
Sailing Secretary’s Report 2018

Commodore, ladies and gentlemen.

2018 was a good sailing season, with some enthusiastic participation by PMSC members 
in a number of Club events. We encountered a variety of conditions but mostly with no 
rain, thanks to the heatwave, which made Wrabness look like the Cote d’Azur. 

I’m glad to report that there were no significant accidents within our sea and river area and
the Harbour Authority has confirmed that no Pin Mill boats were found to be behaving out 
of order, or in an unsafe manner in the harbour.

Participation in the Combined Clubs series was limited, with only Rick Kirkup, Simon 
Ruffles and me racing under the PMSC burgee.

The highlights of the cruising season were Rick’s two weekend cruises to Brightlingsea 
and Ramsholt. These have now become an annual fixture and, hopefully, Rick will agree to
continue to lead this venture. To show our appreciation for organising these events, we 
would like to present him with a bottle of red! 

Other cruising events were the day cruises to Wrabness and Walton Backwaters, which 
also had some, though limited, participation.

We entertained Greenwich Yacht Club again this year for the annual midweek BBQ which 
they enjoyed and, towards the end of the season, the Ha’penny Cup was run again; this 
time with four entrants. 

The object of this event, which takes its name from the famous 1950’s black and white 
movie set in Pin Mill and on the Orwell, is for each boat to complete a set course within a 
time that its skipper declares before the start. Because the event is decided on a predicted
time, rather than an actual race time, a small boat has the same chance as an ocean 
racer.

Paul Jeffries’ success, in his tiny dinghy (which is not much longer than him), 
demonstrated this admirably. Indeed, incredibly, and despite fickle winds, Paul’s finishing 
time was within five minutes of his prediction. He therefore retains the Ha’penny Cup, 
which we would like to present to him now. 

Apart from our Barge Match, which again was a magnificent spectacle and enormously 
popular, the other traditional sailing event was the annual Smacks and Working Boats 
race. We successfully ran the race, although rough weather up the Wallet on the preceding
Friday reduced the number of boats taking part. The event was again promoted by Jon 
Humby, and we would like him to accept a bottle of red too, as a token of our appreciation. 

The highlight of the season was undoubtedly the Regatta, for which we had 25 entries – 
the most in recent history. There was a good sprinkling of PMSC boats although the lack of
wind meant the start was postponed and a river course was chosen. Many thanks to Nigel 
Bailey for assisting with the administration and running of the race - for which he too 
deserves a bottle!



Next season, I believe there will be greater scope for sailing activity as a result of the 
amalgamation of the Combined Clubs and Haven Series. I know there have been 
concerns that this is an abandonment of the corinthian spirit of the Combined Clubs’ 
events.

It has been suggested that the amalgamation will be the end of "friendly inter-club races,” 
since it is feared that the Haven Series people will see it as an easy way of getting some 
silverware, with the result that the Combined Clubs’ series will be swallowed up by the 
Haven people, and anyone who fancied ‘giving racing a go’ will not enter.

However, I believe that the new arrangement will encourage more sailors to participate in 
racing events. Certainly, the opportunity will be there. If it doesn’t work, it will be reviewed.

I would encourage all our sailing members to take part in our racing and cruising events 
next year and it is hoped that some of our non-sailing members will accept invitations to 
join boat-owners on the water. Who knows? You might get hooked. 

In a bid to promote sailing among the young generation, your Committee is also 
considering the possibility of establishing some form of a sailing scholarship which would 
be open for competition by the sons and daughters of our members. Watch this space. 
Also under consideration is the purchase of a small Club boat that would be available for 
use by members, subject to suitable management, storage and safety arrangements.

We are also investigating the possibility of a group visit to the Southampton Boat Show in 
September, which will assume greater importance in 2019, following the cancellation of the
London Show.

Finally, I am pleased to report that new members this year have added eight boats to the 
Club’s flotilla, which now totals 133 recorded vessels of various shapes and sizes.

Commodore, ladies and gentlemen, that compIetes the Sailing Report. Thank you for your 
assistance during the year and support for our sailing activities.


