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February  2017  Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

I am writing this on a beautiful, but frosty, January day. The 

temperature is - 6 degrees. The river is looking very empty, just 

a few hardy souls afloat. The thought of being on the water does 

not appeal…. Yes, bring on hibernation. 

 

I am therefore happy to report that the Club House is, as ever, 

warm and welcoming. To those of you haven’t made it down to 

Pin Mill, there has been a hum of activity over the Christmas 

period and that is set to continue into the sailing season. 

 

February brings the opportunity to get helpful hints on getting 

the best out of your sails from “Sail Medic” and the OGA are 

borrowing the Club for an event arranged with “Teamac”. If you 

want advice on marine paints and antifouling followed by a hot 

meal and some evening entertainment… keep an eye on the 

website and facebook for details. 

 

Theme Night at the end of the month will strike a more frivolous 

note. Come dressed as your chosen spy from history or fiction. 

 

If you are a Babergh resident, you will have a chance to put your 

concerns to James Cartlidge, your MP, on 1
th

 March and get the 

Shotley Peninsula on to his radar.  

 

Thank you if you have renewed your subscription for 2017. If 

you still haven’t got round to it, you will find attached a renewal 

form, or you can go on to the website. 

 

Romy Blackburn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 4
th

 February 

Rugby on TV starts  

 

Saturday 11
th

 February 

Tom Branton Sail Medic 

 

Saturday 18
th

 February 

OGA/PMSC event 

 

Saturday 25
th

 February 

Spy Theme Night   

 

Saturday 11
th

 March  

Talk: James Cartlidge MP 

 

Sunday 12
th

 March   

Fitting out lunches begin 

 

Saturday 25th March 

Music night and supper 

 

Thursday 6
th

 April 

Visit to Lowestoft port 

 

Friday 14
th

 April at 0900 

Good Friday Working Party  

 

Sunday 16
th

 April  

Bacon butty & Easter Bonnet 

competition 

 

Monday 17
th

 April 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 April 

Fitting Out Supper  

 

Follow us on facebook 
The next newsletter will be in late 

March, for APRIL.  Contributions as 

early as possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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New Members 
 

Welcome to 

 

Noel Guckian – Chelmondiston 

 

Robert & Lorraine  Wildbore – 

Woolverstone. 

 

Stuart Bark - Colchester 

 

 

Open Day and New Members 

Evening – Saturday 13
th

 May 

 

                   
 

 

Sunday Lunches 
 

 

 
 

Come and enjoy our Sunday lunches 

– bacon or cheese in a roll with 

generous quantities of salads. 

This is a bargain at £3.50. 

 

Regular customers will notice that 

we have had to put in a small rise of 

50p to keep ahead of costs. 

 

Romy Blackburn 

                          

 
 

Fitting out lunches start Sunday 

12
th

 March  

 

Volunteer cooks still required! 

 

 
 

 

Rugby 
 

 
 

Saturday 4
th

 February                1650 

England v France 

 

Saturday 11
th

 February 

England v Wales                1650 

 

Sunday 26
th

 February  

England v Italy     1500 

 

Saturday 11
th

 March  

England v Scotland                1600 

 

Saturday 18
th

 March 

England v Ireland                1700 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSxMni4tvKAhXCLhoKHckGCD0QjRwIBw&url=http://fracturefiberglass.com/mobile/&bvm=bv.113034660,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHBVnXey1_GGMFdOW5dsP7WT3tfoQ&ust=1454594984463823
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Cruising and racing 

events 2017 
 

Barge Match  

Saturday 1
st
 July 

 

Ha’penny Cup 

Monday 28
th

 August 

 

Smack & Working Boat Race 

Saturday 16
th

 September 

 

PMSC Regatta  

Saturday 9
th

 September 

 

 

 

Combined Clubs Series 

 

The Combined Clubs Series of races 

are open to cruising yachts from Pin 

Mill SC, Harwich & Dovercourt SC, 

Shotley SC, Stour SC and the Royal 

Harwich YC. 

 

Race 1  

Saturday 20
th

 May                  RHYC  

 

Race 2  

Saturday 17
th

 June                  PMSC  

 

Race 3  

Saturday 30th July                 HPYC  

 

Race 4  

Saturday 26
th

 August      Shotley SC   

 

Race 5  

Saturday 23
rd

 September        HDSC  

 

VHF is mandatory for these races, 

using Channel M, as is the club 

burgee on the backstay (or 

equivalent). 

  

               

 Cruising Events 
 

Saturday 6
th

 May 

Erwarton Passage Match and BBQ 

 

Saturday 3
rd

 June 

Goes week-end cruise               TBC 

  

Saturday 10
th

 June 

Arthur Ransome cruise to Walton 

Backwaters and BBQ                 

 

June 17
th

 /18
th

 

Brightlingsea cruise 

 

Saturday 29
th

 July 

2nd Sands BBQ 

 

August 12
th

/13
th

  

Deben cruise  

 

 

For further details please contact  

Steve Miller (Hon Sailing Secretary) 

or Niels Petersen 

sailing_secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

 

                   

“All About Sails” 
 

 

             

        Sailmedic  
    

On Saturday 11
th

 February at 1930 

Tom Branton will give us a talk  

 

            "All about Sails"........ 

 

Whether cruising or racing you have 

to have good sails and know how to 

trim them........ Few people are 

better qualified to tell us how to get 

the best out of our sails than Tom. 
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Sailing since childhood and sailing 

competitively for 19 years,  he 

currently sails a Melges 24 very 

competitively out of Suffolk Yacht 

Harbour, at Levington, being one of 

the top boats in the fleet. He has also 

sailed competitively in Europe. 

 

 
 

Tom started his sailmaking career 

with Parker & Kay in SYH,  

spending nine years there learning 

the trade and building their sails.   

 

When trade took a bit of a downturn 

a few years ago,  Tom was made 

redundant and decided to set up his 

own sailmaking business "Sail 

Medic" on the Ransomes Europark 

in Ipswich making high quality sails 

and canvas work......  and he has 

never looked back! 

 

So come along on the 11th and learn 

how to get the best from your 

boat.....  If you don't yet have a boat 

of your own, come anyway because 

it will help you to understand what 

the Skipper is on about! 

 

 

OGA and PMSC 

Saturday 18
th

 

February 
 

Teamac Paints have kindly agreed to 

bring their Technical Manager to 

give us a demonstration, some 

technical advice, and top tips in an 

informal setting at Pin Mill Sailing 

Club organised by the Old Gaffers 

Association (OGA). They will 

answer your questions and there will 

be an opportunity to try out the paint 

(so please dress accordingly!). 

 

We'll kick off at 1500 with 

refreshments, and the demonstration 

will start at about 1600, followed by 

a social evening and supper at the 

Club. Supper will be served at 

around 1800.  

 

Cost £7.50, includes a drink voucher 

to the value of £3. 

 

After this is concluded we will have 

a social evening with maybe a 

couple of light hearted activities. 

 

Teamac, manufacturer of marine 

coatings since 1908, is one of the 

leading brands of marine paints and 

coatings, from marine grade 

varnishes, topcoats, undercoats, 

primers, anti-fouling and bilge paint. 

Find out more about Teamac by 

going on to the Old Gaffers 

Association Website.  

 

 
 

Please book now using the form you 

can find by going on the Old Gaffers 

Association website so we have 

some idea of numbers - last date for 

bookings is Tuesday 14
th

 February. 
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Arthur Ransome 

Commemorative 

Events 
 

 

As many will be aware, 2017 marks 

the 50th anniversary of the death of 

Arthur Ransome.  Pin Mill featured 

in at least two of Ransome’s books 

so along with several other 

organisations,  our Club is planning 

a number of commemorative 

events........, 

           

On May 13th, in conjunction with 

Chelmondiston and Pin Mill 

Community Council,   we will be 

holding an "Open Day" and New 

Members Evening.  There will be 

events on the Green and a Hog 

Roast in the evening and Arthur 

Ransome’s famous boats,  Nancy 

Blackett and Peter Duck, will be 

moored on the pontoon. 

  

 
   

Two "Sailing events" are proposed.  

Ransome's book "Secret Water" 

begins in Pin Mill and was set 

mainly in Walton Backwaters.   

 

Our heroes made their camp on 

Horsey Island so it is proposed to 

hold a BBQ on Horsey Island.  This 

will take place on June 11th and will 

possibly be in company with 

members of the Walton and Frinton 

Club and the Old Gaffers 

Association and should be great fun! 

 
 

Another of  Ransome's books  set in 

Pin Mill was "We Didn't Mean To 

Go To Sea" in which again,  the 

children start their adventure in Pin 

Mill and end up in Flushing 

(Holland) !   

 

              
 

So there is a proposal for a Club 

cruise to Flushing, culminating in a 

meal at a suitable hostelry over 

there.........  It would probably take 

place over a long weekend around 

June 3rd/4th but there are many 

variables to consider,  not least the 

fact that having got to the other side,  

some people will probably want to 

stay over there and use the event as 

the start of a longer cruise in Dutch 

waters.   

 

Others may not have that much time 

and will want to come straight back.  

This will obviously take some 

organising and your Sailing 

Committee don't want to make 

arrangements, including a booking 

at a Dutch restaurant,  if  nobody 

turns up!  So at this stage we are 

looking for "Expressions of  

Interest" from members......  If you 



 6 

think there is a good possibility that 

you might be interested in joining 

this event please contact Steve 

Miller or Paul Jefferies  

 

sailing_secretary@pmsc.org.uk  

property_secretary@pmsc.org.uk . 

 

We need to have more Cruising 

events in our calendar so dust off 

those oilies and  support your Club 

in what should be a really enjoyable 

event and a great introduction to 

longer distance cruising for those 

who have never been across before. 

          

  

     Anyone for Chess        
             or               
        Cribbage? 

                 
Contact Martin Gosling  on 780463 

goslingmartin@hotmail.com  

 

 

Saturday 25
th

 March 
 

To celebrate the music of David 

Bowie, Leonard Cowen and George 

Michael there will be a music 

evening and fork supper at the club.  

 

Supper is £6.00, payable on the 

night, but must be pre-booked.  

 

We are still looking for a volunteer 

DJ for the evening ! 

Thursday 6
th

 April  

Visit to Lowestoft 
 

 

The coach will leave Chelmo at 

0900 and the day will include a tour 

of the port, lunch at the Royal 

Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht Club and 

a visit to the museum. 

 

Look out for full details, lunch menu 

and booking form. Please sign up 

early as the last visit had to be 

cancelled because of slow take-up.  

 

 

Saturday 11
th

 March 

James Cartlidge MP 
 

 

Our MP will be talking about his life 

in Parliament, and what he is doing 

in the local community as well as 

talking questions from members. 

 

Please send some questions to the 

social secretary by Wednesday 1
st
 

March, to kick off the debate.                 

     

 

 

                     
 

A white fibreglass dinghy has been 

found on the HW mark at Colne 

Point, near Brightlinsea. 

 

It is marked PMSC and shows the 

name “Almita” or “Amita”.  

                                                              

  

 

mailto:sailing_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:property_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:goslingmartin@hotmail.com


 7 

                                           

 

                                    Shshshshs. I will only say zis once 

            Saturday  25th  February 1930 for 2000 

Come to the club dressed as your favourite spy, be it from history, film or 

literature........The choice is yours and your fellow guests must guess who 

you are.  

                                          Simple!! No? 

                     

                    Keep this very quiet, but there will also be food 

On a need to know basis only, please tell the Commodore which and how 

many from the choice below, for a mere £6.  

This secret information must be delivered by no later than 18th February. 

          Chicken Casserole  or   Beef Casserole  or  Vegetarian option 

                            Followed by fruit pie and custard 

 

 

                                                                                                signed C  
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           Teamac teach-in for the East Coast OGA 

at Pin Mill Sailing Club on Saturday 18th February  

 

 

 

                 Please book  ………..…  tickets @ £7.50 per head. 

 

Tickets include refreshments on arrival, talk and demonstration by 

Teamac with hands-on practice, followed by supper (chilli & jacket 

potato) with a voucher for a drink up to £3 in value from the bar.  

Vegetarian or special dietary requests can be catered for if indicated in 

advance. 

 

Payment by cheque (payable to East Coast OGA) or online to 20-54-30 

account number 80676179 including your name as the reference please. 

Please return this form either by post to Clare Thomas, Green Farm Barn, 

Barham Green, Ipswich IP6 0QF) or email  clare.thomas@btinternet.com  

 

                 Bookings must be received by Tuesday 14
th
 February 

 

mailto:clare.thomas@btinternet.com
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                                       FITTING  OUT  SUPPER 

                                      Saturday 22
nd

  April  

                                       1930 for 2000    

 

........................................................................................................................................... 

Please reserve.......place/s at £16.00 per head in the name of…………………………… 

I will pay £........………….     Method of Payment ………………………. 

 

Please choose which of the following 

Dessert:   Treacle tart        Cheese and biscuits          

 
Please note that regretfully if you find you need to cancel your booking, it will not be possible to refund 

the cost, although, given sufficient notice, we will try and help sell on your booking. 

 

 

Payment on booking please, by cheque payable to PMSC, cash or BACS using 

reference ‘Fitting Out Supper’ to Sort code 08-92-99 Account 65479142  
 

This is a popular event and therefore for Club members only.  

However, if there are places available before bookings close, they can be offered to 

non-members for £17.00.  

 

Book online via the PMSC Website or return this form to the Commodore, Pin 

Mill Sailing Club, Pin Mill, Ipswich IP9 1JP no later than Saturday 15
th

 April. 


