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The weather was fairly kind for the recent return of the PMSC 

Spring Party. Young and old had a very good time; with 

activities ranging from Pirate face painting and Treasure 

Hunting, to Kids Karaoke and dancing to the Blooze Brothers.  

These activities, and the terrific efforts of House Secretary 

Catherine, who put on a splendid BBQ,  and Vice Commodore 

Malcolm’s merry raffle ticket sellers resulted in the splendid 

total of £526 being raised which will be shared equally between 

The RNLI and E.A.C.H.  Thank you to all who contributed to 

what was a hugely successful day and another great example of 

PMSC at its welcoming best.  

 

The poor weather may not have been conducive to boat 

preparation, let alone sailing, but it hasn’t deterred your 

Committee from beavering on behind the scenes! The first of 

various initiatives to liven up our social activities and 

Membership levels is announced later in this Newsletter – read 

on for details of how you could be rewarded for successfully 

introducing new Members. We are also working on the final 

details of a radical new attraction for Friday nights.  An 

announcement about which will follow shortly !  

 

We have the first of our new event evenings on Saturday 1
st
  

June with a showing of the film “Master and Commander”, 

followed on 22
nd

  June by a showing of “Ha’Penny Breeze” and 

a 70’s TV documentary about Pin Mill featuring Bob Roberts. 

 

June of course sees some of the biggest events in our Sailing 

calendar – all featured in Sailing Secretary Nigel Bailey’s 

roundup. The PMSC Smacks Race and PMSC Barge Match 

place our Club in the big league for these craft, being some of 

the biggest – if not the biggest - events of their type and we 

should be proud of their standing in the respective calendars. 

Don’t forget to spread the word so that as many people as 

possible get to see the spectacle of these marvellous craft 

battling it out on our local waters. 

 

As I write this I am hoping for better weather – especially for 

our Club events – but for us all to be able to enjoy our time on or 

near the water!  

Rick Kirkup - Commodore 

 

 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 June 

Film night “Master and 

Commander” 

Cruise towards the Blackwater 

 

Sunday 9
th

 June 

Second sands BBQ 

 

Saturday 15
th

 June 

Smack & Working Boats race 

Second 4 Clubs Race 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 June 

Film night “Ha’Penny Breeze”  

Barge passage match 

 

Saturday 29
th

 June 

Barge Match  

 

 

13
th

 – 21
st
 July 

Summer Cruise 

 

Saturday 13
th

 July 

Dayboat river cruise 

 

Saturday 20
th

 July 

Third 4 Clubs Race  

 

 

Saturday 17
th

 August 

Erwarton BBQ & race 

 

 24
th

 – 26
th

 August 

Ore or Deben cruise 

 

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late July, for August.  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 

 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 
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Welcome to 
 

 

Michael & Patricia Burton - 
Hopkins - from Bury St Edmunds, 

owners of Araminta 

 

Lynne Hammond – from 

Chelmondiston 

 

 

LATEST NEWS 

Film nights at the club 

 

 

Have you a favourite film on DVD?  

 

Come and share it with us and tell 

us why it's special for you. We have 

a big screen, sound system and 

projector that can be connected to a 

Mac or Windows laptop, a 

comfortable clubhouse and an 

amazingly inexpensive bar.  

 

Contact social secretary, Oli 

Stockman, 

social_secretary@pmsc.org.uk  
Rear Commodore Romy Blackburn, 

rear_commodore@pmsc.org.uk  
or me Malcolm Harding, 

vice_commodore@pmsc.org.uk   
to agree a Friday or Saturday 

evening. We will publicise the film 

night and help you set up.  

 

We might even be able to persuade 

our Bar Secretary, Bob, to get some 

popcorn in!  

 

On Saturday 22
nd

 June at 2000 there 

will be a showing of the 1950 

classic film , “Ha’penny Breeze”.  

 

The stars listed are Gwyneth 

Vaughan, Don Sharp and Edwin 

Richfield but its  Kings Boatyard, 

the river, the  local people and Pin 

Mill itself that are the real stars.                               

We will also be showing an episode 

of Look Stranger (the 1970’s 

version of Look East) that features 

Bob Roberts, the famous journalist, 

bargeman and musician who moved 

to Pin Mill in 1940. 

 

 

News from the bar  
 

 

No doubt you, like me, think highly 

of our Club bar. It is the heart of the 

Club. We all benefit from a hugely 

dedicated Bar Secretary (who will 

no doubt be very cross with me for 

even mentioning him) and the best 

bar staff we could possibly have to 

look after us - and in my case keep 

me on track.   

 

Do you know just how good our bar 

prices are? One dedicated Member 

recently carried out some research 

into competitors’ bar prices, a tough 

job but he felt somebody had to do 

it! He priced up a round of drinks 

namely a pint of bitter, a pint of 

lager, a gin and tonic and a coca 

cola and totalled up the cost. The 

total cost at your PMSC bar was just 

£7.50, whereas pub prices ranged 

from £9.27 in a chain renowned for 

its cheap and cheerful image, up to 

£14.00 in pubs in premium/tourist 

locations! 

 

Now, I would be the last person to 

suggest that anyone should join our 

Club just to get cheap drinks,  but 

when you also get all the other 

benefits of location, facilities, view, 

comfort, relaxed atmosphere and a 

range of attractive social and sailing 

activities – not to mention by far the 

lowest subscription fees around - 

wouldn’t you say that was a good 

news story worthy of passing on to 

your like-minded friends. 
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Membership incentive    
 

 

Do you have friends or family who 

might like to become members of 

PMSC? 

 

Well if so here’s a chance for you to 

do them and yourself a favour!  

 

For a limited period starting June 1
st
 

2013 we will be awarding a £25 

PMSC bar voucher to any Member 

who successfully introduces a new 

Member to the Club.  

 

All you need to do is remind your 

friends and acquaintances of the 

benefits of membership, sign their 

application form, and at the point 

where any individual or household 

introduced by you is confirmed into 

membership you will be awarded a 

£25 credit at the PMSC bar to spend 

as and when you please. 

 

Don’t forget that £25 buys you so 

much more over your Club bar than 

in local hostelries – up to 50% more 

by one member’s recent calculation, 

even allowing for ’Loyalty Card’ 

discounts!  So, what do you have to 

lose? You know the benefits of 

membership – glorious location, 

great facilities, free wi-fi, fantastic 

view, great bar prices, informal 

atmosphere and attractive social and 

sailing calendar. If you have 

prospective candidates why not 

invite them in for a drink, show 

them around and introduce them to 

Committee members? 

 

You can spot the folk among your 

friends who would enjoy these 

benefits, so get prospecting and we 

look forward to presenting you with 

your voucher/s and toasting your 

success! 

RK 

SAILING  EVENTS 
 

 

We are into the peak of our sailing 

calendar with a lot of activity in 

June and July. Here is a reminder of 

some of the events coming up. 

If/when on the water please don’t 

forget that everyone is responsible 

for their own (and their children’s) 

safety including provision of 

effective personal buoyancy where 

appropriate. 

 

On Sunday 9
th

 June  we meet at  

lunchtime for the Second Sands 

Beach BBQ (just down river 

between Pin Mill and the Clamp 

House). High tide is at 13.07 (BST) 

so I recommend getting there around 

mid-day. Bring a disposable BBQ or 

similar and some food and drink. 

When the weather is fine this is a 

really good event – anchor off the 

beach, come by dinghy or (if you 

know the path!) on foot through the 

NT woods overlooking the beach. 

With luck the club dory may be 

repaired and available – let me 

know if you’re coming and how you 

plan to get there.  

 

The PMSC Smack and Working 

Boat race is on Saturday 15
th

 June 

with a start at 10am in Butterman’s 

Bay. The finish is on the club line, 

usually in the early afternoon so 

why not get down to the club house 

at lunch time and watch the finish 

with a glass of something on the 

veranda? In the evening the bar will 

be open from 1700 with a cold 

buffet for race participants from 

1800, to which Members and their 

guests are warmly invited – always 

a great opportunity to enjoy fantastic 

value food (£5.00 pp) in the 

company of a very convivial group 

of visiting sailors. The prize giving 

is at 2100 and all details are shown 
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on the attached poster, which you 

may want to circulate to your 

friends and other interested parties. 

 

The next of the “4 Clubs Races” are  

on 15
th

 June and 20
th

 July, both with 

a start time of  1100. The start for 

the June race is on the Shotley 

Sailing Club line (so as not to 

interfere with the Smack Race). The 

start in July will be the line in 

Butterman’s Bay as usual. Sailing 

Instructions, courses and entry form 

are on the PMSC web site. Entry is 

FREE to all club members. Reports 

from the first race were that it was 

very enjoyable, so do get to the next 

ones and support your club: 

remember that it is a team event and 

irrespective of race results we lose 

out in terms of points scored if we 

do not field a full team! 

 

A recent development in the 4 Clubs 

series is that the handicapping 

system will be changed from the 

Byron/Portsmouth Yardstick system 

to the new RYA National Handicap 

for Cruisers system (NHC). This 

allows for handicaps to be adjusted 

between races to make them more 

representative of each boat’s 

performance. Details of the system 

are on the RYA web site at 

http://www.rya.org.uk/racing/Pages/

NHC.aspx. 

 

Then of course we have our big 

Barge events – on 22
nd

  June the 

Passage Match from Gravesend to 

the Orwell, and on Saturday 29
th

  

June the 52
nd

 PMSC Barge Match 

itself with starts from Butterman’s 

Bay at 08:00, 08:15, and 08:30 – 

another chance to see living history 

in action battling it out to the finish 

on the Club line !  

 

On 13
th

 July we are running a 

dayboats river cruise. This is a 

chance for dayboat owners to meet 

and cruise in company. Contact me 

if you are interested at 

sailing_secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

 

Nigel Bailey Hon Sailing 

Secretary 

 

 

Junior Sailing  
 

 

Don’t forget the RHYC run junior 

dinghy sailing training sessions on 

Saturday mornings. These are part 

of the RYA ‘On board’ scheme and 

are aimed at all local children aged 7 

and over. For those without boats, 

they have Oppies and Toppers. 

Contact them to book and mention 

that you are a PMSC member.  

 

 

Situations Vacant  
 

 

After many year’s dedicated service 

Tony Cowley has decided that he is 

no longer able to serve as the Club’s 

Librarian.  
 

The Club’s library is an outstanding 

asset and we all thank Tony for the 

great contribution he has made to 

developing and maintaining this 

facility. 

 

This does mean of course that the 

Club is in need of someone to take 

over as Librarian so if anyone is 

interested to find out what is 

involved and would consider taking 

on the role, please get in touch for a 

chat.  

 

As it happens we are also still 

looking for someone to help with 

Merchandise. So if you like clothes 

and could help please contact Sara.  
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A Night to Remember  
 

 

On passage to S.W. Ireland we had 

spent a day in New Grimsby, 

between Tresco and Bryher, whilst a 

strong easterly blew itself out. The 

following morning dawned foggy 

and calm but then the visibility 

started to improve and a light fitful 

breeze set in so we got under way to 

spend the greater part of the daylight 

hours motor-sailing in cool but 

reasonable conditions. 

 

As the light started to fade in the 

evening the wind disappeared 

completely followed shortly 

afterwards by the engine 

temperature alarm suddenly 

sounding. The engine was stopped 

and the strainer cleared of seaweed 

but shortly after re-starting the alarm 

again sounded. This time we 

checked the impeller which 

appeared OK but again re-starting 

was followed by the alarm 

sounding. By this time it was dark 

and sooner than one of the three of 

us on board doing a contortionist act 

around the engine with torchlight 

the only illumination in the engine 

bay further work on the engine was 

abandoned in favour of a meal and a 

decision to delay further attempts to 

identify the cause of the trouble 

until morning. It was a decision 

which led to a night that will never 

be forgotten. 

 

Incredibly as we were some fifty 

miles from any land the sea was 

absolutely mirror calm with not the 

slightest hint of a swell to give the 

boat any sort of movement. With 

this lack of movement allied with 

the total absence of even the lightest 

of breezes the sails just hung with 

no sign of the slatting that usually 

accompanies a calm at sea. 

Meanwhile creating even the 

slightest turbulence in the sea, for 

instance by using the tiller to move 

the rudder, resulted in the most 

magnificent displays of 

phosphorescence alongside the boat. 

Down below, after switching off the 

log alarm which otherwise kept 

sounding to warn that the log 

impeller was not turning, the silence 

was absolute. It was as though the 

boat was brought up for the night in 

calm conditions in a completely 

sheltered anchorage such as Walton 

Creek rather than some 50 miles 

offshore in the Celtic Sea. However, 

unlike spending a night in Walton 

Creek there was always someone on 

deck watching out for other ships 

that may appear to want the same 

patch of water as us. Visibility 

closed down in the later night hours 

and that was inevitably the time that 

engines were heard resulting in all 

three of us being on deck with 

lifejackets, flares and foghorn at the 

ready. 

 

With the coming of daylight 

everything about the engine which 

could possibly contribute towards 

overheating was examined without 

indication of trouble being found but 

still shortly after starting the alarm 

started to sound. It then occurred to 

us that the only thing not checked 

was the sensor for the alarm. The 

sensor was disconnected, the engine 

was re-started and then continued to 

work happily throughout the day. 

 

The calm which had then persisted 

for approaching 24 hours broke at 

about 6.00pm. It broke with a 

vengeance, the wind rising so fast 

that barely 30 minutes after the first 

catspaws of wind ruffled the water a 

second reef was being tied in. Only 

just able to lay the course and with 

rain setting in as dusk fell it turned 

into a cold, miserable night that, in 
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complete contrast to the previous 

night, was a night best forgotten. 

 

The Old Head of Kinsale emerged 

from the gloom during the morning 

and by lunch time we were coming 

alongside a pontoon in Kinsale 

marina. The owner of a ketch next 

along the pontoon came to take our 

lines and to invite us to join him and 

his wife aboard their boat for a soup 

lunch. It was a delightful conclusion 

145 miles – that I will always 

remember because of that night of 

total calm. 

 

Ron Watts    

 

 

River Deben and Ore  
 

 

For information about the 

entrance to the River Deben and 

the River Ore ..   

www.debenestuarypilot.co.uk  

 

www.eastcoastpilot.com  

 

 

 

PMSC Burgees 

 

 

 

Need a new burgee? 

 

18” or 24” available. 

 

£19 or £21 plus postage 

Stone Point, Walton 

Backwaters ..  
 

The rapid silting and narrowing of 

the channel off Stone Point is of 

concern and a tidal stream up to 4 

knots has been reported.  

Dredging in the area is planned, but 

in the meantime the Walton & 

Frinton Yacht Club advise: 

• The latest survey indicates the 

minimum depth in the vicinity of 

No.16 buoy and No.9 buoy is 

currently around 0 metre chart 

datum. 

• Depending on draft, exercise 

caution when navigating round 

the Stone Point 2 hours either 

side of low water. 

• To minimise the effect of the 

overfalls and turbulence near 

No.16 buoy in wind over tide 

conditions at high water, pass 

close to the green buoys No.9 

and No.11. Recreational craft 

are advised to approach the 

Stone Point channel with care 

and watch for eddies and strong 

tidal flows. 

• Swimming in that area is very 

strongly advised against. 

 

For the latest information check 

their website.  

 www.wfyc.co.uk                                

 

 

Remember .. not using a kill cord 

can kill.  
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