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October 2014 Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

It doesn’t seem like 2 years since I wrote my first Commodore’s 

Corner and now this will be my last - doesn’t time fly when 

you’re having fun? The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness 

is upon us, the sailing season draws to a close and it’s time to 

think about laying up. For me personally it’s time to think about 

the AGM and handing over the Commodorial tiller – though 

frankly that’s a very poor metaphor since there is nothing 

remotely as tangible as a tiller involved in the job!  

 

It’s been an excellent year for the Club, with a healthy financial 

surplus due in no small part to a very successful social calendar. 

Sailing-wise, the weather has been generally kind but with a few 

extremes. With literally no wind this year’s Regatta was a case 

of drift with the tide, enjoy the view and in Astraea’s case more 

or less forget the sails and concentrate on doing justice to the 

mountain of sandwiches kindly provided by Mrs Commodore! 

There was a good breeze the following week for the final race of 

the CCRS: for once PMSC fielded a full team, although by that 

stage there was no chance of our finishing anywhere other than 

last in the series! Congratulations go to Harwich and Dovercourt 

SC who were again awarded the Evening Star Trophy. 

 

If you didn’t make it to the Curry Cook-off you missed a treat! 9 

Members took up the challenge to cook a main course and side 

dish with rice – the standard of cooking was very high and a 

good turnout of enthusiastic Members had great pleasure in 

tasting and then voting on the competition entries. 

Congratulations to winner Lucie Breadman, runner-up Jackie 

Harding and third placed Jerry Francis. 

 

The Nautical Photographic Competition is just around the 

corner, with quiz nights, Halloween parties, a film night, the 

AGM, and Shanties & Ditties to follow – something for 

everyone – read all about it in the newsletter, and put the dates in 

your diary! 

 

Rick Kirkup, Commodore 

 

 

 

Saturday 4
th

 October 

Laying up supper 2000 

 

Saturday 18
th

 October 

Nautical Photographic  

Competition 

 

Saturday 25
th

 October  

Quiz night 1930 

……………………….. 

Saturday 1
st
 November  

Children’s Halloween Party 

1400 

Halloween Party 1400  

 

Saturday 15
th

 November 

Film Night 1930  

 

Saturday 22
nd

 November 

AGM 2000 

 

Saturday 29th November 

Shanties and Ditties 2000 

………………………. 

Saturday 6
th

 December 

Quiz Night 1930 

 

Saturday 13
th

 December  

Children’s Christmas Party  

 

Sunday 14
th

 December 

Christmas Lunch 

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late November, for 

DECEMBER. Contributions 

to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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Welcome to new 

members  
 

 

Welcome to  

 

Steven, Rebecca, Alexandra and 

Matilda Pryke of Chelmondiston 

 

Martin & Sara Ward of Stowmarket 

- owner of  Mallard - Beneteau 21.7 

 

Darren, Chonditha and Salli Wright 

of Stutton. 

 

Theo Bowen of Pin Mill 

 

John Shave of Wacton, Norfolk 

   
 

 

 

Nautical Photographic 

Competition 2014 
 

 

This year's Competition will take 

place over the weekend of 18th/19th 

October.  Entries should arrive at the 

Clubhouse, clearly marked 'Nautical 

Photograph Competition', no later 

than 1pm on Saturday 18th October. 

 

Photographs of boats, other nautical 

subjects, or compositions featuring 

water in any shape or form, are 

acceptable.  Please remember that 

that maximum size of entries is 8" x 

6" (20cm x 16cm), they should be 

un-mounted and unsigned, and a list 

of titles should be enclosed.    Your 

photos can be reclaimed from the 

Clubhouse after the exhibition, but 

if you wish them to be returned by 

post, don't forget to enclose a 

stamped envelope. 

We are very pleased that Anthony 

Cullen and Matt Brooke have kindly 

agreed to judge the Competition, 

and judging will take place on 

Sunday 19th October.  The 

prizewinners will be announced in 

the Club at lunchtime that day.   All 

the entries will be exhibited over the 

weekend, and once again there will 

be an opportunity for members to 

make their choice of the photo they 

would like to see on the cover of 

next year's Club Almanac. 

 

 

 

Autumn/Winter bar 

opening times 
 

 

As we move from our Summer to 

our Winter programme please note 

the following changes to bar 

opening times which take immediate 

effect:- 

 

1. The bar will cease to be open on 

Saturday lunchtimes, but will 

continue to open from 1900 on 

Saturday evenings, when, as 

described elsewhere in this 

newsletter, we are planning an 

increased range of social events. 

 

2. The opening time for the bar on 

Friday evenings will revert to 2000. 
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Saturday 25
th

 October 

Quiz night  
 

 

Malcolm Harding will be running a 

pub style quiz for teams of up to 

four people on Saturday 25
th

 

October starting at 1930.  

 

Don't worry if you haven't a team, 

they can be made up on the night.  

 

 

PMSC Regatta 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This year’s Regatta had a record 

lack of wind. Twenty two boats 

entered but on the Saturday morning 

the Ajax class phoned up to say they 

would have to cancel as they could 

see no way of getting back to 

Woolverstone against the tide. Sat 

on the committee boat, we realised 

that we would have to have a down 

river race with a finish at one of the 

marks. A special course was set and 

all the remaining boats were sent off 

on a single start at 11.45am. Just 

before the start the wind started to 

come in but half way through the 

starting sequence it disappeared, not 

to return until everyone had 

finished. We ended with a drifting 

match down to the Collimer buoy 

with time penalties awarded against 

boats over the line and engine starts 

to avoid obstacles; not really a race 

but most seemed to enjoy it and it 

was more fun than doing the 

supermarket run. 

 

The turnout was below what we had 

expected but of those that took part 

a good number were PMSC boats, 

including all the entries in the slow 

handicap class.  In the evening there 

was a fine cold buffet followed by 

apple pie and custard.  

Gaff  1
st
    Peter Thomas

          Transcur        

                        Blagden Cup 

 

  2
nd 

   Gus Curtis

          Gladys 

  3
rd

    John Huggett

           Daisy Bell 

 

Slow   1
st 

   James Ackland 

Handicap         Cachaca              

                        Orwell Corinthian                                     

                        Cup 

 

             2
nd 

   Tim Granville

           Sniper 

  3
rd 

   Steve Penn

          Boomerang 

 

Fast   1
st
    Adie Gilson 

Handicap         Enigma    

                        Tempest Cup 

 

             2
nd 

   Nick Parker

          Morningtide 

  3
rd 

   Stuart Howells

          First Kiss 

 

 

Many thanks to all those who helped  

with the racing, the catering and 

decorating the clubhouse.  

 

It was great.  

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.butlershall.co.uk/uploads/8/1/8/6/8186144/1294516_orig.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.butlershall.co.uk/blog/category/oysters&docid=_iNLoVDr3GE4CM&tbnid=IW3kA3cDpfYWmM:&w=1066&h=800&ei=ozstVLLlKsfKaKjsgqAB&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
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Combined Clubs Race 

Series 2014 
 

  

 

 

 

This year’s combined clubs race 

series was completed the Saturday 

after the regatta with the race 

organization and prize giving at the 

Royal Harwich YC.  

 

The winning club was Harwich and 

Dovercourt SC and the best boat 

was First Kiss (Stuart Howells), also 

from H&DSC. We also award 

trophies to the best performing 

PMSC boat in each race - 

 

 

Race 2    Steve Miller                

               Anelli J   

Chris Wyatt Trophy 

  

 

Race 4    Steve Penn    

               Boomerang   

Stanley Howard Trophy 

 

 

Race 5    Rick Kirkup    

               Astraea  

Churchman Cup 

 

 

 

Shanties and Ditties 

Saturday 29
th

 

November 
 

 

The Shanties and Ditties evening 

on Saturday 29
th

  November will be 

hosted by High Water Mark as 

usual. 

 

Come along for a good old 

fashioned sing song and maybe 

also give us your party piece! 

 

Free entry - guests welcome 

Enquiries - Ken 01473 780625 

 

The PMSC Songbook can be 

downloaded from the website. 

 

 

 
 

 

RYA Safetrx App 
 

 

 

 
 

http://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0054/2102/products/buntingsmall4_grande.jpg?v=1299666943
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=30ZiPBkxbuDLqM&tbnid=eaL-UMdNfBo9pM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.pmsc.org.uk/HOMEPAGE.HTM&ei=aT0tVPC9J8nbaPTtgMAK&bvm=bv.76477589,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGZdiqFnqCWOWI1px-jzaYVh4MbKQ&ust=1412337371993135
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The new RYA SafeTrx App 

monitors your boat journeys and 

alerts emergency contacts should 

you fail to return on time. 

 

RYA SafeTrx is a Smartphone App 

for both Android & Apple iOS 

devices (iPhone, iPad) that allows 

you to plan your journey (in UK 

territorial waters) on your 

Smartphone.  

 

Directly from your Smartphone you 

can enter your journey details and 

set off knowing that should you not 

return by the time given, your 

emergency contact will be alerted 

and advised to initiate appropriate 

action.  

 

Where an emergency contact calls 

HM Coastguard about an overdue 

trip, they will have access to your 

location and SafeTrx Trip data 

through a secure SafeTrx server.  

 

Since the RYA SafeTrx App 

periodically sends your location data 

back to our servers, the Coastguard's 

response team can get help directly 

to you, and quickly.  

 

RYA SafeTrx is an accessible tool 

that leisure craft users can use when 

going to sea. It does not replace 

GMDSS, EPIRB, PLB or AIS.  

 

It is especially useful for those who 

use smaller boats such as RIBs, 

open powerboats and dinghies or 

who do not use tracking and alerting 

devices on their boats. 

 

RYA Members have access to a 

number of extra features within 

RYA SafeTrx:  

 

Access to ‘Performance Mode’ - a 

race tracker which records GPS 

location data every 10 metres and 

provides trip analytics to review 

your racing performance: Record 

your trip tracks and view your 

speed, time and GPS signal strength 

in real time. 

 

Trip analytics playback feature to 

review the track and determine the 

fastest journey legs. Check your 

average speed, heading and 

horizontal accuracy for each 

location reported. 

 

View previous Performance trips 

recorded to compare races. 

Share your Performance trip on 

Facebook 

(Please note: Perfomance mode 

DOES NOT record a passage plan 

or send SMS messages to 

emergency contacts.)  

 

Record unlimited trips using both 

Alert and Performance Modes for 

FREE.  

 

Exclusive ‘My Stats’ section in the 

RYA SafeTrx Boater Portal 

providing trip statistics on all trips 

undertaken. Share your stats on 

Facebook, email them to a friend or 

save them as a PDF. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Shirley Balfe - " Summer Evening 
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Film Night Saturday 

15
th

 November 
 

 

 
Do you recognize this boat my 

friend? (big hint!),  – one of the 

‘stars’ of this 21st century feature 

film depiction of life, and loves, 

aboard a famous 20th century boat 

with an over-sized radio 

transmitter…? 

Star studded cast, drama, laughs, 

romance, and the music of the era in 

a rock’n’roll lifestyle – not to be 

missed! 

 

 

Have your flares 

expired?  
  

 

 
 

 

Most flares sold for leisure craft 

expire in DECEMBER and will 

need to be disposed of, legally and 

safely. Flares contain explosives, so 

both these can be an issue.  

 

It is illegal to dump flares at sea, 

illegal to dump them on land and 

illegal to let them off in anything 

other than an emergency.  

 

Why has it become so difficult to 

dispose of out of date flares? 

 

The issue of flare disposal has been 

a source of frustration for 

recreational boaters since the 

carriage and storage regulations 

changed and the MoD Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Teams 

routine collection service from HM 

Coastguard Maritime Rescue Co-

ordination Centres, such as Thames 

Coastguard, were stopped. This 

meant that local Coastguards were 

no longer allowed to collect them 

from marinas.  

 

How can you arranging safe 

disposal?  

 

A local life raft service agent may  

be able to take your out of date 

flares from you as they deal with the 

disposal of such items on a regular 

basis.  

 

Some local marinas; such as Suffolk 

Yacht Harbour and Fox’s Marina 

may accept them, but there may be a 

small fee to cover their costs.  

 

Recreational boaters can, as a last 

resort, contact their nearest Licensed 

HM Coastguard Disposal Site who 

will advise if they can help.  HM 

Coastguard designated stores have 

limited storage capacities.  
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Contact Thames Coastguard on 

01255 675518 to make an 

appointment and to check they have 

room. do this before June 2015 

when the station is schedule to 

close.  

 

Transporting TEP by car 

 

The regulations concerning 

transportation apply to places of 

work and places in public use, but 

they do not apply to individuals, so 

you can legally put out of date flares 

in your car and drive them to a 

recognised disposal site.  

 

 

 

 

Can you help?   
 

 

Would you be willing to help with 

the running and upkeep of PMSC? 

As with any club the idea is to 

spread the load and avoid the 

situation where everything falls to a 

few overworked people. There is a 

wide range of opportunities to 

contribute:- 

 

1. Occasional tasks which can 

be done remotely – if you are a 

wizard on spreadsheets, desk-top 

publishing or other such skill area 

and willing to undertake tasks that 

could be handled by email we would 

like to hear what you could offer. 

 

2. Occasional tasks done at the 

Clubhouse  –  these are many and 

varied – they can be individual or 

group tasks and range from minor 

maintenance such as painting, 

woodworking, and garden tidying, 

to bigger one-off jobs.  

 

3. Ongoing roles – we are 

currently looking for someone to 

take over from Sara Hopkinson the 

stock control and administration of 

Club Merchandise: also we need 

new members of the Club’s sub-

committees (as shown on the inside 

back cover of the almanac) – 

particularly Sailing, Social, 

Property, and House. 

 

4. General Committee 

Membership - the Club AGM is the 

annual occasion when you the 

Members elect the General 

Committee. This includes the key 

Officers and is the primary 

management body for our Club, so it 

is important that its members are 

representative of the Membership 

overall.  Nominees are normally 

drawn from the sub-committees, but 

a can-do attitude and a willingness 

to get involved are more important 

than length of membership! 

 

Offers of help are welcome at any 

time but right now there are a couple 

of Officer vacancies for which we 

have no nominee to put forward to 

the AGM on 22 November. We like 

to structure these roles as far as 

possible to suit the post-holder and 

there is plenty of help from 

colleagues so if you think you might 

be interested please get in touch 

with any of the Flag Officers. In the 

final analysis it is your Club so, if 

you haven’t already, why not give it 

a go? 

 

Commodore 

 

 
.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pmsc.org.uk/Barges/Images/barge_image_small.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.pmsc.org.uk/Barges/barges09.htm&h=197&w=259&tbnid=9K7y0_QYk0VgIM:&zoom=1&docid=gtN4pEqi1ZxkSM&itg=1&hl=en&ei=wueMU-CRFbDT7AalooCoAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CJQBEDMoXTBd&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1199&page=6&start=84&ndsp=16
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