors pull yachts 

back into their respective yards for winter storage signalling the 

end of another sailing season.  I have to confess that the interval 

between the two events seems to get shorter and shorter as the 

years fly by. 

 

For the lucky members of PMSC, the end of the sailing season 

marks the start of a packed social program with a diverse 

selection of events to keep us entertained and engaged.  

Elsewhere in this issue you will find details of all our 

forthcoming events. 

 

For our World Cup rugby fans we will be showing as many of 

England’s games as we can on the big screen.  I notice that the 

final is at 4.00pm on the 31
st
  October, Halloween Night.  If we 

win what a party that will be! 

 

On the 21
st
  November it will be our AGM when Club officers 

report on their activities and plans for future events.  It is also an 

opportunity for members to voice concerns, criticisms or 

compliments on how the club is being run, so do come along and 

participate.  It is your club, the committee and Flag Officers are 

here to serve you.  Some of us more senior committee members 

are starting to slow down and we do need to refresh the 

committee with new ideas and energy.  If you are a new member 

or now feel that you have time to contribute to the Club, then 

please do volunteer for the general committee.  To do so, simply 

contact any committee member that you might know or email 

me at commodore@pmsc.org.uk  and I will happily sponsor you. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM. 

 

 

 

Malcolm Harding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 October 

Visit to Adnams brewery  

 

Saturday 10
th

 October 

Nautical photograph 

competition 

 

Saturday 17
th

 October  

Pie Bake off 

 

Saturday 24
th

 October 

Trafalgar Night dinner  

 

Saturday 31
st
 October 

Halloween parties  

 

 

 

Saturday 7
th

 November 

Speaker: David Jillings 

 

Saturday 14th November 

Film night: Capt. Phillips 

 

Saturday 21
st
 November 

AGM 

 

Saturday 28
th

 November  

Shanties and ditties  

 

 

 

Follow us on facebook 

The next newsletter will be in 

late November, for 

DECEMBER.  Contributions 

as early as possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

 

 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:commodore@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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New members 
 

 

Welcome to   

 

Welcome to Gordon Macintosh, 

from Haslemere – owner of Mor 

Margh, a gaff rigged pilot cutter. 

                   
 

Sailing  
 

 

The 72nd Pin Mill Regatta was held 

on Saturday 5th September. 27 boats 

attended, 6 gaff, 5 slow handicap, 9 

Ajax and 7 fast handicap, which is a 

good turnout for recent years. The 

weather was cool with a northerly 

force 4 to 5 which rose to 5 to 6 as 

boats returned up the Orwell. The 

fast handicap class were sent out of 

the harbour into Dovercourt Bay 

whilst the other classes sailed within 

the Orwell and Stour estuaries. 

Despite the weather, or perhaps 

because of it, all those asked said 

how they had enjoyed the day's 

sailing. 

 

The clubhouse had a busy evening 

with a strong demand for food 

served by Cathy and her team. For 

once we were worried about running 

out of food rather than whether 

enough would be sold. ABP kindly 

provided sponsorship cash which 

was used to buy a variety of liquid 

prizes and the traditional engraved 

PMSC tumblers were also handed 

out. Winners were  

 

Gaff - (Blagden Cup) 

1st - Pete Ellison, Reverie 

2nd - Clive Robertson, Victoria 

3rd - Peter Thomas, Transcur 

 

Slow Handicap (Orwell Corinthian 

Cup) 

1st - James Ackland, Cachacha 

2nd - Adie Gilson, Jester 

3rd - David Jillings, Nin 

 

Ajax (Jock Marshall Trophy) 

1st - David Mayne, Guillemot 

2nd - Ken Stowe, Sirrius 

3rd - David Pearce, Puffin 

 

Fast Handicap (Tempest Cup) 

1st - Ian Pavey, Katla 

2nd - Brian Hart, Irascible 

3rd - Lee Gilson, Enigma 

 

 

Many thanks to all those who helped 

running the races, providing food 

and behind the bar. This was a good 

regatta and we look forward to a 

repeat next year.  

Special thanks to Nigel Bailey 

erstwhile Sailing Sec for managing 

the Regatta on the day. 

 

 

 

                 
 

 

 

Nautical Photograph 

Competition  
 

 

This year's Competition will take 

place on Saturday 10th October.  

Entries should arrive at the 

Clubhouse, clearly marked 'Nautical 

Photograph Competition', no later 

than 12 noon that day.   

 

Some of our new members did 

rather well last year with their first 



 3 

attempts to win the Cleyndert 

Trophy, so we wish them even 

better fortune this year and also 

hope others will try their luck. 

 

Reminder:   Photographs should not 

exceed 20cm x 16cm (8" x 6"), 

unmounted and unsigned, please; a 

list of titles should accompany the 

photographs.  Pictures of nautical 

subjects, very broadly interpreted, or 

scenes featuring water in any shape 

or form, are acceptable,  but 

landscapes, portraits or family 

snapshots (including family pets) 

are sadly not. (This does not mean 

that the human form is prohibited 

from appearing if it enhances a 

composition)  We also ask 

competitors not to submit more than 

six entries.    

   

All the entries will be exhibited in 

the Games Room over the weekend, 

and there will as usual be an 

opportunity for members to make 

their choice of the photo they would 

like to see on the cover of next 

year's Club almanac.   Your photos 

can be reclaimed from the 

Clubhouse after the exhibition - if 

you wish them to be returned by 

post, please remember to enclose a 

stamped envelope. 

 

We are delighted that Anthony 

Cullen and Matt Brooke have agreed 

to judge the competition once again, 

and  always look forward to their 

comments and advice.   As Anthony 

has a professional engagement on 

Sunday 11th, the judgment and 

prize giving will now take place at 

7pm on Saturday 10th and not as 

previously advertised. Please make 

note of this change of date and time.    

 

Everyone, photographer or not,  is 

welcome to attend this occasion.  

Rugby enthusiasts, who will be 

gathering in the Clubhouse later to 

watch a game of rugby on TV  

(there is apparently some kind of 

rugby tournament in progress), are 

invited to arrive a little earlier and 

enjoy the wonderful display of 

photos by their fellow members.   

Photographers might also enjoy the 

rugby. 

    

    

M.C. 

 

Pie Bake-Off   
 

Following last year’s highly 

successful curry challenge, this year, 

we invite you to put your baking 

skills to the test in a fiercely 

competitive race to be culinary 

champion. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Entries must be either plate or raised 

pies (which means pastry both top 

and bottom) and there are two 

categories: savoury and sweet pies.  
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You can enter either or both 

categories. 

 

We have recruited Jane Sago, East 

Suffolk WI President, whose 

humour and knowledge is second to 

none, to lead the judging panel and 

prizes will be awarded for the top 

two pies in each category. Entries 

need to be delivered to the club 

galley by 7.30pm, allowing time for 

them to be warmed up prior to 

judging. 

 

Please sign up to enter by contacting 

the Social Secretary:  

social_secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

 

After judging, members will be 

invited to sample the pies and see if 

they agree with the judges. 

 

 

Halloween parties ..  
    

 

 
 

 

There will be a children’s party 

from 1400.  

Contact Nicola Poppleton.  

 

 

              
 

 

From 1930 there is another 

opportunity for the adults to get out 

their “glad” rags for a fantastic 

evening of live music by the Blooze 

Brothers, and something delicious to 

eat.  

 

 

 

 

 
.  

 

                
                   

mailto:social_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKzK6P6kkMgCFSor2wodoC8AGg&url=http://www.a2z-kids.co.uk/all-halloween-t166&bvm=bv.103388427,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEwDHgWwh_qHaNuKKfK2DuZwOQFSg&ust=1443205259925275
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJjj2ZWlkMgCFaJu2wodF0QMaQ&url=http://www.myibizalifestyle.com/halloween-costume-ideas-to-make-your-kid-the-cutest-of-them-all.html&bvm=bv.103388427,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEwDHgWwh_qHaNuKKfK2DuZwOQFSg&ust=1443205259925275
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.circlist.com/images/icons/cobweb.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.suggestkeyword.com/Y29id2ViIGNsaXBhcnQ/&h=208&w=207&tbnid=q6nSa4q05vAUhM:&docid=nOESAz1iqRAbkM&hl=en&ei=0koEVsa1GMjV7Qb4ip3YBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEoQMygXMBdqFQoTCMbmw_WvkMgCFchq2wodeEUHaw
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Wrabness Cruise  
 

 

 
 

The BBQ on Wrabness beach on 

Saturday 29th August  

 

 
 

 

 

Trafalgar Night 

Dinner 24
th

  October  
 

 

“Me and my boat” 
 

 

The Club is always on the lookout 

for speakers for the long Saturday 

evenings in Winter and  it has been 

suggested that an interesting talk, or 

series of talks, might be along the 

lines of the long-running series of 

articles in Yachting Monthly 

magazine entitled "Me and my 

boat".......... 

 

So we are asking for volunteers to 

give a  talk of perhaps 45mins - 1 

hour explaining why you chose that 

boat, where you found it, any work 

you may have done on it, what 

equipment you have on board, any 

problems you have had with either 

the boat or individual pieces of 

equipment and what you  like and 

dislike about it.  It would be 

interesting to know where you have 

been, or intend to go in the boat and 

of course a  few pictures always 

help to illustrate a  talk, for which 

the Club has a digital projector. 

 

So come on,  tell us all about your 

pride and joy!  If you think you 

might like to give a "Me and my 

Boat"  talk,   

 

Please contact our Social Secretary, 

Judy Terry. 

 

 

 

November 7
th

 

Speaker David Jillings 
 

 

To whet your appetite for what 

promises to be a very interesting 

evening, this is the introduction to 

his log which you can access 

through the Club website: 
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....................I  have always wanted 

to have a sailing adventure, and it 

became clear that the first available 

opportunity would be the summer of 

2014, when both my children had 

finished secondary education and I 

no longer felt it necessary to be 

home for them every evening. It has 

long been a fancy of mine that the 

family name derived from the 9th 

century Danish invaders of East 

Anglia, in particular from Jelling in 

Denmark, where King Harald 

Bluetooth raised a great rune stone 

in memory of his father King Gorm. 

It seemed obvious that I should 

combine a trip to visit the Jelling 

stone with a sea trip, ideally in an 

open boat similar to that my 

ancestors would have arrived in, 

albeit with a few more modern 

convenience. I was always led to 

believe that the prevailing winds in 

our part of the world are 

southwesterlies. This should have 

made the trip simple……… 

 

 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/images/Log

s/BadekarLog2014.pdf  

             
 

 

Film Night: November 

14
th

 “Captain Phillips”  
 

 

A favourite of Paul Jeffries, who 

writes...... 

 

“The film has a particular poignancy 

for Ute and me because we came 

through ‘Pirate Alley’ (where the 

film is set) with the Vasco da Gama 

Rally in 2011. While we were en 

route a 300,000 tonne ship was 

taken hostage about 100 miles from 

where we were and also the 

American cruising boat ‘Quest’ was 

attacked and all four occupants 

killed. I can honestly say that this is 

one of the best films I have ever 

seen, and if we had seen it before we 

went, we would have gone found 

South Africa instead of coming 

through the Red Sea!” 

 

Running for just over 2 hours, it is 

the true story of the 2009 hijacking 

of the US container ship, ‘Maersk 

Alabama’ by Somali pirates, and 

focuses on the commanding officer, 

Captain Richard Phillips and the 

pirate captain, Muse, who find 

themselves at the mercy of forces 

beyond their control…. DON’T 

MISS IT! 

 

 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/images/Logs/BadekarLog2014.pdf
http://www.pmsc.org.uk/images/Logs/BadekarLog2014.pdf
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.graphicimage.com/v/vspfiles/assets/images/shp-openclose-264.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.graphicimage.com/travel_book_a/203.htm&h=264&w=264&tbnid=fUScKs2QdG9ZkM:&docid=g3DJz8fmRavJ8M&hl=en&ei=sEsEVpisH9Sv7AbXnIOgAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFwQMyg1MDVqFQoTCJjEuN-wkMgCFdQX2wodV84AFA
http://dewamovie.com/page/65/
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In the library.... 
 

Martin Gosling has given us a copy 

of ‘Stour secrets’ by Ken Rickwood, 

which takes a gentle voyage up river 

Parish by Parish and examines both 

historic and present day usage.  I 

certainly learned a few things I 

didn’t know. 

 

 

We have also just acquired a 

number of books from the late 

Enver Chaudri who was a member 

of the Club in the days of Ephraim 

Sharman.  The books are mostly 

about historic sailing ships, with a 

couple on Maritime art.  They are 

presently all together under the 

heading ‘New Books’.  Interestingly 

Mr Chaudri has also left a memoir 

of his sailing career in which the 

Sailing Club features a fair bit.  This 

memoir will be offered to the Club’s 

Archive Group. 

 

If you fancy a chilling story I 

recently re-read ‘Last Voyage’ by 

Ann Davison.  It starts gently 

enough with Ann and her husband’s 

life in post-war aviation, then moves 

on to farming on a Scottish Island.  

They then decide to re-fit an old 

Scottish fishing boat with the 

intention of living on board.  The 

tale of the sheer hard work involved 

is deftly told, so much so that you 

hardly notice the first seeds of 

unease in your mind.  I can’t tell you 

any more than that except my nerves 

were shredded by the end! 

 

Lastly, someone has left a Club tie 

in the fiction section – ideas 

anyone? 

 

Val Stone 

Librarian 

 

 

            
 

Rugby 
 

 

Saturday 3
rd

  October        

                         England v Australia

  

Saturday 10
th

  October 

              England v Uruguay

  

All these matches start at 2000, and 

a big screen will be set up at the 

club.  

                

        

  

 

PMSC newsletters .. 

online index 
 

 

Information about Club activities 

may well have been circulated 

among members 80 years ago by 

some means - handwritten, perhaps, 

or even typewritten if someone had 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKCKoJukkMgCFeFn2wodUDoJTQ&url=http://www.communitycaretrust.org/index.php/recovery-information/library-of-recovery-information&bvm=bv.103388427,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHjzgcbim-bbFXxXDFIuFAFI-uLcA&ust=1443205122692437
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL2G_LSxkMgCFaMq2wodTBADLA&url=http://rugbyontvapp.com/&bvm=bv.103388427,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFJd8Xko8UI1e-_-skDJsna1Xn8eQ&ust=1443208667263027
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL2G_LSxkMgCFaMq2wodTBADLA&url=http://rugbyontvapp.com/&bvm=bv.103388427,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFJd8Xko8UI1e-_-skDJsna1Xn8eQ&ust=1443208667263027
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access to a typewriter.  Early 

duplicating machines were certainly 

available, but were probably not 

readily accessible. We certainly 

have no examples of early circulars 

- but who knows whether such a 

thing might be lurking in a forgotten 

drawer in some past member's 

house… 

 

Photocopiers were certainly in 

general use by the early 1980s, 

which is around the time when our 

Club Newsletters began to be 

circulated regularly.  Now, of 

course, most members receive the 

Newsletter electronically and either 

read it straight away or save it to 

read later - or forget to - and unless 

carefully filed in the folder labelled 

'PMSC Newsletters"  it slips into 

that limbo on our computers where 

emails recline for a while before 

disappearing.  The most recent can 

be accessed on the Club website, but 

that half-remembered article might 

have been published 10 years ago, 

and where can it be found? 

 

Fortunately for posterity, the 

Archive Group has assiduously 

compiled a file of all Newsletters 

from 1982 to the present day, with a 

complete index updated annually 

(the latest cumulated version brings 

it up to the end of 2014).  The index 

is in two parts, one listing the 

authors of the various articles and 

reports, and the other covering the 

subjects and/or titles of topics 

published throughout the years.   A 

printed copy of this index is kept 

with the Newsletter files in the Club 

Archives, a second copy being filed 

in the Inventory of Club possessions 

kept on top of the cupboard near the 

bar. 

 

But now, the Newsletter index may 

also be consulted online, on the 

Club website : click on 

'Newsletters/Downloads' and scoll 

down to 'Newsletter index'.   Early 

Newsletters may be consulted on 

application to a member of the 

Archive Group, who would also be 

willing to check for information 

which may have been printed. 

 

 M.C. 

 

 

Children’s 

competition postponed   
 

 

There doesn’t appear to be any 

interest in this, when, for the first 

time, we invited our youngest 

members to enter their photos and/or 

artwork into a competition, to be 

judged by the children, so it will be 

postponed until the spring. 

 

 

Red diesel in Belgium 

..again !   
 

 

The relaxed more attitude that the 

Belgium authorities adopted  in 

previous years expired at the end of 

2014.    

 

 
 

For details, see the RYA website: 

 

http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/n

ews/Pages/RYAurgeslocalmarinasto

lobbyBelgianGovernmentontoleranc

eforvisitingBritishyachts.aspx  

 

http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/RYAurgeslocalmarinastolobbyBelgianGovernmentontoleranceforvisitingBritishyachts.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/RYAurgeslocalmarinastolobbyBelgianGovernmentontoleranceforvisitingBritishyachts.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/RYAurgeslocalmarinastolobbyBelgianGovernmentontoleranceforvisitingBritishyachts.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/RYAurgeslocalmarinastolobbyBelgianGovernmentontoleranceforvisitingBritishyachts.aspx
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A glorious sunny day    
 

 

I jumped down into the cabin. To 

my horror I found myself standing 

in ankle-deep water. 

 

Bound back to Pin Mill 

singlehanded my departure from 

Great Yarmouth had been delayed 

by thick fog so I had lost a 

substantial part of the favourable 

tide. Once on my way visibility was 

still not particularly good and with a 

south-easterly breeze kicking up a 

nasty chop against the weather-

going tide it was a turn to windward 

that I was not really enjoying. Now, 

with barely an hour to go to high 

water I reckoned I was about two 

miles short of Southwold. A visit to 

Southwold seemed eminently 

sensible and I had gone below to 

check on entry details. I had been 

below about an hour previously and 

there had been no sign of water then 

so obviously the leak was serious 

and, left unattended, could be 

disastrous. I hove-to and set about 

tracing the source. 

 

My immediate thought was that of 

skin fitting failure as I had not been 

aware of hitting anything hard 

enough to have caused hull damage 

so I set to on a systematic 

examination of all the skin fittings. 

Stern gland OK; cockpit drains OK; 

engine cooling fittings and exhaust 

outlet OK; bilge pump outlet OK; 

WC fittings – and the source of the 

water was obvious. Water was 

welling out of the lavatory pan. I 

reached for seacocks – and drew 

back in amazement as both inlet and 

outlet seacocks were turned off. 

Further, the pipework went up round 

the deckhead so well above the 

waterline even with the boat heeled. 

I worked both seacocks finding no 

indication of any problem. Then as I 

sat back wondering what to do next 

I realised the flow of water from the 

pan had stopped. I did not stop to 

wonder why but started bailing. 

 

With the bilge clear I took stock of 

the situation. Two things were 

evident. First, in the time since I 

first went below thick fog had again 

clamped down. Second, there was 

now no chance of getting into 

Southwold before the ebb made 

entrance impossible. I thought of 

and quickly dismissed the idea of 

working into shallow water and 

anchoring to see out the ebb as the 

next flood would be largely in the 

dark and there was not, in any case, 

any guarantee the night would be 

fog free. Instead I decided to carry 

on towards the south, fighting the 

ebb by motor-sailing, staying close 

inshore where I hoped there would 

be no other traffic by holding the 

inshore tack until the echo-sounder 

warned me of approach to the beach, 

then holding the offshore tack for a 

set 30 minutes. Cocooned in cold, 

clammy fog I saw and heard nothing 

throughout the time the ebb was 

running its course but with the work 

of short tacking allied with the need 

to try and keep an estimated position 

up to date time did not drag. By low 

water, with my estimated position in 

the vicinity of Orfordness, the fog 

suddenly became brighter and 

almost immediately I sailed out of 

the fog. There was the lighthouse 

just where I had hoped it to be 

whilst the sun, just setting behind 

the land, was shining from a 

cloudless sky. With the flood setting 

in in my favour and clear visibility 

the onset of night was no trouble 

and the anchor finally went down at 

the Stoneheaps.   

 

Back at Pin Mill in the morning I 

went ashore to be greeted by Hetty 
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as I walked in home with “It was 

such a glorious sunny day yesterday. 

You must have had a lovely sail” 

 

Why did water well up out of the 

WC? To me at the time for it to have 

happened at all appeared an 

impossibility. Later detective work 

did reveal the cause – and that is 

another story. 

 

Ron Watts 

 

Seacocks 
 

                  

Courses at the club   
 

 

        

              
  

 

 

Sara will be running RYA Day 

Skipper and Coastal Skipper 

/Yachtmaster courses as usual over 

the winter in the club, starting at the 

beginning of October. 

Also first aid, radio and radar.  

Full details:  

 www.pinmillcruising.co.uk 

           

           

 

 
A Night to Remember 
20th June   A  Night  to  
Remember 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJbs9aCikMgCFQ9H2wodKOQGTw&url=http://www.boattest.com/view-news/3232_a-seacock-is-your-most-important-gear&bvm=bv.103388427,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHM-7JR2DUCu5GlR2rJ0_xODlfibw&ust=1443204480825153
http://www.pinmillcruising.co.uk/
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